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Core-Curriculum
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Faculty of the Committee on the Core Program

Jeremy R. Knowles, Harvard University Distinguished Service Professor and Amory Houghton
Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry (Chair)

Jeffry Frieden, Stanfield Professor of International Peace (on leave fall term)

Benedict H. Gross, George Vasmer Leverett Professor of Mathematics and Dean of Harvard
College (ex officio)

Thomas Forrest Kelly, Morton B. Knafel Professor of Music

John E. Malmstad, Samuel Hazzard Cross Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures (on
leave spring term)

Lisa L. Martin, Clarence Dillon Professor of International Affairs

William Mills Todd 111, Harvard College Professor, Harry Tuchman Levin Professor of
Literature, and Professor of Comparative Literature

Richard Tuck, Frank G. Thomson Professor of Government

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 300th Anniversary University Professor

George M. Whitesides, Woodford L. and Ann A. Flowers University Professor

The Core Curriculum Program

The philosophy of the Core Curriculum rests on the conviction that every Harvard graduate
should be broadly educated, as well as trained in a particular academic specialty or
concentration. It assumes that students need some guidance in achieving this goal, and that the
faculty has an obligation to direct them toward the knowledge, intellectual skills, and habits of
thought that are the hallmarks of educated men and women.

But the Core differs from other programs of general education. It does not define intellectual
breadth as the mastery of a set of Great Books, or the digestion of a specific quantum of
information, or the surveying of current knowledge in certain fields. Rather, the Core seeks to
introduce students to the major approaches to knowledge in areas that the faculty considers
indispensable to undergraduate education. It aims to show what kinds of knowledge and what
forms of inquiry exist in these areas, how different means of analysis are acquired, how they are
used, and what their value is.

Foreign Cultures
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The goals common to all courses in Foreign Cultures are to expand one’s understanding of the
importance of cultural factors in shaping people’s lives, and to provide fresh perspectives on
one’s own cultural assumptions and traditions, through study of cultures significantly different
from that of the US and the anglophone cultures of the British Isles, Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand. These courses also introduce methods of studying a culture, and the issues involved in
approaching a culture not one’s own. Whether the primary emphasis is on the analysis of key
texts and works of art, on historical change, or on other fundamental aspects of individual or
social life, Foreign Cultures courses seek to identify the distinctive patterns of thought and action
that account for the particular configuration or ethos of another culture.

With the exception of the specific courses listed at the end of this section, departmental courses,
including language courses, may not be substituted for Foreign Cultures courses to meet this
requirement. Consult the Introduction to the Core Curriculum for further details.

Foreign Cultures

[Foreign Cultures 12. Sources of Indian Civilization]

Catalog Number: 8312

Diana L. Eck

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
An exploration of the ideas, ethics, narratives, and religious movements that have shaped a
complex civilization from the Indus Valley to Mahatma Gandhi. Readings in primary sources -
Vedas and Upanishads, Buddhist and Jain texts, the Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita, Bhakti
and Sufi poets, Sikh gurus and Muslim kings, and modern thinkers and reformers. Attention to
the ways in which these continue to be of significance to the understanding of modern India.
Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

Foreign Cultures 21. Cinéma et culture francaise, de 1896 & nos jours

Catalog Number: 8550

Tom Conley

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11; M., 7:30-9:30 pm, and a weekly section to be
arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4

Focuses on relations of cinema to French culture from the silent era to the age of video. Explores
film in dialogue with cultural and historical events, development of a national style and
signature, a history of criticism. Correlates study of cinema to cultural analysis. Takes up Renoir
and poetic realism, unrest in 1930s, France and other filmic idioms (Italy, Hollywood, Russia),
new wave directors, feminist and minoritarian cinema after 1980.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. Conducted in French. For students under the Core
requirement, counts as either Foreign Cultures or Literature and Arts B, but not both.

Foreign Cultures 22a. La critique sociale a travers I’humour

Catalog Number: 0656

Marlies Mueller

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4
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A second-year language course that explores French institutions, values, and traditions of the
17th and 18th centuries as objects of humorous attacks by such authors as Beaumarchais, La
Fontaine, Moliére, and Voltaire. Comprehensive syntheses of early-modern cultural debates
through multi-disciplinary approach. Extensive use of visual material (Cassell, Leconte,
Rossellini, Scola, Wajda). Emphasis on all four communication skills so that at the end of the
course, students should be able to understand lectures in French, converse on a large variety of
topics with native speakers, read material of moderate difficulty, and write correct French.
Note: Conducted in French. Both Foreign Cultures 22a and 22b, not necessarily in sequence,
must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures requirement.

Prerequisite: A Harvard placement score of 600 minimum, equivalent preparation, or permission
of instructor.

Foreign Cultures 22b. La critique sociale a travers I’humour

Catalog Number: 0591

Marlies Mueller

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

A continuation of Foreign Cultures 22a at a higher level. Explores institutions, values, and
traditions in humorous works of 19th- and 20th-century France. Emphasis on the individual’s
search for wisdom and happiness in a changing social context (Balzac, Beineix, Godard, Renoir,
Sartre, and Stendhal).

Note: Conducted in French. Both Foreign Cultures 22a and 22b, not necessarily in sequence,
must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures requirement.

Prerequisite: A Harvard placement score of 710 minimum, Foreign Cultures 22a, equivalent
preparation, or permission of instructor.

Foreign Cultures 34. Mesoamerican Civilizations

Catalog Number: 3196

William L. Fash

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
This course highlights the distinctive features of the evolving cultural traditions of Mesoamerica,
one of the oldest living civilizations in the world. Pre-Columbian religion, arts, cultural ecology,
and construction of power and social identity through myth, ritual, and official history are
explored first. Continuities and changes in those traditions resulting from the Spanish conquest,
colonial rule, and subsequent global change in the 20th century are then analyzed. In Mexico and
Central America, the past continues to shape the present, and living cultures help illuminate
processes, events, and worldview in the archaeological past.

Foreign Cultures 46. Caribbean Societies: Socioeconomic Change and Cultural
Adaptations

Catalog Number: 6357

Orlando Patterson

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Caribbean societies are largely the economic and political creations of Western imperial powers.
Though in the West, they are only partly of it, and their popular cultures are highly original
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blends of African and European forms. The course examines the area as a system emerging from
a situation of great social and cultural diversity to the present tendency toward socio-economic
and cultural convergence. Patterns of underdevelopment are explored through case studies of
Latin and Afro-Caribbean states, as are cultural adaptations through studies of Afro-Caribbean
religions, fiction, and music.

[Foreign Cultures 48. The Cultural Revolution]

Catalog Number: 6474

Roderick MacFarquhar

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
From 1966 to 1976, the People’s Republic of China was wracked by civil strife, student violence,
political intrigue, and military plots. What had once seemed the best disciplined and most stable
of dictatorial states seemed about to dissolve into disunity, even anarchy, and as a result of the
actions of the man who had done more than anyone else to create it: Chairman Mao Zedong. The
Cultural Revolution is traced to pinpoint Mao’s aims and to explore the deeper political, social,
economic, and cultural issues that his actions raised for the Chinese, and for the rest of us as
well.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Foreign Cultures or Historical Study B, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 56. Jewish Life in Eastern Europe]

Catalog Number: 1271

Jay M. Harris

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

An examination of the variegated cultural achievements of Eastern European Jewish society,
including its religious and ethical worldviews, its educational institutions, its literature, its
politics. Primary focus on the 19th century, the development and continuity of traditional life,
and the confrontation between traditional and newer cultural patterns.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Foreign Cultures 60. Individual, Community, and Nation in Vietnam]

Catalog Number: 1976

Hue-Tam Ho Tai

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

Can a society modernize yet preserve its cultural identity? We will explore this issue with
reference to Vietnam, where a Marxist-Leninist political system co-exists with a market
economy. Modernization has been accompanied by a revival of tradition, religion, and rituals;
urbanization by renewed stress on village solidarity. Gender roles are being transformed. Family
relationships are being reshaped by increased mobility and new means of communications.
Migration to the uplands is changing local cultures even as ethnic minorities are offered to global
tourists as icons of authenticity. What does it mean to be Vietnamese under these circumstances?
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.
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[Foreign Cultures 63. China’s Two Social Revolutions]

Catalog Number: 1884

Martin K. Whyte

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
A general overview of the patterns of social life in China and how these have changed since the
revolution in 1949. The socialist transformations led by Mao Zedong after 1949 and the market
and other reforms led by Deng Xiaoping after Mao’s death receive equal emphasis. Topics
covered include political institutions, work organizations, village life, cities, religion, family life,
population control, gender relations, inequality, and schooling.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Foreign Cultures 67. Popular Culture in Modern China

Catalog Number: 8730

David Der-Wei Wang

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. Four additional
sessions to be arranged for screening of films. EXAM GROUP: 13

This course provides a comprehensive examination of modern Chinese popular culture in the
People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Southeast Asia. From literature to film,
from music to theatre, this course will probe popular culture as it has manifested itself, and trace
its sociopolitical, aesthetic, and affective impact on modern Chinese.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Foreign Cultures or Literature
and Arts C, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 68. Authority and the Claims of the Individual in Chinese Literary
Culture]

Catalog Number: 9028

Stephen Owen

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Examines the role Chinese literary texts have played in articulating the place of the individual as
part of, or against, the authority of community and state. Beginning with the celebrations of
social integration in the early parts of the Classic of Poetry (early first millennium BC), we will
follow the increasingly complex role literature came to play, both as a critic of authority and as
establishing a domain of private life.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Foreign Cultures or Literature and Arts A, but not both.

Foreign Cultures 70. Understanding Islam and Contemporary Muslim Societies

Catalog Number: 1065

Ali S. Asani

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Offers an introductory survey of the fundamental concepts of the Islamic faith and devotional
practices of Muslim societies around the world. Focuses on developing an understanding of the
diversity of Muslim religious worldviews and the manner in which they have been shaped by the
political, social and cultural contexts in which Muslims live in various parts of the world,
particularly in the modern period. Briefly considers the contemporary situation of Muslims as a
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religious and racial minority in Europe and the US.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Foreign Cultures 72. Russian Culture from Revolution to Perestroika

Catalog Number: 5581

Svetlana Boym

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
Explores 20th-century Russian culture through literature, art, and film. Topics include art and
revolution, utopian imagination and the authoritarian state, the rewriting of history through
literature and film, art of the fantastic and the literature of exile, postcommunism and
postmodernism, the search for national identity, and resistance to nationalism. Proceeds from
revolutionary avant-garde art and artistic experimentation of the 1920s to the declaration of
Socialist Realism and the experience of Stalinism, from dissident art of the 1960s to the culture
of the Cold War, perestroika, and beyond. Works by Malevich, Eisenstein, Vertov, Mayakovsky,
Babel, Bulgakov, Mandel’shtam, Nabokov, Kundera, and Brodsky.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Foreign Cultures 74. Cultures of Southern Europe]

Catalog Number: 0603

Michael Herzfeld

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

This is a survey of the modern cultures of Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, and Spain.
Southern Europe has been viewed as both the fount of “Western civilization” and as a poor and
crime-ridden backwater; it has been home to imperial powers and humiliated client-states alike.
Through the reading of anthropological field studies (urban and rural), literary and historical
portrayals, and artistic representations (including film and opera), this course focuses on what
such contradictions mean for people in those countries at the level of everyday life, and provides
an account of differences as well as similarities among the countries discussed.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Foreign Cultures 76. Nazi Cinema: Fantasy Production in the Third Reich]

Catalog Number: 3396

Eric Rentschler

Half course (fall term). T., Th., at 10; screenings, W., 4-6, and a weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 12

More than a half-century after Hitler’s demise, the legacy of Nazi sights and sounds remains
contested and problematic. We will analyze seminal films of the Third Reich as ideological
constructs, popular commodities, and aesthetic artifacts. How did emanations of Goebbels’
Ministry of Propaganda figure within the larger contexts of state terror, world war, and mass
murder, and how have Nazi images been presented and recycled since 1945? Sampling of short
subjects and documentaries (Triumph of the Will, Olympia, and The Eternal Jew), and narrative
films (Hitler Youth Quex, La Habanera, Jew Siss, and Kolberg). Readings provide pertinent
socio-historical backgrounds and important theoretical perspectives.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. No knowledge of German required.
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Foreign Cultures 79. Historical and Musical Paths on the Silk Road - (New Course)
Catalog Number: 5576

Mark C. Elliott and Richard K. Wolf

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F)., at 11, and two weekly sections to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Globalization may seem quintessentially modern, but in fact it is nothing new. To demonstrate
the deep interconnectedness of the historical cultures of Eurasia, this course takes students on a
journey along the Silk Road, from ancient times to the present. We will use an integrated
interdisciplinary approach to study the ebb and flow of people, ideas, goods, techniques, and
artistic styles along the trade routes of Central, South, and East Asia, with a special focus on
musical traditions. In addition to learning about particular histories and historic links among
societies, we also consider the formation of critical theories of relatedness.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. No knowledge of Asian languages or music is
required. One weekly section is a music section and the other is a discussion section.

Foreign Cultures 80. Korea at 2100

Catalog Number: 8798

David McCann

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10; and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Examines Korea’s often challenged but persistent cultural identity expressed in literature, art,
and history. Begins with the Korean War, turns to the Japanese annexation of Korea, then the
late 19th-century Enlightenment Period when Korea and Koreans struggled to respond to a series
of internal and external threats. Next, Korean history, from the Unified Silla Kingdom in the 7th
century, through the succeeding Kory6 and Choson dynasties, examining similar moments of
cultural challenge and response. Closes with a brief consideration of the re-production of identity
issues in the context of recent celebrations of the first century of Korean-American history,
1903-2003.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Foreign Cultures 82. Modern Arabic Narratives: Self, Society, and Culture

Catalog Number: 2619

William E. Granara

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
A historical overview of cultural and social issues in contemporary Arab society as reflected in
modern fiction. Attention will be given to the development of the novel and short story as
literary media that treat themes such as the conflict between tradition and modernity, anti-
colonialism, nationalism, civil war, poverty, alienation, religion and politics, and changing
gender roles. Readings will include works of Tayeb Salih, Naguib Mahfouz, Muhammad
Choukri, as well as prominent women authors, such as Hanan Shaykh and Sahar Khalifeh.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. No knowledge of Arabic required.

[Foreign Cultures 84. Tokyo]

Catalog Number: 9691

Theodore C. Bestor

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6
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Tokyo has been one of the world’s great metropolitan centers since the 17th century, both the
urban hub of Japanese society and culture, and the intersection between Japanese domestic
society and trends of global influence. This course examines trajectories of change in Tokyo’s
urban culture, lifestyles, social structure, and spatial environment across the city’s history, using
ethnography, history, literature, diaries, architecture, photography, art, cartography, animation,
film, and the Internet to explore Tokyo as an urban culture in comparative perspectives drawn
from anthropology, history, and other social sciences.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Foreign Cultures 85. Japan Pop: From Basho to Banana - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 0401

Adam L. Kern

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 2, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 16
Surveys what is arguably the major alternative to American popular culture, from its relative
isolation in the 17th-century to its massive globalization of the present day. Drawing upon
literary studies, cultural studies and visual culture, students will engage in the close readings of
texts in English translation in different genres and media: anime, comic poetry, contemporary
performance art, film, haiku, J-pop, hip-hop, kabuki, kibyoshi, manga, novellas, novels, and
puppet plays.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. No knowledge of Japanese required.

[Foreign Cultures 86. West African Cultures]

Catalog Number: 1648

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
We will explore the history and cultures of West and West-Central Africa, taking seriously the
ancient involvement of this region in international politics and commerce. Equally important is
the cosmopolitan dialogue that has transformed African ethnic identities, gender relations, and
religious devotion in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Foreign Cultures 88. The African Experience: Between Tradition and Modernity

Catalog Number: 5925

Francis Abiola Irele

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

This course seeks to introduce students to aspects of cultural change in Africa as reflected in the
dominant currents of contemporary African thought and literature, centered on a theme from
which they derive coherence and significance: that of the tension between tradition and
modernity. While concepts from sociology and anthropology will be employed to elucidate the
theme, the emphasis of the course will be placed on the literary and intellectual texts that have
shaped reflection on modern African experience. The lectures and discussions of the texts will be
supplemented by documentary films and feature films by African directors.

[Foreign Cultures 90. Tel Aviv: Urban Culture in Another Zion]
Catalog Number: 0199
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Avi Matalon

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
5

How to read a city? Tel Aviv was founded under the concept of the “first Hebrew city” and
rapidly became the cultural, economic, and political center of Jewish settlement in Palestine.
Over the past century it has become a metropolis and the cultural and economic hub of the State
of Israel. This course will trace Tel Aviv’s historical development and its cultural representation
using history, literature, film, urban planning, photography, art, and music.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Foreign Cultures requirement

The following courses fully listed in the Historical Study A area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Historical Study A, but not both.

Historical Study A-13. China: Traditions and Transformations

Historical Study A-14. Japan: Tradition and Transformation

Historical Study A-16. The Making of Modern South Asia

[Historical Study A-23. Democracy, Development, and Equality in Mexico]

[Historical Study A-53. The Chinese Revolutionary Tradition]

Historical Study A-74. Contemporary China: The People’s Republic and Taiwan in the
Modern World

The following course fully listed in the Historical Study B area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Historical Study B, but not both.

[Historical Study B-64. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate]

The following courses fully listed in the Literature and Arts C area of the Core Curriculum may
be taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Literature and Arts C, but not
both.

Literature and Arts C-18. Hindu Myth, Image, and Pilgrimage
[Literature and Arts C-51. Revolution and Reaction: The Rise and Fall of the Russian
Avant-Garde]

Departmental courses that satisfy the Foreign Cultures requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Foreign Cultures requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

[Chinese Literature 130. Screening Modern China: Chinese Film and Culture]
Visual and Environmental Studies 187x. From Postwar to Postwall German Cinema

Historical Study
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

10
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The common aim of courses in Historical Study is to develop students’ comprehension of history
as a form of inquiry and understanding. The courses fall into two groups representing two
emphases in historical study.

Historical Study A

Courses in Historical Study A are designed to help the student understand, through historical
study, the background and development of major issues of the contemporary world. These
courses illustrate the way in which historical study helps make sense of some of the great
issues—often problematic policy issues—of our own world. The courses focus on the sequential
development of issues whose origins may be quite distant from the present but whose
significance is still profound in the world in which students live today.

Historical Study B

Courses in Historical Study B focus closely on the documented details of some central historical
event or transformation in the deeper past. They aim to develop an understanding of the
complexity of human affairs, of the way in which a variety of forces—economic, cultural,
religious, political—have interacted with individual aspirations and with the deliberate efforts of
individuals to control and shape events in specific contexts and historical moments. They are
sufficiently delimited in time to allow concentrated study of primary source materials.

Historical Study A

Historical Study A-12. International Conflict and Cooperation in the Modern World
Catalog Number: 5129

Stephen P. Rosen and Michael J. Hiscox

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 10, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 3

An introduction to the theory and history of world politics. Why do states wage war? Why do
they cooperate? Have the answers changed historically? Are economic globalization, ecological
interdependence, and global civil society eroding state sovereignty? Or do nationalism,
protectionism, and power politics firmly limit world order? The course begins with the
Peloponnesian War, the European state system, imperialism, the rise of free trade, and the two
World Wars. It continues after 1945 with the cold war, the spread of democracy and human
rights, trade liberalization, international law, and ecological cooperation, nuclear weapons, civil
strife, and rogue states.

Historical Study A-13. China: Traditions and Transformations

Catalog Number: 5243

Henrietta Harrison and Yang Lu

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Modern China presents a dual image: a society transforming itself through economic
development and social revolution; and the world’s largest and oldest bureaucratic state, coping
with longstanding problems of economic and political management. Whatever form of modern
society and state emerges in China will bear the indelible imprint of China’s historical

11
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experience, of its patterns of philosophy and religion, and of its social and political thought.
These themes are discussed in order to understand China in the modern world, and as a great
world civilization that developed along lines different from those of the Mediterranean.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Historical Study A or Foreign
Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study A-14. Japan: Tradition and Transformation

Catalog Number: 5373

Mikael Adolphson

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

From the emergence of a court-centered state 1500 years ago to a warrior-dominated society
centuries later, Japan’s premodern past fascinates people across the world. The people,
institutions, and ideas behind these traditions will be the focus of the first half of the course. We
then turn to Japan’s modern era, which presents one of the more striking transformations in
world history. We examine the invention of new traditions as one crucial aspect of the
tumultuous changes from the mid-1880s through the present and explore how people in Japan
have dealt with the dilemmas of modernity that challenge us all.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Historical Study A or Foreign
Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study A-16. The Making of Modern South Asia

Catalog Number: 9058

Sugata Bose and Amartya Sen

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

This course provides the historical depth and the comparative context in which to understand
contemporary South Asia through an historical inquiry into the making and multiple meanings of
modernity. It explores the history, culture, and political economy of the subcontinent which
provides a fascinating laboratory to study such themes as colonialism, nationalism, partition, the
modern state, economic development, refashioning of religious identities, center-region problems
and relations between Asia and the West. Significant use of primary written sources (in English)
and multi-media presentations.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Historical Study A or Foreign
Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study A-21. Africa and Africans: The Making of a Continent in the Modern
World]

Catalog Number: 5568

Caroline M. Elkins

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Understanding Africa as it exists today requires an understanding of the broader historical trends
that have dominated the continent’s past. This course will provide an historical context for
understanding issues and problems as they exist in contemporary Africa. It will offer an
integrated interpretation of sub-Saharan African history from the middle of the 19th century and
the dawn of formal colonial rule through the period of independence until the present time.
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Particular emphasis will be given to the continent’s major historical themes during this period.
Selected case studies will be offered from throughout the continent to provide illustrative
examples of the historical trends.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study A-23. Democracy, Development, and Equality in Mexico]

Catalog Number: 6861

John H. Coatsworth

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

Mexico has achieved high levels of democratic participation, social equality, and economic
growth in the past, but has seldom managed to achieve all three at the same time. This course
explores how history as a mode of inquiry and understanding can illuminate Mexico’s
contemporary challenge, that of overcoming underdevelopment, inequality, and the legacies of
authoritarianism, all at the same time. The course also addresses Mexico’s complex and
ambivalent relationship to external powers, particularly the US, to the extent that doing so
contributes to understanding these three contemporary problems.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study A or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study A-27. Reason and Faith in the West]

Catalog Number: 8149

Ann M. Blair

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

Examines from an historical perspective one of the central themes in the Western intellectual
tradition: the desire to reconcile rational philosophy with religious and biblical authority.
Discusses the transformations in conceptions of reason, science, biblical interpretation, and
divine intervention (among other themes) in the context of the long period of change from
medieval to modern. Readings emphasize primary sources—including, for example, Augustine,
Aquinas, Galileo, Descartes, Newton, and Darwin.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

Historical Study A-34. Medicine and Society in America

Catalog Number: 1552

Allan M. Brandt

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Surveys major developments in the history of American medicine since 1500. Emphasis on
setting the practice of medicine and the experience of health and disease into broad social,
cultural, and political contexts. Topics include the social and cultural impact of epidemic disease;
the nature of demographic and epidemiological change; the development of medical therapeutics
and technologies; the growth of health care institutions; the rise of the medical profession; and
debates about the allocation of health care resources. Evaluates the role of medicine in
addressing social needs as well as the social and economic determinants of patterns of health and
disease.

Note: Expected to omitted in 2007-08.
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[Historical Study A-35. Democracy in America and Europe]

Catalog Number: 9060

James T. Kloppenberg

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 13, 14

Democracy, for most of Western history reviled as mob rule, now commands almost universal
approbation. To understand that transformation, we will examine the history of democracy in
theory and practice since the 16th century. Readings will include classic European and American
texts that explain, defend, and criticize democracy as a political system and as an ethical ideal.
Lectures explore the various contexts—biographical, national, and cultural—surrounding debates
over the desirability of democracy and the shifting meanings of freedom and equality in relation
to changing attitudes and practices concerning authority, social hierarchy, gender, race, and
religion.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study A-40. The Middle East and Europe since the Crusades: Relations and
Perceptions]

Catalog Number: 5423

Cemal Kafadar

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

Nine centuries of interaction between two neighboring world civilizations centered around the
Mediterranean basin. Examines the transformation of the terms of coexistence and competition
over time from an asymmetry in favor of the Islamic world to one favoring Europe in terms of
power and prestige. Surveys major events and broad patterns of human activity (wars,
migrations, conversions, trade, cultural exchange); compares institutions and worldviews; studies
the ways in which the two civilizations perceived and imagined each other. Focus on common
roots and mutual influences. Analysis of (mis)perceptions as historically constructed cultural
categories and of their legacy in the modern world.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study A-44. Jews in Modern Times: From the French Revolution to the
Emergence of Israel

Catalog Number: 9323

Jay M. Harris

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

This course seeks to understand the transformation of the Jews from a relatively homogeneous
group that was readily distinguished from its surrounding cultures, to their current state in which
they are neither homogeneous nor readily distinguished from other identifiable groups. The focus
will be on the political, social, and economic shifts that led to major changes in Jewish political
and cultural aspirations and achievements. Specifically, the course will examine processes of
change in France, Germany, Russia, and the US.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.
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Historical Study A-51. The Modern World Economy, 1873-2000

Catalog Number: 1263

Jeffry Frieden

Half course (spring term). M., W., 2-3:30, and a 1.5 hour weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 7, 8

The past 125 years have seen more rapid economic growth, and more global economic
integration, than ever before. Yet the gap between rich and poor countries has widened, and
“globalization” has alternated with attempts at national self-sufficiency under fascist, communist,
and other banners. The course explores the impact of technological, economic, social, and
political trends, at both global and national levels, on the development of the world economy
since 1873. Topics include free trade and the gold standard in the 19th century, European
colonialism, the depressions of 1873-96 and 192939, and the postwar economic order.

[Historical Study A-53. The Chinese Revolutionary Tradition]

Catalog Number: 1667

Elizabeth J. Perry

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
The Chinese revolutionary tradition began with peasant uprisings in the mid-19th century and
continues to this day. From late imperial times to the present, a steady stream of dramatic
revolutionary efforts have exerted a major impact on the direction of Chinese politics. This
course examines continuities and changes across successive phases of the process: the quasi-
Christian Taipings, the anti-Christian Boxers, the 1911 Revolution, the rise of Communism,
Mao’s Cultural Revolution, the 1989 Tiananmen Uprising, contemporary tax riots and labor
strikes, etc. It focuses on ways in which earlier repertoires of contentious politics have influenced
the aspirations and actions of later generations of protesters.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study A or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study A-67. Gendered Communities: Women, Islam, and Nationalism in the
Middle East and North Africa

Catalog Number: 0352

Afsaneh Najmabadi

Half course (spring term). M., W., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6,7

This course will focus on how concepts of woman and gender have defined meanings of
religious and national communities in the Islamic Middle East and North Africa. It will survey
changes in these concepts historically through reading a variety of sources—religious texts and
commentaries, literary and political writings, books of advice, women’s writings, and films—and
will look at how contemporary thinkers and activists ground themselves differently in this
historical heritage to constitute contesting positions regarding gender and national politics today.

[Historical Study A-73. The Political Development of Western Europe]

Catalog Number: 8261

Peter A. Hall

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
A survey of the creation of modern politics in Britain, France, Germany, and Italy from the
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feudal period to the 20th century, focusing on the causes and consequences of crucial
developments such as the English and French Revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, 19th-
century democratization, and the appearance of fascism. Emphasizes the usefulness of
comparative, historical analysis for understanding the origins of contemporary politics and
competing approaches to understanding the processes of change associated with the development
of the modern state.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study A-74. Contemporary China: The People’s Republic and Taiwan in the
Modern World

Catalog Number: 0893

William C. Kirby

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

What are the enduring problems of modern China? How do different Chinese governments
confront them? This course assumes that the basic question of 20th-century China remains
unanswered: what kind of government, society, and economy will ultimately replace the old
imperial system? Part | defines basic themes: quests for national unity and international
importance; population and ecological pressures; competition between capitalism and socialism;
problems of democracy in Chinese political culture. Part Il contrasts the revolutionary
experiments of two “new Chinas” after 1950. Part 111 discusses contemporary reforms in the
PRC and Taiwan, and explores the future of “Greater China,” in the light of its past.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study A or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study A-75. The Two Koreas]

Catalog Number: 0786

Carter J. Eckert

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

This course seeks to provide a broad historical context in which to understand the contemporary
political division on the Korean peninsula. It examines key historical forces that have created and
shaped the two Koreas before, during, and after the actual partition of the country in 1945.
Topics include nascent nation-building efforts between 1876 and 1910, the impact of Japanese
colonialism and the Cold War, and North/South development and interaction after 1948. The
course interweaves political, socioeconomic, and cultural themes within an historical framework
centered on nation-building while also highlighting a number of major historiographical issues in
modern Korean history.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study A-76. Germany 1871-1990: From Unification to Reunification]

Catalog Number: 3594

David Blackbourn

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Examines the forces that have shaped modern German history from the Empire created in 1871,
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through the Weimar Republic and Third Reich, to division and reunification. The continuities as
well as discontinuities of this history provide a major theme, particularly the roots of the Nazi
period and the question of how far the two postwar Germanys broke with the past. The course is
built around three interrelated themes: politics, economy and society, and culture. The principal
focus is domestic affairs, but the nature of the “German question” means that attention is given
to the international dimension where appropriate.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study A-84. American Constitutional History from the Framing to the Present]
Catalog Number: 0718

Morton J. Horwitz (Law School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
This course is a survey of American constitutional history from the Framing of the Constitution
to the present. Our focus will be on the texts of important Supreme Court opinions as well as on
other significant documents that have shaped our constitutional understanding.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study A-85 (formerly History 1640). The United States since World War 11
Catalog Number: 6155

Lizabeth Cohen

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

An examination of American politics, society, and culture from 1945 to the present. Topics
include the Cold War, suburbanization and urban renewal, mass consumption, anticommunist
crusades, the evolution of American liberalism, and the rise of conservativism, the civil rights
movement, the war in Vietnam and the antiwar movement, and second-wave feminism.
Particular attention will be paid to how these events played out in the Boston area.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Historical Study A-86 (formerly History 1692). Men and Women in Public and Private: the
US in the 20th Century

Catalog Number: 4182

Nancy F. Cott

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
This course offers historical perspective on the social relations and relative power of the sexes,
tracing sharp changes and striking continuities over the past century. We will look at sexuality,
masculinity, and femininity, centering these in US social, cultural and political history. Marriage,
as a major public institution as well as private experience, will figure importantly. Demographic
patterns, economic demands, public policy, war, and gender-based social movements will
provide the context for examining expectations for manhood and womanhood as they play out in
family lives, work, popular culture and politics.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Historical Study A requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Historical Study A requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
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experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

African and African American Studies 10. Introduction to African and African American
Studies

History 10b. Western Economies, Societies, and Polities: From 1648 to the Present
History 1449. Nationalism and Socialism in 20th-Century Central Europe - (New Course)
History 1470. Modern European Intellectual History Subject and Structure, Nietzsche to
Postmodernism

History 1484. Europe Since World War 11

History 1638. American Social History Since 1920

History 1657. Native America: The East

History 1658. Native America: The West

History 1851. 20th-Century Japan

History 1890b. The Economic History of the Middle East Since World War 11

History 1907. West Africa from 1800 to the Present

[History of Science 175. Madness and Medicine: Themes in the History of Psychiatry]

Historical Study B

Historical Study B-06. The Roman Games

Catalog Number: 2603

Kathleen M. Coleman

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Examines the evidence for gladiatorial combat, staged beast-hunts, executions, and aquatic
displays in the Roman world. Through analysis of these spectacles the course illuminates the
social and political context of the Roman Empire. The evidence to be studied includes literary
sources, inscriptions, coins, mosaics, pottery, and selected archaeological sites where the
spectacles were performed. A translation is supplied for course material in Greek and Latin.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-09. The Christian Revolution]

Catalog Number: 6389

Christopher P. Jones

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

The course studies the formative period of Christianity as an historical phenomenon. The course
begins with the social and political background, and then considers the person of Jesus of
Nazareth, how his teaching was developed by his followers, how they built up a “church” of
believers, and how Judaism and Christianity were intertwined not only in the person of Jesus but
in the history of the two faiths in the decades following the destruction of the Temple. The
overall aim is to see how historical methods can be used to explain phenomena which, viewed on
their own terms, transcend explanation.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study B-11. The Crusades
Catalog Number: 0434
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Angeliki E. Laiou

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

Examines the crusades as formative events in the developing relations between Western
Christians, Eastern Christians, and Muslims, and in the expansion of Western Europe into both
the Middle East and the non-Christian areas of northeastern Europe. Christian and Muslim
concepts of holy and just war are elaborated. Topics include: the interaction of political,
economic, and religious factors in the elaboration of the crusading movement; the consequences
of the crusades; the transformation of East-West relations; the effects on subsequent history;
aspects of medieval colonization; conflict and coexistence between the various peoples involved.
Readings focus on sources in translation.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-13. Charlemagne and the Birth of Medieval Civilization]

Catalog Number: 2567

Michael McCormick

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

For 200 years, the family of Charlemagne welded together the disparate fragments of a fallen
Roman Empire and free Germania. The result was a new civilization, called Europe; a new
cultural movement, called Renaissance. “Charlemagne” investigates how a new civilization arose
in the countryside and in the conquests of the 8th and 9th centuries AD with consequences that
endure down to our own time. But “Charlemagne” is also about historical analysis: the
techniques by which today’s historians wrest new data and insights from manuscripts,
memorandums, and mud to rediscover the lives of the men and women who created the first
European civilization.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-18. The Protestant Reformation]

Catalog Number: 0623

Steven Ozment

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

In the 16th century, hundreds of thousands of people surrendered religious beliefs, practices, and
institutions that had organized daily life and given it meaning for the greater part of a
millennium. “The Protestant Reformation™ attempts to explain why this happened and how it
changed the course of history. Lectures and readings concentrate on the “causes” of the
Reformation; its inception and development in representative cities and lands; competing
theologies and social philosophies; the variety of linguistic and visual propaganda; the impact on
contemporary society and culture; the Catholic response; the Reformation’s legacy to the modern
world.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-19. The Renaissance in Florence]

Catalog Number: 4631
James Hankins
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Half course (fall term). M., W., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6
The Renaissance has been described by historians as a revival of antiquity, as a revolt against the
Middle Ages, and as the beginning of the modern world. This course examines these claims in
the context of a detailed examination of the society and culture of Florence, the most important
Renaissance center, from the time of Dante to the time of Machiavelli.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-09. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study B or Literature and Arts C, but not both.

[Historical Study B-24. Utopia in the Age of the Scientific Revolution]

Catalog Number: 2380

Katharine Park

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
16th- and 17th-century Europe saw both the invention of a new literary genre, the utopian
treatise, devoted to imagining a different and better society, and the creation of a new set of goals
and methods for natural inquiry, often referred to as the Scientific Revolution. This course
explores the relationship between these two developments. How did the “new science” of
thinkers such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Descartes inspire and shape the worlds imagined by
writers such as More, Shakespeare, Cavendish, and Swift? We will end by considering the fate of
the tradition of utopian thought in the 20th century.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-27. The English Revolution]

Catalog Number: 5234

Mark A. Kishlansky

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Explores the causes, development, and consequences of the English Revolution of the 17th
century. The English Revolution is one of the pivotal events in Anglo-American and European
history. It marks the first constitutional challenge to an absolute monarch and is the crucial
forerunner to the American and French Revolutions. Studies the origins of a revolutionary crisis,
the dynamics of revolutionary change, and the actions and aspirations of revolutionaries within
the context of 17th-century English society. Readings, drawn from contemporary and historical
literature, include works by Milton, Hobbes, Clarendon, and Pepys. Discussion sections focus on
reading primary materials.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study B-34. The World in 1776

Catalog Number: 2507

Sugata Bose, Emma Rothschild, and Richard Tuck

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
The world in 1776 was connected by empire, influence, law, commerce, migration, war, and the
exchange of ideas. 1776 also saw the publication of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, Smith’s Wealth of Nations, and Bentham’s Fragment on Government. The course
examines ideas and ways of life in 1776, in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. It considers
a pivotal year in American history from the vantage point of world history. Readings will include
books and periodicals published in 1776, including translations from French, Spanish, and
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Persian sources.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Historical Study B-35. The French Revolution: Causes, Processes, and Conseguences
Catalog Number: 0525

Patrice Higonnet

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

The cultural, social, and political life of France before 1789; the rise of a public sphere; the
Revolution in its development from the decentralized “consensus” of 1789 to Jacobin terrorism
in 1793-94; the structures of Jacobin thought; the ideological, social, and administrative effects
of the Revolution in France. The roles of Mirabeau, the Montagnards, the Girondins,
Robespierre, Babeuf, and Napoleon are considered, as well as more general themes such as the
effect of public opinion and the redefinition of gender roles.

[Historical Study B-38. Liberty and Slavery: The History of an American Paradox]

Catalog Number: 8763

Jill M. Lepore

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
Through careful historical investigation of key events, ideas, and transformations, this course
will explore the central paradox of American history: the founding of the first modern democracy
by a society that embraced the slavery of abject human bondage.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

Historical Study B-40. Pursuits of Happiness: Ordinary Lives in Revolutionary America
Catalog Number: 2264

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

When Thomas Jefferson listed the “pursuit of happiness™ as one of the inalienable rights of
humankind, he offered future generations an evocative but elusive vision of the good society.
This course explores the competing visions of “happiness” that animated political and social life
in the half century surrounding the American Revolution. Was happiness best achieved through
collective commitment to public good? Through submission to God? Or in the possession of
property and the cultivation of private affections? And what happened when happiness became
misery or its pursuit provoked political rebellion, riot, scandal, and crime?

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-41. Inventing New England: History, Memory, and the Creation of a
Regional Identity]

Catalog Number: 1713

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Much of what we think we know about “colonial New England” was actually a 19th-century
invention. Iconic images of the First Thanksgiving, the Salem witch trials, Paul Revere’s Ride,
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and white spired churches overlooking village greens were largely produced by public
commemorations, poems, novels, family histories, and exhibits created long after the fact. This
course explores these 19th-century inventions in the light of current scholarship on the history of
early New England. Students will explore artifacts, images, and landscapes as well as written
documents.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

Historical Study B-45. The Darwinian Revolution - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 8691

Janet Browne

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
An examination of the intellectual structure and social context of evolutionary ideas as they
developed in the 19th and 20th centuries, with particular emphasis on Darwinism as a major
transformation in Western thought. Topics include an introduction to origin stories in different
cultures; the natural history tradition in the West; evolutionary thought before Darwin; key
aspects of Darwin’s ideas; the comparative reception of Darwinism in Britain, US, Germany,
Russia and France; social Darwinism, eugenics and racial theories; early genetics and biological
determinism; the search for the gene; religious controversy.

Historical Study B-49 (formerly History 1651). History of American Capitalism

Catalog Number: 0227

Sven Beckert

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Examines the development of the American economy from its beginnings to the present. Focuses
on the nature of economic change during the past 400 years and the reasons for and effects of
capitalist growth. Topics include Native-American economies, the industrial revolution, slavery,
the rise of new business structures, labor relations, and technological change.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-52. Slavery and Slave Trade in Africa and the Americas]

Catalog Number: 3834

Emmanuel K. Akyeampong

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
This course begins with the question of terminological precision and the definition of slavery and
other forms of servile labor—especially in Africa. The course then examines the institution of
slavery in Africa and the Americas within this wider historical context, analyzing the political
economies and ideologies that underpin slavery and the crucial role of slave trade in reproducing
slave communities that were barely able to reproduce themselves naturally. The course explores
the impact of slavery on political, economic, social, and cultural life in Africa and the Americas
and ends with a discussion of the legacy of slavery and the global nature of the African diaspora.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-53. World War and Society in the 20th Century: World War 1]

Catalog Number: 4388
Charles S. Maier

22


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/8691
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/0227

' ' Harvard University
2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Ofhice of the Registrar

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Viewed together, the two world wars shattered Germany’s bid for European domination,
revolutionized Russia and extended her influence over Eastern Europe for over 40 years, helped
dissolve the colonial empires and create the modern welfare state, and made the US the world’s
preeminent power. Historical Study B-53 and B-54 examine the problem of war origins; grand
strategies of the combatants and the actual nature of fighting; organization of war economies;
response of writers and intellectuals; and the nature of the peace settlements and legacies for
postwar culture and politics. This course also focuses on the issue of inevitability; the static
trench combat; transformation of the state; demographic effects; literary perception and political
radicalization of Left and Right; postwar bitterness and disillusion.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Historical Study B-54. World War and Society in the 20th Century: World War 11

Catalog Number: 6497

Charles S. Maier

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Examines the failure of the Versailles system, the Pacific conflict after 1937, the continental
European war of 1939-41, the vast coalition struggle of 1941-45, and the bipolar postwar
settlement. Topics include the strategic demands of multifront warfare; the role of city bombing,
intelligence, and partisan warfare; occupation regimes, collaboration, and resistance; America’s
“good war” —the politics and culture of the home fronts; war costs, including the civilian toll;
postwar purges, liberation movements, and commemoration.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Historical Study B-64. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate]

Catalog Number: 6974

Jorge I. Dominguez

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Focus on the insurrectionary war, the consolidation of power, Fidel Castro’s role, the role of
organized labor and the peasantry, the US-Cuban conflict, the alliance with the Soviet Union, the
choice of economic strategy, the “remaking of human beings,” the role of intellectuals, the
support for revolutions in Africa and Latin America, and the change toward “orthodox” policies.
The instructor will debate himself, presenting two or more views on each issue. Readings include
original documents in translation.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study B or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study B-68. America and Vietnam: 1945-1975

Catalog Number: 3447

Hue-Tam Ho Tai and Ernest R. May

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Examines modern conflicts in Vietnam and their implications for the US from 1945-75, from
both Vietnamese and American perspectives. Seeks to provide an understanding of the
complexity of the war and the ethical dilemmas it raised by examining issues ranging from the
power-politics assumptions of decision makers to the personal experiences of those caught in the
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war. Covers both background and consequences of the war, but the main focus is on the 30-year
period during which the fortunes of America and Vietnam became intertwined.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Historical Study B requirement

The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Historical Study B or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 48. The Cultural Revolution]

The following courses fully listed in the Literature and Arts C area of the Core Curriculum may
be taken to meet the Core requirement in Historical Study B or in Literature and Arts C, but not
both.

Literature and Arts C-40. The Chinese Literati
Literature and Arts C-42. Constructing the Samurai
Literature and Arts C-61. The Rome of Augustus

Departmental courses that satisfy the Historical Study B requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Historical Study B requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

History 10a. Western Societies, Politics, and Cultures: From Antiquity to 1650
History 1085. The Roman Empire, Augustus to Constantine

History 1121. Vengeance, Hatred, and Law in Premodern Europe - (New Course)
History 1122. Persons and Things in Medieval Europe - (New Course)

History 1150. The Jews in Muslim and Christian Spain

History 1611. American Revolutions in the Atlantic World

Literature and Arts
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF EFAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Courses in Literature and Arts aim to foster a critical understanding of artistic expression, and to
exemplify the ways in which the humanities are an arena for scholarly examination and
discussion. These courses illustrate and analyze what constitutes knowledge in the various
fields—its varieties, forms, scope, uses and abuses, and modes of interpretation—while
familiarizing students with major works, major themes, or clusters of creative achievement in
particular times and places.

Literature and Arts A

Focuses on literary texts and methods of literary analysis. Courses in this area offer a variety of
critical and analytical approaches to literature, and a range of responses to questions such as the
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following: How does literature function? How are literary genres and traditions constituted and
transformed? What are the relations among author, reader, text, and the circumstances in which
the text is produced? How is our reading of the literature of the past influenced by the concerns
of the present?

Literature and Arts B

Introduces students to a non-literary form of expression, and offers instruction in the elements of
either visual or musical understanding, in the discipline of looking or listening. In addition to
studying the articulation of visual or musical forms and their meanings, courses may emphasize
the relationship between artistic or musical production and the historical/cultural moment in
which it takes place.

Literature and Arts C

Studies creative cultural epochs in history, and explores how works of literature and art function
within a given society. Focusing on significant periods, styles, or movements, these courses
describe and analyze ways in which culture is produced, interpreted, and disseminated.

Literature and Arts A

Literature and Arts A-11. Arthurian Literature: Epic versus Romance

Catalog Number: 0995

James Simpson

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

A permanent fault-line runs throughout Western literature, between epic and romance. Epic
contests territory, while romance discovers the self. Epic focuses on charismatic leaders,
represents the rise and fall of societies, and depicts war across a realistic geography. Romance
focuses on the energetic young, represents trials of sexual desire ending either in marriage or
adultery, and has a symbolic geography. Epic and romance critique each other, without resolving
this inevitable conflict. This course focuses on brilliant examples of literature about King
Arthur’s court, written between the 12th and the 15th centuries, with some reference to 19th-
century English and American texts.

[Literature and Arts A-16. Lives Ruined by Literature: The Theme of Reading in the
Novel]

Catalog Number: 0691

Judith Ryan

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

An exploration of the theme of reading as presented in the novel from the 18th century to the
present. Topics include misreading and escapist reading, confusing fiction with reality, modeling
one’s life on fiction, and misusing literature in relations of love and friendship. Attention also
paid to narrative point of view; problems of intertextuality; and comedy, tragedy, and parody in
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the novel. Authors include Goethe, Flaubert, Rilke, Wharton, Nabokov, and Barnes.
Note: Expected to be given in 2008-09.

Literature and Arts A-22. Poems, Poets, Poetry

Catalog Number: 5808

Helen Vendler

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6

A study of poetry as the history and science of feeling: readings in major lyric poems of England
and America. Emphasis on problems of invention and execution, and on the poet’s choice of
genre, stance, context, and structure. Other topics to be raised include the process of
composition, the situating of a poem in its historical and poetic contexts, the notion of a poet’s
development, the lyric as dramatic speech, and the experimental lyric of the 20th century.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08.

[Literature and Arts A-26. Dante’s Divine Comedy and Its World]

Catalog Number: 6090

Lino Pertile

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Studies Dante’s Divine Comedy as an enduring work of poetry, a major text of the European
literary tradition, and the most comprehensive synthesis of medieval culture. Largely based on
textual analysis, the course looks at how literature works in relation to, on the one hand, the
language and rhetorical tradition in which it is expressed and, on the other, the culture which it
expresses and interprets. Particular attention is paid to the poem’s central philosophical concerns,
from the role of the individual in history and society to the relationship between progress and
happiness, and between politics and morality.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

[Literature and Arts A-35. Tragic Drama and Human Conflict]

Catalog Number: 0172

Bennett Simon (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

Introduces the student to the use of psychoanalytic perspectives in enhancing the understanding
and appreciation of tragic drama. Focuses on tragedy as a study of the family, emphasizing the
problem of how the family at war with itself can procreate and continue. Also discusses the form
of tragic drama, particularly with regard to dialogue and storytelling within the plays. Readings
include ancient, Shakespearean, and modern tragedies, as well as secondary sources that assist in
understanding psychoanalytic concepts. Films and live performances supplement the readings.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts A-45. Theories of Authorship: Russian Case Studies

Catalog Number: 0189

Justin Weir

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Surveys central theories of authorship in the western tradition and considers how they have been
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realized and transformed by Russian writers. We analyze the process by which different concepts
of the self, as shaped by Plato, Descartes, Rousseau, and others, have been creatively
appropriated by seminal Russian authors, such as Pushkin, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Bulgakov, and
Nabokov, in order to articulate their own ideas of the relationship between writing and identity.
Concludes with an examination of how new technology and recent copyright laws have affected
post-Soviet notions of authorship.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08.

Literature and Arts A-47. The Perfect Tale: The Art of Storytelling in Medieval France -
(New Course)

Catalog Number: 6627

Virginie Greene

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

The goal of this course is to present students with medieval literature as creative writing. It
focuses on 12th- and 13th-century Old French narratives that influenced greatly the development
of European literature and are still a source of inspiration for writers and screenwriters. Our
reading of Arthurian romances, epics, chronicles, and short stories explores the innovative
techniques that master story-tellers such as Chrétien de Troyes and Marie de France developed to
start and end a story, build a character, delineate a plot, entertain and educate their readers.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. No knowledge of French required.

[Literature and Arts A-48. Modern Jewish Literature]

Catalog Number: 1250

Ruth R. Wisse

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
Studies works in different languages and genres that variously interpret the experience of Jews in
the 20th century. Explores such issues as what information literature can provide, the relation of
language and historical context to artistic strategy, and personal and national perspectives in
narrative. Authors include Sholem Aleichem, Franz Kafka, Isaac Babel, I1saac Bashevis Singer,
Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Primo Levi, and Saul Bellow.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Literature and Arts A-51. Virgil: Poetry and Reception]

Catalog Number: 1565

Richard F. Thomas

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Begins with the Aeneid, paradigmatic epic of the West, from various perspectives, involving
literary aesthetics and translation theory, Homeric and other intertextuality, concepts of heroism
and anti-heroism, individual choice vs. public responsibility, critique of empire then, now, and in
between. Concurrent attention to Virgil tradition in early Christianity, Dante, Milton, Dryden, the
Romantics, post-WW!I Modernists; influence on music, art, and iconography. Subsequent focus
on the Eclogues and Georgics, their place in the traditions of European pastoral and didactic,
status as works of early Augustan poetry, and reception from Petrarch to Heaney.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.
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Literature and Arts A-53. “Athens and Jerusalem”: Self and Other in Classical Greek and
Hebrew Literature

Catalog Number: 8681

Peter Machinist and Bennett Simon (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
5

Examines the representation of “self” and “other” in two literatures foundational to Western
culture, Classical Greek and Biblical Hebrew. The premise is the necessity of an “other” in order
to define the “self.” Starts with “Athens” and “Jerusalem” as emblematic of the self/other
polarity that the West drew out of these literatures. Then explores in them other manifestations of
self and other: group identity and group origins, woman and deity as other, the development of
heroic selfhood, and the emergence of self-knowledge. Emphasizes throughout how poetic and
narrative forms both shape and are shaped by visions of self and other.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction

[Literature and Arts A-57. State and Nation: Languages in Conflict]

Catalog Number: 1599

Doris Sommer and Eileen Cheng-yin Chow

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

The intellectual, social, and aesthetic advantages of bilingualism will be explored through
significant works of literature and theory. Bilingualism is an increasingly common condition,
given transnational movements. But it is often misunderstood as confused or deficient because
outdated expectations about identity and belonging prefer simple labels. Normally complex and
creative, bilinguals are sophisticated about language. They know it is arbitrary and that
communication is full of risks, mistakes, and pleasures of intermittent contact. This uneasiness
about language amounts to a predisposition toward aesthetics and other philosophies.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts A-63. Women Writers in Imperial China: How to Escape from the
Feminine Voice

Catalog Number: 8286

Wilt L. Idema

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
Despite the dominance of men as authors, subjects, and readers of literature in imperial China
(221 BCE-1911), this same period also saw the emergence and development of a rich tradition
of women'’s literature. We will discuss what kinds of women have left literary works, and how
the marginal status of women’s literature affected the genres women wrote in and the subjects
they could deal with. As China’s male literature developed its own tradition of writing in the
voice of women, we will pay special attention to the question of how women found their own
voice despite this pre-existing “feminine” tradition.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts A-64. American Literature and the American Environment
Catalog Number: 4783
Lawrence Buell
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Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 11
A study of selected traditions in American writing that have been formed by perceptions of the
American environment. Topics include the cult of wilderness; white images of the American
Indian and vice versa; the pastoral, agrarian, and natural history traditions in American prose;
and literary responses to urbanization and environmental endangerment. Readings range from
17th-century Puritan texts to contemporary works, with primary emphasis on narrative and
nonfictional prose, but some works of poetry are included as well.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts A-67. Poetry and Power: The Celtic Bard - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 0631

Catherine McKenna

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
The Celtic word “bard” comes from languages now spoken by relatively few. Once, bards were
powerful: they could destroy weak, unjust, or greedy kings with their invective, or make good
kings prosperous, victorious and fertile. Over time, poets found new ways to use their powers—in
love, in politics, in lament. When their languages began to retreat before the advancing tide of
English, bards found themselves making poems about language and about poetry itself. We read
(in translation, but with glimpses of the originals) poetry of Celtic bards from the Middle Ages to
the present, tracing the transformations of power that it undergoes.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Literature and Arts A-70. The Book of Job and the Joban Tradition]

Catalog Number: 7991

Peter Machinist

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
An examination of the biblical book of Job along with related texts, ancient, medieval, and
modern, that allow us to establish the literary and philosophical traditions in which Job was
composed and the literary and philosophical legacy it has left. Particular focus on the ways the
texts play off one another in literary form and expression and in their treatment of such themes as
divine justice, human piety, and the nature of the divine-human encounter.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

Literature and Arts A-72. The Enlightenment Invention of the Modern Self

Catalog Number: 7800

Leo Damrosch

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
A study of major 18th-century autobiographical, fictional, and philosophical texts that explore
the paradoxes of the modern self at a time when traditional religious and philosophical
explanations were breaking down. Writers to be read include Mme. de Lafayette, Boswell,
Voltaire, Gibbon, Diderot, Rousseau, Laclos, Franklin, and Blake.

Literature and Arts A-82. Orpheus: Literary, Artistic, and Cultural Figurations

Catalog Number: 1445

John T. Hamilton

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
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The course spans over two thousand years of varying interpretations, settings, and appropriations
of the Orpheus myth. The power of music and the fatality of passion, the expropriating effects of
language and the regeneration of poetry, are but a few of the themes addressed and elaborated
within the myth’s threefold configuration of harmony, descent, and dismemberment. In addition
to investigating the rich literary tradition, the course also turns to significant versions in opera,
ballet, film, and the visual arts.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08.

[Literature and Arts A-86. American Protest Literature from Tom Paine to Tupac]
Catalog Number: 7442

John Stauffer

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

This interdisciplinary course examines the rich tradition of protest literature in the US from the
American Revolution to the rise of Hip Hop and globalization. Using a broad definition of
“protest literature,” it focuses on the production and consumption of dissent as a site of
progressive social critique, using a wide variety of print, visual, and oral forms. We examine the
historical links between modes of protest and meanings of literature, and explore how various
expressions of dissent function as aesthetic, performative, rhetorical, and ideological texts within
specific cultural contexts. “Readings” range from novels to photographs and music.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts A-88. Interracial Literature - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 1086

Werner Sollors

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

This course examines a wide variety of literary texts on black-white couples, interracial families,
and biracial identity, from classical antiquity to the present. Works studied include romances,
novellas, plays, novels, short stories, poems, and non-fiction, as well as some films and examples
from the visual arts. Topics for discussion range from interracial genealogies to racial “passing,”
from representations of racial difference to alternative plot resolutions, and from religious and
political to legal and scientific contexts for the changing understanding of “race.”

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Cross-listed Core course that satisfies the Literature and Arts A requirement

The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts A or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 68. Authority and the Claims of the Individual in Chinese Literary
Culture]

Departmental courses that satisfy the Literature and Arts A requirement
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The following courses may be taken to meet the Literature and Arts A requirement. These
courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or
more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

English 10a. Major British Writers |

English 10b. Major British Writers 11

English 151. The 19th-Century Novel

Scandinavian 80. The Vikings and the Nordic Heroic Tradition

Literature and Arts B

Literature and Arts B-11 (formerly Visual and Environmental Studies 170a). The Art of
Film

Catalog Number: 4249 Enrollment: Limited to 200.

D. N. Rodowick

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. Additional weekly
required screenings scheduled on Mondays from 4-6 pm. EXAM GROUP: 5

An introduction to film style and aesthetics with a focus on developing critical and formal
analytical skills. Through readings and screenings of a broad range of films, the class examines
the primary visual, aural, and narrative conventions by which motion pictures create and
comment upon significant social experience. Issues of mise-en-scéne, framing, image
composition, photographic space, editing, sound, narrative structure, and point of view will be
discussed as components of cinematic style and meaning.

Literature and Arts B-20. Designing the American City: Civic Aspirations and Urban
Form

Catalog Number: 3243

Alex Krieger (Design School)

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

An interpretive look at the American city in terms of changing attitudes toward urban life. City
and suburb are experienced as the product of design and planning decisions informed by cultural
and economic forces, and in relationship to utopian and pragmatic efforts to reinterpret urban
traditions in search of American alternatives. Topics include: persistent ideals such as the single-
family home, attitudes toward public and private space, the rise of suburbs and suburban sprawl,
cycles of disinvestment and renewed interest in urban centers, and impacts of mobility and
technology on settlement patterns.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts B-21. The Images of Alexander the Great

Catalog Number: 2267

David G. Mitten

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

The images of Alexander the Great are examined within various cultural contexts ranging from
4th-century BCE Greece to 20th-century America. Various art forms (including sculpture, coins,
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and paintings) illuminate Alexander’s personality and career and the development of his legend.
Course explores how images reveal the complex relationship between a strong individual
personality and artistic conventions. Special attention is paid to the importance of political
imagery and how the images of Alexander reflect changing ideas of rulership. Where, if
anywhere, is the “truth” in these images? Original objects in the Sackler collection and Boston
Museum of Fine Arts are emphasized.

Literature and Arts B-23. The Japanese Woodblock Print - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 4914

Yukio Lippit

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
This course provides a thorough introduction to the woodblock print — Japan’s most celebrated
artistic medium — from its emergence in the mid 17th century to the present. Technical
developments, major genres, and master designers are explored within the context of the print’s
relationship to the urban culture of early modern and modern Japan. Other issues to be studied
include censorship, theatricality, the construction of social roles, Western influence, the
representation of war, and Japonisme. Special emphasis is placed on an examination of habits of
pictorial representation and protocols of viewing unique to the Japanese print medium.

[Literature and Arts B-24. Constructing Reality: Photography as Fact and Fiction]
Catalog Number: 5649

Robin E. Kelsey

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Historically, photographs have been exceptionally persuasive records of places, people, and
events. This course will consider photographs from a broad range of cultural sites and activities,
including battlefields, expeditions, laboratories, slums, farms, factories, political rallies, and
crime scenes, to investigate the ways in which photographers, viewers, and institutions have
negotiated the interplay of photography’s rhetorical and evidentiary dimensions. Featured
photographs and practices will be drawn from various countries and historical moments.
Particular attention will be given to fostering skills in visual analysis and historical interpretation.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Literature and Arts B-34. Frank Lloyd Wright and the Modern City and Suburb]
Catalog Number: 3508

Neil Levine

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

How did the modern city and suburb come to have the shape they do? This course examines the
relatively unstudied area of Frank Lloyd Wright’s designs for the modern metropolis as a lens
through which to understand the history of 20th-century city planning and urban design as a
whole. Subjects will range from the creation of the modern suburb and skyscraper city to the
problems of designing for the automobile and revitalizing the downtown. Issues of theory,
context (both physical and cultural), politics, criticism, and historical relevance will all be
addressed.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.
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[Literature and Arts B-35. The Age of Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent: Art, Architecture,
and Ceremonial at the Ottoman Court]

Catalog Number: 1678

Gulru Necipoglu-Kafadar

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

“Golden Age” of Ottoman-Islamic visual culture in the 16th century, considered within its
ceremonial and historical contexts, focusing on architecture, miniature painting, and decorative
arts. Stresses the transformation of Byzantine Constantinople into Ottoman Istanbul, formation
of an imperial architectural style, and artistic contacts with contemporary European and Islamic
courts. Considers art and architecture of Safavid Iran and Mughal India as a comparative
backdrop. Discusses the role of centralized court ateliers in propagating canons of taste, the
emphasis on decorative arts in a culture that rejected monumental sculpture and painting, and
representations of the East by European artists in the Orientalist mode.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Literature and Arts B-43. The Gothic Cathedral]

Catalog Number: 1561

Jeffrey F. Hamburger

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Coined as a term of contempt, “Gothic” now defines among the most exalted works of art and
architecture in the Western tradition. To this day, Gothic cathedrals dominate the urban
landscape in much of Europe. In their own time, they represented a revolution in design and in
religious and social practice. The course aims to consider the cathedral, principally in France, in
all its dimensions: civic, religious, ideological, and historiographical, with the emphasis on the
architecture, as well as sculpture, stained glass, metalwork, and manuscript illumination.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts B-46. Art in the Wake of the Mongol Conquests: Genghis Khan and
His Successors

Catalog Number: 6029

David J. Roxburgh

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Genghis Khan’s legacy entailed the destruction of social and cultural order. Paradoxically, his
empire forged a dynamic relationship between nomadic and sedentary societies; his successors
fostered a climate of intense activity in art and architecture, producing complex fusions of artistic
traditions between the Middle East and China. Key works of art and architecture are studied as a
process of cultural assimilation, as constructions of an evolving political structure and social
order in the aftermath of the Mongol conquests (ca.1256-1506). Themes include patronage,
production, art as political and ideological tool, tensions between nomadic and sedentary sources
of prestige and legitimation.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts B-48. Chinese Imaginary Space
Catalog Number: 9186
Eugene Wang
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Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Examines visual representations of imaginary space, i.e., alternative worlds or heightened modes
of existence, such as heaven, paradise, numinous afterlife world, utopian land, immortal islets,
fictive frontier, and mindscape, etc., as they are evoked in Chinese tombs, cave shrines,
sarcophagus design, scroll paintings, calligraphy, gardens, architecture, and films. Modes of
analysis are introduced to understand how different media effectively conjure up these other
worlds and spaces. Also explores how these imaginary worlds displace social reality and cultural
aspirations. The ultimate goal is to enable the student to appreciate the crucial role of space in the
making of visual culture.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08.

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction

Literature and Arts B-49. Modernisms 1865-1968 - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 7619

Benjamin Buchloh

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
This course introduces the complex and contradictory history of modernism in the visual arts of
Europe and the US, focusing on central figures (e.g. Manet, Picasso, Duchamp, Warhol) and
movements (e.g. Cubism, Dada, Soviet Avant-garde), as much as on the key concepts of that
history. Lectures will emphasize the methodological diversity developed within recent art history
to theorize and historicize Modernism. Readings will comprise key texts by artists, historians,
and critics.

Literature and Arts B-51. First Nights: Five Performance Premieres

Catalog Number: 0144

Thomas Forrest Kelly

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3

A study of five famous pieces of music, both as timeless works of art and as moments of cultural
history. Close attention is given to techniques of musical listening, and to the details of the first
performance of each work, with a consideration of the problems involved in assembling such a
picture. Works studied are Beethoven, Symphony no. 9; Berlioz, Symphonie fantastique;
Stravinsky, Le sacre du printemps; Handel, Messiah; Monteverdi, Orfeo. The course concludes
with the first performance of a new work especially commissioned for this course.

Literature and Arts B-63. Bach in His Time and Through the Centuries

Catalog Number: 1520

Christoph Wolff

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
A study of the music of J.S. Bach in various contexts, focusing on selected vocal and
instrumental compositions with particular attention to biographical perspectives, style, genre, and
the music of major contemporaries. Beyond this, the encyclopedic nature of Bach’s creative
output, which renders him one of the most seminal figures in the history of music, lends itself to
an examination of his relationship to musical traditions from the Middle Ages through the
Baroque, as well as his influence on compositional techniques and aesthetics from the 18th
through the 20th century.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.
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Literature and Arts B-68. Opera

Catalog Number: 0940

Anne C. Shreffler

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Opera combines dramatic, musical, and visual experiences. It can be intensely moving as well as
intellectually stimulating; it offers interior monologues and thrilling virtuosity, a private aesthetic
experience and public display. It has flourished in different cultures and has served a wide
variety of interests. Our main focus will be on listening to the music of five selected operas and
understanding how the music shapes the drama. We shall also reflect on the dramatic content of
the librettos and on the operas’ historical positions. Students are encouraged to take advantage of
live opera in the Boston area.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08.

[Literature and Arts B-78. Soundscapes: Exploring Music in a Changing World]

Catalog Number: 2093

Kay Kaufman Shelemay

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

Many musical traditions at the turn of the 21st century cross geographic boundaries. Nowhere
are diverse music traditions more prominently represented in public performance and maintained
in private practice than in North America, where centuries of immigration and an increasingly
multiethnic population have given rise to a complex musical environment. “Soundscapes”
explores a cross-section of the different musical styles that coexist and interact in today’s
society, examining their relationship to their historical homelands and to their present-day
settings.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.

[Literature and Arts B-82. Sayin’ Something: Jazz as Sound, Sensibility, and Social
Dialogue]

Catalog Number: 9532

Ingrid Monson

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
An examination of jazz improvisation as a musical and social process. Key themes include
learning to listen from the "bottom of the band up," and why jazz is perceived to "say something"
about social issues--among them racial segregation, interracial encounter through music, the
struggle for civil rights, and the aesthetics of modernism. Musical examples drawn from
throughout the history of the music illustrate the ongoing dialogue between the musical and the
social.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Cross-listed Core course that satisfies the Literature and Arts B requirement
The following courses fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be

taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts B or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
Foreign Cultures 21. Cinéma et culture francaise, de 1896 & nos jours

35


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/0940
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/8550

Harvard University

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Ofhice of the Registrar

Departmental courses that satisfy the Literature and Arts B requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Literature and Arts B requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Music 1a. Introduction to Western Music from the Middle Ages to Mozart
[Music 1b. Introduction to Western Music from Beethoven to the Present]
Music 2. Foundations of Tonal Music |

Visual and Environmental Studies 71 (formerly 171h). Silent Cinema
Visual and Environmental Studies 72 (formerly 172h). Sound Cinema

Literature and Arts C

Literature and Arts C-14. Concepts of the Hero in Greek Civilization

Catalog Number: 3915

Gregory Nagy

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
The true “hero” of this course is the logos or “word” of logical reasoning, as activated by
Socratic dialogue. The logos of dialogue requires careful thinking, realized in close reading and
reflective writing. The last “word” in the course will come from Plato’s memories of Socrates’
last days. These memories depend on a thorough understanding of heroic concepts in all their
historical varieties throughout Greek civilization. This course leads to such an understanding
through dialogues, guiding the attentive reader through many ancient Greek Classics, including
works by Homer, Hesiod, Sappho, Alcman, Pindar, Theognis, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides,
Herodotus, and Plato.

Literature and Arts C-18. Hindu Myth, Image, and Pilgrimage

Catalog Number: 7384

Diana L. Eck

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

An exploration of Hindu myths, images, and pilgrimages in the context of classical and modern
Hindu culture. Studies the stories of the gods of India: Vishnu, Krishna, Shiva, and Devi; the
heroes and heroines of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata; the temples and visual images of the
gods and heroes in the classical and folk traditions; and the pilgrimages that link this
mythological and artistic complex to the mountains, rivers, and cities of India.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Literature and Arts C-20. The Hero of Irish Myth and Saga]

Catalog Number: 7817

Tomas O Cathasaigh

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
A study of the ways in which the hero is represented in early Irish sources, especially in the saga
literature. The texts reflect the ideology and concerns of a society which had been converted to
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Christianity, but continued to draw on its Indo-European and Celtic heritage. The biographies of
the Ulster hero, Cu Chulainn, of his divine father, Lug, and of certain king-heroes are studied in
depth. The wisdom literature, and archaeological and historical evidence will be taken into
account.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts C-22. European Culture in the Middle Ages

Catalog Number: 2020

Jan Ziolkowski

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Studies the culture—Iliterary, artistic, and musical—that was produced and disseminated in the
Middle Ages through the fusion of classical education with Christian scriptures and liturgy.
Examines major authors and texts in which this culture took shape and expressed itself (such as
Augustine, Song of Roland, Chrétien de Troyes, Tristan, and Dante’s Inferno). Relates texts to
art, especially manuscript illumination.

Literature and Arts C-25. The Medieval Stage

Catalog Number: 5114

Eckehard Simon

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13

Case studies of major plays from medieval Europe (mainly France and England) and how they
were staged in their original settings (churches, marketplaces, streets). Examines theater as
worship and revelry in monasteries and cathedrals, as an expression of emerging town culture,
and as a mass medium of religious instruction. Explores the architecture of theater spaces,
different stage types, the “theater” of medieval art, and the role of music. Illustrated lectures.

Literature and Arts C-28. Icon-Ritual-Text: Reading the Culture of Medieval Rus’

Catalog Number: 2798

Michael S. Flier

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

An introduction to the culture of the medieval East Slavs, precursors of the Russians, Ukrainians,
and Belarusians. The course examines icon and fresco painting, architecture, ritual, music,
folklore, and literature in historical and social context for clues to the evolution of an apocalyptic
worldview, extending from the Christianization of Rus’ in the 10th century, through the reign of
Ivan the Terrible, to the advent of Peter the Great at the end of the 17th century.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. All readings in English.

Literature and Arts C-30. How and What Russia Learned to Read: The Rise of Russian
Literary Culture

Catalog Number: 7952

William Mills Todd Il

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3
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An exploration in the Russian imperial period (18th—19th centuries) of the development of a
secular literary tradition. Focus on institutions of literature, issues of literature and ideology, and
the refraction of cultural problems in literary form. Reading of novels by Pushkin, Lermontov,
Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy in social and historical context.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. No knowledge of Russian required.

Literature and Arts C-40. The Chinese Literati

Catalog Number: 5226

Peter K. Bol

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Examines from literary, philosophical, and historical perspectives the creation in later imperial
China of an enduring national culture, which flourished through dynastic change and foreign
conquest. Particular attention is given to the role of the literati and their work as poets, essayists,
novelists, painters, moral philosophers, and political thinkers. Themes include the relation of
culture to political authority, the search for grounds for individual responsibility, the literary and
artistic representation of the self, growing ambivalence toward political service, and the rise of
individualism. Introduces Chinese approaches to interpreting literary, artistic, and philosophical
works.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Literature and Arts C or Historical Study B, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-42. Constructing the Samurai

Catalog Number: 3743

Harold Bolitho

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Examines the rise and fall of Japan’s warrior class and of the bushido ethos. Concentrates on two
interrelated themes: the historical reality and the construction of a mythology—both positive and
negative—in Japanese popular culture and the Western imagination. Themes will include
warfare, training, religion, values, art, literature, and family life. Visual materials will be used
extensively.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Literature and Arts C or
Historical Study B, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-43. The Medieval Court

Catalog Number: 5794

Eckehard Simon

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

In the High Middle Ages (1100-1250), the European aristocracy created a court culture that
became a permanent part of the Western heritage. We study this civilization by reading its
greatest literature: the Roland epic, lyrics of the troubadours and minnesingers, the tales of Marie
de France, the Arthurian and grail-quest romances of Chrétien and Wolfram, Gottfried’s Tristan.
To probe the complex interrelationship between literature and life, we look, in slide lectures, at
the historical context: lordship society, castles and castle life, women and marriage, “courtly
love,” knights and chivalry, court art, major courts, notable lives.
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[Literature and Arts C-50. Russian Imperial Masterworks and Their Post-Histories]
Catalog Number: 2786

Julie A. Buckler

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

Investigates major works of imperial Russian culture (literary, architectural, musical, theatrical)
as products of their original historical contexts and in terms of their on-going life as
acknowledged “masterworks” in Russia and the West. Works include Rastrelli’s Winter Palace,
Falconet’s monument to Peter the Great, Pushkin’s The Bronze Horseman, Dostoevsky’s Notes
From the Underground, Tolstoy’s War and Peace, Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov, Tchaikovsky’s
Swan Lake, Chekov’s Uncle Vanya, and Bely’s Petersburg, as well as the imperial capital city of
St. Petersburg itself. How have these masterworks been variously renewed and reinterpreted
since their initial reception?

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Literature and Arts C-51. Revolution and Reaction: The Rise and Fall of the Russian
Avant-Garde]

Catalog Number: 6984

John E. Malmstad

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

An introduction to the radical transformations of Russian culture between 1890-1930, with
particular attention to the “isms,” avant-garde and otherwise, that shaped society and the arts
during a period of rapid modernization and experimentation: Symbolism, Futurism, Cubo-
Futurism, Suprematism, Constructivism. Focuses on developments in literature, art, music,
ballet, and film, their interaction and relation to the historical context.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. All readings in English. For students under the Core
requirement, counts as either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-55. Surrealism: Avant-Garde Art and Politics between the Wars
Catalog Number: 7818

Susan R. Suleiman

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

An overview of Surrealism in the context of European culture and politics of the 20th century.
Focus on major works of writers, artists, and filmmakers associated with the Surrealist
movement, chiefly in the period between the two world wars; some attention also paid to earlier
works and movements, and to the influence of and reactions to Surrealism after 1945. Discussion
of works by Breton, Aragon, Tzara, Lautréamont, Artaud, Eluard, Carrington, Bunuel and Dali,
Dulac, Magritte, Tanning, Ernst, Man Ray, Bellmer, and others.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts C-56. Putting Modernism Together

Catalog Number: 8437

Daniel Albright

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
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Just as a pine or a willow is known from the shape of its branching, so human culture can be
understood as a growth-pattern, a ramifying of artistic, intellectual, and political action. This
course tries to find the center of the Modernist movement (1872—-1927) by studying the literature,
music, and painting of the period, to see whether some congruence of effort in all these media
can be found. By looking at the range of artistic production in a few key years, we come to know
this age of aesthetic extremism, perhaps unparalleled in Western history.

Literature and Arts C-61. The Rome of Augustus

Catalog Number: 1101

R. J. Tarrant

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Roman culture and society in a period of radical transformation, the lifetime of the first emperor,
Augustus (63 BCE-14 CE). Focuses on the interplay between a new set of political realities and
developments in literature, the visual arts, and the organization of private and social life.
Readings (all in translation) from Catullus, Cicero, Virgil, Horace, Livy, Propertius, Ovid, and
Tacitus, with special attention to the two great masterworks of the period, Virgil’s Aeneid and
Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Most lectures illustrated with slides.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Literature and Arts C or Historical Study B, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-65. Repression and Expression: Literature and Art in Fin-de-siécle
Germany and Austria

Catalog Number: 4312

Peter J. Burgard

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

Examines German and Austrian literature and art of the period 1880-1920 in terms of gender,
sexuality, and language. Begins with readings of Nietzsche and Freud that establish the thematic
parameters of investigation and that enable an understanding of the extent to which this period in
cultural history is grounded in their ideas. Discussions of individual texts and paintings focus on
how problems of gender, sexuality, and language both intersect and reflect one another in the
literature and art of the age. Readings include Nietzsche, Freud, Wedekind, Schnitzler,
Hofmannsthal, Mann, Musil, Kafka. Artists include Klimt, Schiele, Kokoschka, Kirchner, Marc,
Kandinsky.

Note: No knowledge of German required.

Literature and Arts C-67. The German Colonial Imagination

Catalog Number: 9369

Judith Ryan

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Representations of German colonialism in fiction and film. Consideration of the following
topics: Bismarck’s colonial policies, late 19th-century critiques of colonialism, controversies
about the notion of the noble colonist, turn-of-the-century legal debates, National Socialism and
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its attempts to revive the idea of German colonialism, recent critiques of German colonialism.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Literature and Arts C-70. From the Hebrew Bible to Judaism, From the Old Testament to
Christianity

Catalog Number: 5275

Shaye J.D. Cohen

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

The Hebrew Scriptures, what Christians call the “Old Testament” and Jews call the “Bible,” are
the basis of both Judaism and Christianity. In this course we shall survey how this work of
literature, through interpretation and re-interpretation, spawned two different cultural systems.
Topics to be surveyed include: canon and prophecy; exegesis and Midrash; Shabbat and Sunday;
temple, synagogue, church; the Oral Torah and the Logos; sin and righteousness; messiah and
redemption.

Cross-listed Core course that satisfies the Literature and Arts C requirement

The following courses fully listed in the Historical Study B area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts C or in Historical Study B, but not
both. [Historical Study B-19. The Renaissance in Florence]

The following courses fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts C or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
Foreign Cultures 67. Popular Culture in Modern China

Foreign Cultures 67. Popular Culture in Modern China
[Historical Study B-19. The Renaissance in Florence]

Departmental courses that satisfy the Literature and Arts C requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Literature and Arts C requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

[English 167p. Postcolonial Narratives]
English 177. Art and Thought of the Cold War

Moral Reasoning
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of courses in Moral Reasoning is to discuss significant and recurrent questions
of choice and value that arise in human experience. They seek to acquaint students with the
important traditions of thought that have informed such choices in the past and to enlarge the
students’ awareness of how people have understood the nature of the virtuous life. The courses
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are intended to show that it is possible to reflect reasonably about such matters as justice,
obligation, citizenship, loyalty, courage, and personal responsibility.

Moral Reasoning

Moral Reasoning 17. Democracy and Inequality

Catalog Number: 6085

Harvey C. Mansfield

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
In what ways are we equal, in what ways unequal or different? Which are more essential? How
much should moral reasoning be guided by our equality, how much by inequality? Can
democracy do justice to both? These questions are considered and answered by reading Plato’s
Republic, Hobbes’ Leviathan, and Tocqueville’s Democracy in America: three beautiful books
presenting the best argument for aristocracy, the most realistic basis for equality, and the best
analysis of democracy.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Moral Reasoning 22. Justice]

Catalog Number: 3753

Michael J. Sandel

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

A critical analysis of selected classical and contemporary theories of justice, with discussion of
present-day practical applications. Topics include affirmative action, income distribution, same-
sex marriage, free speech vs. hate speech, debates about rights (human rights and property
rights), arguments for and against equality, debates about political obligation and the claims of
community. Readings include Aristotle, Locke, Kant, Mill, and Rawls.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Moral Reasoning 28. Ethics and International Relations ]

Catalog Number: 0642

Stanley Hoffmann

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 2-3:30 and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
16, 17

Is ethical action in international affairs possible—or does the absence of global moral consensus
and a central world government doom states and citizens to the amoral pursuit of clashing
national interests? The course considers contrasting arguments by philosophers and social
thinkers (e.g., Thucydides, Machiavelli, Kant, and Weber) as well as specific issues in
contemporary international politics: intervention and the use of force, the morality of nuclear
deterrence, human rights, distributive justice, and the moral responsibilities of leaders and
citizens.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Moral Reasoning 33. Issues in Ethics
Catalog Number: 2255
Thomas M. Scanlon, Jr.
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Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
Is pleasure the only ultimate good? Are individuals’ preferences the only basis for assessing the
quality of their lives? What makes acts wrong? Is moral blame applicable only to agents who
have free will? Should we accept moral relativism? Readings mainly from contemporary
philosophers.

Moral Reasoning 40. Confucian Humanism: Self-Cultivation and Moral Community
Catalog Number: 0466

Wei-Ming Tu

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Explores a style of moral reasoning informed by Confucian humanism, which takes self-
cultivation as the basis for the development of a moral community. Focuses on the perception of
the self as a center of relationships and the conviction that society ought to be a community of
trust. Although our main concern is to understand Confucian ethics as a form of “virtue-
centered” morality, attention is also given to a critical analysis of the limits of Confucian ethics
in light of contemporary discussions of such issues as human rights and political authority.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Moral Reasoning 54. “If There is No God, All is Permitted”: Theism and Moral
Reasoning]

Catalog Number: 1321

Jay M. Harris

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

This course will examine the ways in which a concept of God has informed Western moral
discourse trying to help students engage the literature as they consider why one might think “if
there is no God, all is permitted” and why one might think if there is a God, human moral
achievement is impossible.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Moral Reasoning 56. Self, Freedom, and Existence]

Catalog Number: 6507

Richard Moran

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 2, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 7

How is human freedom possible? Does acting freely mean acting in accordance with reasons or
acting arbitrarily, or neither? Are values chosen, discovered, or invented? How is self-knowledge
possible and how is it different from the knowledge of others? Specific issues to be discussed
include: self-deception and bad faith; the nature of freedom and autonomy; subjectivity and our
relation to others; rationality and irrationality. Readings, which will provide an introduction to a
few of the major texts of Existentialism, will be drawn from Kant, Sartre, Dostoevsky, and
various contemporary writers.

Note: Expected to be given in 2008-009.
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Moral Reasoning 58. Slavery in Western Political Thought

Catalog Number: 8892

Richard Tuck

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

The ownership of one man by another is an obvious and profound affront to many of our
fundamental ideas about morality, and yet for much of human history it was defended—and
often by the greatest moral and political philosophers. How was this possible? The course will
trace the theme of slavery through the arguments of political theorists from the ancient world to
the present and will study the way in which the rejection of slavery became intellectually
possible. These theoretical arguments will be considered in the context of the changing history of
slavery as an institution.

Moral Reasoning 66. Moral Reasoning about Social Protest

Catalog Number: 7778

Susanna Siegel

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
An examination of moral questions that arise in the context of social protest in the US during the
20th century, including the central question of political philosophy: How can political authority
be justified? After studying the Attica prison revolt of 1971, we will consider the following
questions: Is there an obligation to obey the law? What, if any, are the moral limits to this
obligation? Can civil disobedience be justified, and does it always need to be? Texts include
classic excerpts from Plato, Hobbes, Rawls, and Marx.

Moral Reasoning 74. The Theory and Practice of Republican Government

Catalog Number: 1489

Daniel P. Carpenter

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

A theoretical and historical survey of the evolution of republican (representative) government,
with a particular focus upon Anglo-American institutions. We will alternate between
philosophical treatments and empirical studies of republican regimes. Questions include: How
did republican government evolve centuries before mass elections? Did arguments for legislative
supremacy prefigure the rise of parliamentary authority? If so, how? What is the role of virtue in
a democratic republic? How can government ensure the “rule of the wise” without fostering
autocratic power? What institutions besides elections keep the ruled attuned to the people? What
critique might republican theory advance of emerging “populist” arrangements?

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

[Moral Reasoning 76. Comparative Religious Ethics] - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 7037

Anne E. Monius (Divinity School)

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Predicated on the assumption that global concerns are manifest in highly particularized cultural
and religious circumstances, this course seeks to understand Hindu, Buddhist, and Christian
framings of and prospective solutions to the problem of communal violence in the modern world.
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Topics examined in each tradition include: conceptions of moral subjectivity, frameworks for
moral education, close readings of novels that grapple with the moral challenges (especially new
forms of violence) wrought by colonization and globalization, and explicitly religious responses
to such violence in the work of Gandhi, Buddhist monastic communities in Sri Lanka, and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Moral Reasoning 78. Classical Chinese Ethical and Political Theory - (New Course)
Catalog Number: 9742

Michael J. Puett

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
How should one make moral choices? What is the best way to live a moral life? How should the
state be organized to best encourage proper human behavior? And what happens if the state
comes to be formed as an empire? What are the proper moral ways to respond? Questions such
as these were at the heart of classical Chinese philosophical debates. This course will be the
study of how the classical Chinese thinkers wrestled with these questions and what responses
they gave. As we will quickly see, the views that arose in China were among the most powerful
and influential in human history. Regardless of whether one agrees with these views or not, they
should be studied and taken seriously by anyone who cares about ethics and politics.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Moral Reasoning requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Moral Reasoning requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Government 1060. The History of Ancient and Medieval Political Philosophy
Government 1061. The History of Modern Political Philosophy
Philosophy 178. Equality and Democracy

Quantitative Reasoning
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The aim of courses in this area is to introduce students to mathematical and quantitative modes
of thought. Some courses emphasize theoretical aspects of mathematics or statistical reasoning: a
course on number theory or deductive logic, for example, would fall under this heading. Other
courses in this area explore the application of quantitative methods to questions in the natural
sciences, social sciences, or humanities: courses on making decisions under uncertainty, or on
analyzing demographic trends are examples of such applications.

Quantitative Reasoning
Quantitative Reasoning 20. Computers and Computing

Catalog Number: 5430
William H. Bossert
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Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
2

An algorithm is an unambiguously stated procedure for accomplishing a specific task on the
basis of the given information in a given environment. The term is often associated with
computer programs. The course will examine a number of algorithms with regard to their design
and analysis of their relative efficiency. A central theme is the close interaction between the form
of an algorithm and the representation and format of information with which it works. Students
will learn to design and implement programs of modest complexity in a modern programming
language.

Note: Previous programming experience is not required.

Quantitative Reasoning 22. Deductive Logic

Catalog Number: 2508

Peter Koellner

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

The concepts and principles of symbolic logic: valid and invalid arguments, logical relations of
statements and their basis in structural features of those statements, the analysis of complex
statements of ordinary discourse to uncover their structure, the use of a symbolic language to
display logical structure and to facilitate methods for assessing arguments. Analysis of reasoning
with truth-functions (“and”, “or”, “not”, “if...then”) and with quantifiers (“all”, “some”).
Attention to formal languages and axiomatics, and systems for logical deduction. Throughout,
both the theory underlying the norms of valid reasoning and applications to particular problems
will be investigated.

[Quantitative Reasoning 24. Health Economics and Policy]

Catalog Number: 4667

David M. Cutler

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13

Analysis of the medical care system is fundamental to economics and other social sciences, as
well as many professional schools. This course uses quantitative methods (graphical analysis,
algebra, survey design) to examine health and medical systems. Topics to be covered include
rich and poor country health, medical systems, and policy responses. Techniques, including the
required use of a computer spreadsheet, will be developed and demonstrated in class and section.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Quantitative Reasoning 28. The Magic of Numbers

Catalog Number: 4764

Benjamin Weinkove

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
This course will explore the beauty and mystery of mathematics through a study of the patterns
and properties of the natural numbers 1, 2, 3, .... We discuss various special classes of numbers,
such as prime numbers, factorials, and binomial coefficients, and the many ways they arise in
mathematics. We will discuss questions in probability (such as: the likelihood that two people in
a class of 25 have the same birthday). We also study modular arithmetic and secret codes based

46


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/2508
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/4764

Harvard University

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Ofhice of the Registrar

on it.
Note: No mathematical background beyond high school algebra assumed. Emphasis is placed on
discovery through conjecture and experimentation.

[Quantitative Reasoning 32. Uncertainty and Statistical Reasoning]

Catalog Number: 2228

Carl N. Morris

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13

Individuals continually must make decisions under uncertainty in their personal and in their
professional lives. This course develops probability as the appropriate language for describing
uncertainty and shows how statistical data and planned studies can be crucial when evaluating
probabilities and associated risks. Students will learn how others think about uncertainty and risk
and how better to assess uncertainty in their own lives. The course introduces concepts and the
language of probability and statistics with an emphasis on its relationship to quantifying
uncertainty for use in daily life. Examples will be drawn from the media, science, law, medicine,
and government.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Quantitative Reasoning 33. Causal Inference

Catalog Number: 0424

Donald B. Rubin

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 13, 14

Do private schools do a better job than their public counterparts? Does the existence of the QRR
improve the quantitative literacy of the undergraduates at Harvard? Such questions dominate
many decision-making processes, but only rarely are their “answers” based on the careful
collection and analysis of empirical data. This course confronts such causal questions and how to
reach inferentially valid answers that summarize uncertainty using formal probabilistic
statements.

Quantitative Reasoning 34. Counting People: Demography and Human Affairs

Catalog Number: 4329

Peter T. Ellison

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

The size, composition, distribution, and dynamics of human populations arise as important
variables in many domains of inquiry spanning traditional academic boundaries, including
sociology, history, economics, government, public health, and environmental science. This
course seeks to introduce students to the field of human demography as both an area of study and
a mode of inquiry. Emphasis is placed on understanding the methods by which inferences
concerning the nature, distribution, and dynamics of human populations are made. Students
analyze real demographic data from a country of their choice.

[Quantitative Reasoning 36. Statistics and Public Policy]
Catalog Number: 7412
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Christopher Winship

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
2

Statistics are used ubiquitously in the support of various public policy claims. The purpose of
this course is to examine the statistical methods used in making such claims and understand their
potential strengths and weaknesses. The course examines Sampling, Characteristics of
Distributions, Basic Probability, Statistical Reference, Measurement and Scaling, Measures of
Association, Experiments, Quasi-Experiments, and Causal Inference. The goal is to acquire a
clear, conceptual understanding of methods as opposed to the ability to manipulate formulas.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Quantitative Reasoning 38. The Strategy of International Politics

Catalog Number: 7119

Lisa L. Martin

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

International politics is often about strategic interaction among states. When governments make
choices about economic, military, or environmental policies, they take into account the likely
responses and actions of others. This course introduces the logic of strategic interaction by way
of game theory. The principles of game theory are introduced, and students learn how to solve
simple games. Mathematical topics covered include probabilities, set theory, linear equations,
and quadratic equations. The games are motivated and illustrated with examples drawn from
international politics. The logic and techniques developed in this class have wide applications
outside the field of international relations.

[Quantitative Reasoning 46. The Visual Display of Information: The Art of Numbers]
Catalog Number: 9479

Alyssa A. Goodman

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 15, 16

This course focuses on the insight into quantitative information offered by graphs, tables, charts,
maps, and other illustrations. We analyze which of these tools are best for communicating what
kinds of data, and why. Ideas about causality, approximation, statistical significance, credibility,
and dimensionality will be addressed by analyzing real data and their display. The data will be
drawn from medical, astronomical, social-science, aerospace, financial, and geographic
examples. Approximately one-quarter of the course will focus on web and live presentations of
data. Much of the course’s philosophy is based on the work of Edward Tufte.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Quantitative Reasoning 48. Bits

Catalog Number: 2793

Harry R. Lewis

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Information as quantity, resource, and property. Application of quantitative methods to
understanding how information technologies inform issues of public policy, regulation, and law.
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How are music, images, and telephone conversations represented digitally, and how are they
moved reliably from place to place through wires, glass fibers, and the air? Who owns
information, what forms of regulation and law restrict the communication and use of
information, and does it matter? How can secrets and personal privacy be protected at the same
time as society benefits from communicated or shared information?

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08. Mathematical methods will be developed in the
context of the course material. No mathematical background beyond high-school algebra is
required.

Quantitative Reasoning 50. Medical Detectives

Catalog Number: 5707

Karin B. Michels (Medical School, Public Health)

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 2
Why is there confusion in the scientific community as to whether butter or margarine is worse
for your health? How do epidemiologists find out whether cell phone use increases your risk for
brain cancer? What is your risk of contracting diabetes? Discover how researchers draw on
quantitative skills to detect causes of acute disease outbreaks and chronic diseases. This course
introduces the techniques and methods for empirically based analyses, decisions, and actions in
the context of current public health problems.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Quantitative Reasoning requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Quantitative Reasoning
requirement. These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume
prior experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Applied Mathematics 21a. Mathematical Methods in the Sciences

Computer Science 50. Introduction to Computer Science |

Mathematics 1a. Introduction to Calculus

Mathematics 1b. Calculus, Series, and Differential Equations

Mathematics 19a (formerly Mathematics 19). Modeling and Differential Equations for the
Life Sciences

Mathematics 19b. Linear Algebra, Probabilty, and Statistics for the Life Sciences - (New
Course)

Mathematics 20. Introduction to Linear Algebra and Multivariable Calculus
Mathematics 21a. Multivariable Calculus

Mathematics 21b. Linear Algebra and Differential Equations

Mathematics 23a. Theoretical Linear Algebra and Multivariable Calculus |
Mathematics 23b. Theoretical Linear Algebra and Multivariable Calculus 11
Mathematics 25a. Honors Multivariable Calculus and Linear Algebra

Mathematics 25b. Honors Multivariable Calculus and Linear Algebra

*Mathematics 55a. Honors Advanced Calculus and Linear Algebra

Mathematics 55b. Honors Advanced Calculus and Linear Algebra

Statistics 100. Introduction to Quantitative Methods

[Statistics 101. Introduction to Quantitative Methods]

Statistics 102. Fundamentals of Biostatistics
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Statistics 104. Introduction to Quantitative Methods
Statistics 110. Introduction to Probability

The following departmental courses taken together may be used to meet the Quantitative
Reasoning requirement.

Mathematics Xa. Introduction to Functions and Calculus |
Mathematics Xb. Introduction to Functions and Calculus |1

Science
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of the courses in Science is to explore the phenomena, ways of observing and
understanding them, theories that synthesize them, and the undergirding methodology that, taken
together, result in the scientific perception of our world. This world encompasses the very
small—elementary particles, nuclei, atoms, molecules, genes, and cells; the very large—the
Earth, the solar system, and the universe; and living things, including human beings in the past
and present. Each course addresses one or several of these topics in some depth. Students
participate by solving problems, and by observing or by experimenting in the laboratory. This
exposure helps to develop scientific literacy and numeracy, thereby leading to a better
understanding of today’s technologically and scientifically oriented society.

Science A

Courses in this section, largely concerned with the physical sciences, deal with the analysis of
natural phenomena through quantitative descriptions and synthesis of their simple elements.

Science B

Courses in this section, emphasizing biological, evolutionary, and environmental science, present
semiquantitative and frequently descriptive accounts of complex systems that cannot yet be fully
analyzed on the basis of their simple elements.

Science A

Science A-29. The Nature of Light and Matter

Catalog Number: 1706

Roy J. Glauber and Ronald L. Walsworth

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

Explores the ultimate nature of light and develops closely related insights into the structure of
matter. An excursion through the physical world that proceeds by means of colorful lecture
demonstrations drawn from several areas of optics, acoustics, electricity, and magnetism. The
course concentrates on describing natural laws in terms of vivid and useful images emphasizing,
for example, the common features of musical instruments, broadcast transmitters, and radiating
atoms. The behavior of waves of various sorts is used to explain the fundamentals of modern
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communication techniques and to illustrate the limitations imposed on our knowledge by the
uncertainty principle.

Science A-30. The Atmosphere

Catalog Number: 0477 Enrollment: Limited to 60.

Steven C. Wofsy and Daniel J. Jacob

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 9-10:30. EXAM GROUP: 11, 12

The physical and chemical processes that regulate climate and the composition of the atmosphere
are introduced, including mechanics, thermodynamics, radiation, and chemical kinetics.
Atmospheric temperature and precipitation, weather and climate, human activity as a factor for
change, influence of carbon dioxide from fossil fuel on the climate, modification of stratospheric
ozone by industrial chemicals, air pollution, acid rain.

[Science A-35. Matter in the Universe]

Catalog Number: 5923 Enrollment: Limited to 325.

Robert P. Kirshner

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 12-1:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 14, 15

The nature and history of matter revealed by astronomical observation and experimental physics.
Explores the Big Bang and models of the universe, stellar evolution and supernova explosions,
evidence for invisible matter, and the development of structure in the universe. Demonstrates the
physical principles used to interpret astronomical data and to construct a model for the evolution
of the universe on the microscopic and cosmic scales. Examines the way microscopic properties
of matter determine properties of people, stars, galaxies, and the universe as a whole.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Science A-36. Observing the Sun and the Stars]

Catalog Number: 4775

Jonathan E. Grindlay

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and two one-hour laboratory sessions (daytime and
evening) to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Direct observations of the Sun and the stars, to learn how we can understand the Galaxy and the
Universe from stars, the basic building blocks. Students conduct visual observations to measure
apparent motions of the Sun and stars, laboratory experiments with light and spectra, and make
telescopic observations of the Sun and stars using modern instrumentation to explore their
energy output, relative distances, temperatures and chemical composition, and something of their
life histories. Lectures and readings discuss the physical nature and evolution of stars as well as
how stars are organized in our Milky Way Galaxy, and in the Universe.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Science A-39. Time]

Catalog Number: 0077

Gary J. Feldman

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

Studies the evolution, over the past three centuries, of our concept of time and of related
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questions, such as the predictability of the future. Newtonian mechanics envisions a universal
time, symmetric between past and future. The distinction between past and future emerges in the
19th century from considerations of statistical processes. In the 20th century, the theory of
relativity forces fundamental changes in the concept of time. Time ceases to be universal and
becomes entangled with space and gravity. Quantum mechanics limits the predictability of the
future and introduces verified effects so weird that Einstein wrote of them, “No reasonable
definition of reality could be expected to permit this.”

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Prerequisite: Some knowledge of secondary school physics useful, but not required.

Science A-41. The Einstein Revolution

Catalog Number: 3581

Peter L. Galison

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 9:30-11, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 11, 12

Albert Einstein has become the icon of modern science. Following his scientific, cultural,
philosophical, and political trajectory, this course aims to track the changing role of physics in
the 20th- and 21st- centuries. Addresses Einstein’s engagement with relativity, quantum
mechanics, Nazism, nuclear weapons, philosophy, and technology, and raises basic questions
about what it means to understand physics and its history.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Science A-43. Environmental Risks and Disasters

Catalog Number: 6001

Brendan J. Meade

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11, and a 60-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

An introduction to risks in the environment. Different types of hazards are analyzed and
compared: natural disasters, such as tornados, earthquakes, and meteorite impacts; adverse health
effects caused by exposure to radiation and toxic substances such as radon, asbestos, and arsenic;
long-term effects due to environmental change, such as sea level rise and global warming.
Emphasizes the basic physical principles controlling the hazardous phenomena and develops
simple quantitative methods for making scientifically reasoned assessments of the threats posed
by hazardous events, processes, and exposures. Discusses methods of risk mitigation and
sociological, psychological, and economic aspects of risk control and management.

[Science A-45. Reality Physics]

Catalog Number: 4562

Gerald Gabrielse

Half course (spring term). M., W., 12-1:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5,6

What flows from electrical wall sockets, cell phones, and power lines? What are the risks? How
do magnetic resonance imaging, X-rays, and CT scans take pictures within our bodies, and with
what danger? What are the lasers that inhabit grocery store checkout counters and CD players?
What are atomic clocks? How have they and GPS satellites revolutionized navigation for
backpackers and ships? How does Einstein’s famous formula describe the energy release from
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nuclei? What are nuclear reactors and nuclear waste? This quantitative study of the physics of
daily life is intended to enable more informed choices in our society.
Note: Expected to be given in 2008-09.

Science A-47. Cosmic Connections

Catalog Number: 6940

David Charbonneau

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
This course will examine the origin and evolution of stars and planets, and will consider
connections between astronomical events and the conditions that seem necessary for life to
develop. The underlying theme is that humans are a part of an evolving Universe and that our
presence is linked to the cosmos at large. To tell this story, we must talk about how the Earth and
the Sun came about, and ultimately how the Milky Way and the Universe were created.

Science A-49. The Physics of Music and Sound

Catalog Number: 8987

Eric J. Heller

Half course (fall term). M., W., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6,
7

Sound and music are integral parts of all human cultures, and play critical roles in
communications and social interactions. In this course, we explore the science of the production,
transmission, and perception of sound, with the aim of expanding both scientific and artistic
horizons. Topics will include the nature of vibrations, resonance, interference, harmony,
dissonance, musical instruments, and human auditory response. Principles of physics are slowly
worked into the course as topics arise. The mathematical background of students is assumed to
be at the level of high school algebra and trigonometry.

Science A-50. Invisible Worlds: Micro- and Nanothings. Science, Technology, and Public
Policy

Catalog Number: 5565

George M. Whitesides and Mara Prentiss

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
What we perceive as “reality” is the best effort of our senses to interpret a deeper, largely
invisible, reality that is unnervingly strange. This course will survey the world of very small
things, objects with dimensions of nanometers and micrometers. The behaviors of these objects
are often entirely counterintuitive; they can also be quite useful. Micro- and nanostructures are
the basis both of fundamentally new science, and of ubiquitous technologies: quantum dots,
computers, the biological nanomotors that power muscle, buckyballs, tools for examining single
mammalian cells, lasers. The course will describe these objects and how they function; it will
also touch on issues of commercialization, economics, public policy, and ethics that spring from
the avalanche of discovery and invention in this area.

[Science A-52. Energy, Environment, and Industrial Development ]

Catalog Number: 1387

Frederick H. Abernathy and Michael B. McElroy

Half course (spring term). M., W., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
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6,7

Uses the historical background of industrial development from the New England industrial
revolution as the framework for studying the technical aspects of succeeding waves of industrial
development. Study and understanding of the underlying technologies will develop the technical
knowledge and computational skills to prepare citizens to make informed numerical estimates of
energy use and environmental consequences of current and proposed energy and industrial
systems. Principles of physics and chemistry are worked into the course as dictated by the topics.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Prerequisite: Students are expected to have a background of high school algebra and
trigonometry.

Science A-54. Life as a Planetary Phenomenon

Catalog Number: 5680 Enrollment: Limited to 60.

Andrew H. Knoll and Dimitar D. Sasselov

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 13,14

This course considers the relationship between life and the planet on which it resides. It
examines the scientific quest to understand where life might thrive beyond Earth. On Earth, life
was born of planetary processes and has been sustained by plate tectonics and other physical
processes. Through evolution, life has in fact emerged as major influence on our planet’s surface.
Fundamental features of terrestrial life and evolution are addressed in the context of astronomy,
planetary physics and chemistry. These, in turn, provide a basis for the exploration for other
habitable planets, both within our solar system and in the greater universe.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Science A requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Science A requirement. These
courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or
more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Chemistry 17. Principles of Organic Chemistry

Chemistry 20. Organic Chemistry

Chemistry 27. Organic Chemistry of Life

Chemistry 30. Organic Chemistry

Earth and Planetary Sciences 5. Introduction to Environmental Science: Atmosphere,
Ocean, and Biosphere

Earth and Planetary Sciences 7. Introduction to Geological Sciences

*Engineering Sciences 50. Introduction to Electrical Engineering

Life Sciences 1a. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular
Biology, and Cell Biology

Physical Sciences 1. Chemical Bonding, Energy, and Reactivity: An Introduction to the
Physical Sciences - (New Course)

Physical Sciences 2. Mechanics, Elasticity, Fluids, and Diffusion - (New Course)
Physics 11a. Mechanics

Physics 11b. Electricity, Magnetism, and Waves

Physics 15a. Introductory Mechanics and Relativity
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Physics 15b. Introductory Electromagnetism
Physics 15¢c. Wave Phenomena
Physics 16. Mechanics and Special Relativity

Science B

Science B-23. The Human Organism

Catalog Number: 6581

Joseph D. Brain (Public Health), Stephanie A. Shore (Public Health), and Richard L. Verrier
(Medical School)

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 12, plus two two-hour laboratories and periodic section
meetings to explore special topics in depth. EXAM GROUP: 5

The physiology and pathophysiology of the human body will be presented with special emphasis
on cardiovascular, respiratory, endocrine, and reproductive biology. Besides learning human
biology, students will identify critical determinants of their health as well as the health status of
diverse communities. Topics include not only the normal functioning of these systems but also
their responses to infection, injury, and environmental stress. Through lectures and laboratories,
students will explore how their own body functions. The relative power of diagnosis and
treatment of disease (medicine) versus primary prevention of disease (public health) in
promoting health will be emphasized.

Science B-27. Human Evolution

Catalog Number: 0470

Daniel E. Lieberman

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 15, 16

Why are humans the way we are? To address this question, this course reviews what happened in
human evolution from the divergence of the ape and human lineages to the origins of our own
species, Homo sapiens. Emphasis is placed on the primary fossil, archaeological, and
comparative evidence for human evolution, and on the principles of evolutionary theory,
behavioral ecology, functional morphology, and molecular evolution used to interpret these data.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Science B-29. Evolution of Human Nature

Catalog Number: 0152 Enrollment: Limited to 300.

Marc D. Hauser and John E. Dowling

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a 90-minute weekly section/laboratory to be
arranged. . EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Human biology and behavior are considered in a broad evolutionary context, showing how the
facts of development, physiology, neurobiology, reproduction, cognition, and especially behavior
are informed by evolutionary theory and comparative evidence. Field and experimental data on
other species are introduced with the aim of illuminating human behavior. Behavior is traced
from its evolutionary function as adaptation, through its physiological basis and associated
psychological mechanisms, to its expression. The role of ecology and social life in shaping
human behavior is examined through the use of ethnographies and cross-cultural materials on a
variety of human cultures. Topics include basic genetics, neural and neuroendocrine systems,
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behavioral development, sex differences, kinship and mating systems, ecology, language, and
cognition.

Science B-35. How to Build a Habitable Planet

Catalog Number: 7621

Charles H. Langmuir

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

The steps involved in creation of our habitable planet: the Big Bang, origin of the elements,
formation of minerals, origin of the solar system, formation of planets, origin of life, co-
evolution of ocean, atmosphere, solid earth and biosphere, development of plate tectonics,
operation of the modern whole earth system, and climate regulation. Finally we consider the
arising of intelligent life that can understand and influence the planetary system, and whether
Earth may be a microcosm reflecting laws of planetary evolution that may be common to a class
of planets throughout the universe, or alternatively may be a low probability accident.

Science B-40. The Biology of Trees and Forests

Catalog Number: 2635

Donald H. Pfister

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section/laboratory to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 12, 13

Trees are prominent and important organisms in the ecosystem. By photosynthesis, trees convert
carbon dioxide into organic molecules that are used as energy reserves and as structural
components of these plants. Oxygen is also released. Trees, carbon cycling, and the greenhouse
effect are intimately intertwined. This course uses trees as examples to explore several facets of
plant biology as they relate to identification, growth, reproduction, physiology of transport,
ecology, management, and use of plant products.

Science B-44. Vision and Brain

Catalog Number: 4722

Patrick Cavanagh

Half course (fall term). M., W., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6,
7

Focuses on the mechanisms by which the brain understands the visual world. Topics include the
nature of light in the environment, physical properties of the eye, techniques of depiction in art,
structure and function of the normal visual system, and deficits arising from damage to the eye or
the brain. The course will survey interdisciplinary material from physics, physiology, medicine,
psychology, and art.

[Science B-47. Molecules of Life]

Catalog Number: 3330

Stuart L. Schreiber and Jon Clardy (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

DNA, RNA, and proteins play central roles in life. By considering the relationships of these
molecules, many of the foundations of life can be understood. Nevertheless, another family of
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molecules, named “small molecules,” is key not only to understanding the principles and origins
of life, but also to ensuring the highest quality of healthcare for humans. Small molecules are
powerful probes of the circuitry of cells and the wiring of genomes. They are also the link
between chemistry, biology, and medicine. These links, the principles of living organisms, and
modern genomic medicine are explored.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Science B-53. Marine Biology

Catalog Number: 7050

Robert M. Woollacott

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a two-hour weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 15, 16

Explores the life histories and adaptations of marine life and the ecosystems of the sea. Centers
on the complex interrelationships of organisms, the diversity of various habitats, reproductive
strategies, and speciation as well as the interplay of currents, light, temperature, and nutrient
supply on the distribution of life in the sea.

Prerequisite: Secondary school biology.

Science B-57. Dinosaurs and Their Relatives

Catalog Number: 0793

Charles R. Marshall

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 9:30-11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 11,12

Comprehensive exploration of the biology, evolution, and extinction of the dinosaurs and their
closest relatives. Through this exploration, core concepts in paleontology, evolutionary biology,
and geology will be introduced. Weekly sections center on the examination of fossil material.

[Science B-60. Origins of Knowledge]

Catalog Number: 8280

Susan E. Carey and Elizabeth S. Spelke

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
This course explores the origins and development of knowledge in the human child, in relation to
two larger time scales: biological evolution and historical/cultural change. Drawing on evidence
from experimental, comparative, and developmental psychology, cultural anthropology,
linguistics, cognitive neuroscience, and history of science, it focuses on knowledge development
in the domains of number, space, mind, biology, physics, and language. Questions include: How
does human biology constrain and support human cognition? How variable are human
knowledge systems across different cultures and times? What aspects of knowledge are unique to
humans? How does knowledge change as children grow and adults gain expertise?

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Science B-62. The Human Mind]

Catalog Number: 3167

Steven Pinker

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 15, 16
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An introduction to the workings of the human psyche. The course will introduce major
approaches to the study of the mind such as psychoanalysis, behaviorism, cognitive
neuroscience, and evolutionary psychology; controversies such as nature-nurture, consciousness,
and free will; and specific topics such as perception, reasoning, language, emotion, sexuality,
cooperation, love, violence, humor, beauty, religion, and the self. Research from numerous
disciplines will be discussed: primarily scientific psychology, but also neuroscience, genetics,
evolution, artificial intelligence, philosophy, and the social sciences.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Science B-64. Feeding the World; Feeding Yourself

Catalog Number: 2078

N. Michele Holbrook and Noreen Tuross

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

What is the capacity of our planet to feed the ever increasing human population? The biological
basis for agricultural productivity, the history of human innovation in increasing crop production,
and the opportunities to increase agricultural yields in the 21st Century. Explores plant
domestication, efficiency of energy conversion by plants, limitations due to resource availability,
the power of classing breeding, the green revolution, the opportunities (and risks) associated with
genetic manipulation, and the challenges resulting from climate change.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Science B requirement

The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Science B requirement. These
courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or
more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Engineering Sciences 6. Environmental Science and Technology

Life Sciences 1b. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, and
Evolution

MCB 52 (formerly Biological Sciences 52). Molecular Biology

MCB 54 (formerly Biological Sciences 54). Cell Biology

MCB 80 (formerly Biological Sciences 80). Neurobiology of Behavior
OEB 10. Foundations of Biological Diversity - (New Course)

OEB 52 (formerly OEB 124). Biology of Plants

OEB 53 (formerly Biological Sciences 53). Evolutionary Biology
OEB 57 (formerly Biological Sciences 57). Animal Behavior

OEB 139. Evolution of the Vertebrates

Social Analysis
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of courses in Social Analysis is to acquaint students with some of the central
concepts and methods of the social sciences and to show how these approaches can enhance our
understanding of contemporary human behavior. Social Analysis courses are not intended to
provide a survey of a particular discipline, but rather to show how, by the use of formal theories
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that are systematically related to empirical data, one can better understand the application of
analytical methods to important problems involving the behavior of people and institutions.

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction

Social Analysis

Social Analysis 10. Principles of Economics

Catalog Number: 3660

N. Gregory Mankiw, and members of the Economics Department

Full course. M., W., F., at 12. Sections also meet at 9, 10, 11, 12, 1, or 2. EXAM GROUP: 5
Introduction to economic issues and basic principles and methods of economics. Fall term
focuses on microeconomics: how markets work, market efficiency and market failure, firm and
consumer behavior, and policy issues such as taxation, international trade, the environment, and
the distribution of income. Spring term focuses on macroeconomics: economic growth, inflation,
unemployment, the business cycle, the financial system, international capital flows and trade
imbalances, and the impact of monetary and fiscal policy.

Note: Microeconomics (taught in the fall term) is a prerequisite for macroeconomics (taught in
the spring term). Students may elect to take only the fall microeconomics course and receive a
half-course credit. Taught in a mixture of lectures and small sections. No calculus is used, and
there is no mathematics background requirement. Designed for both potential economics
concentrators and those who plan no further work in the field. The Department of Economics
strongly encourages students considering concentration to take the full-year course in their
freshman year. This is a required course for all economics concentrators and a prerequisite for
higher level courses in economics.

Social Analysis 28. Culture, Illness, and Healing: An Introduction to Medical Anthropology
Catalog Number: 4247

Arthur Kleinman

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

An inquiry into the role of health and medicine in society that demonstrates how anthropological
analysis can be applied to the study of illness and care. Compares medical systems across
societies to understand the experience and treatment of sickness. Analyzes how practitioners and
patients construe sickness and suffering as distinctive social realities, and how those realities are
organized in local cultural systems. Assesses varieties of suffering as social phenomena in order
to appreciate the social sources of global social problems, the cross-cultural variety of illness
experiences, the reform of services, and the global moral and political-economic crisis in health
care.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007-08.

Social Analysis 34. Knowledge of Language

Catalog Number: 2069

Cedric Boeckx

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6
What does our ability to acquire and use a language tell us about our essential human nature?
This course examines the view of modern linguistics that knowledge of language is best
characterized as an unconsciously internalized set of abstract rules and principles. Evidence is
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drawn from a variety of signed and spoken languages, language universals, child language
acquisition, language change, language disorders, and language games. The course also
addresses central issues in psychology, animal communication, computer science, and biology.

[Social Analysis 43. Psychological Trauma]

Catalog Number: 9983

Richard J. McNally

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6
Few topics in contemporary American culture have sparked as much controversy as has
psychological trauma. Although clinical interest in trauma waxed and waned since the 1890s
when Freud proposed that people repress memories of childhood sexual assault, interest has
markedly increased since 1980 when the American Psychiatric Association ratified the diagnosis
of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) to describe the problems of troubled combat veterans of
the Vietnam War. The purpose of this course is to survey the clinical, historical, cultural, and
political aspects of psychological trauma.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Social Analysis 46. Thinking about Politics: A Rational Choice Approach

Catalog Number: 3544

Kenneth A. Shepsle

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
A commonsensical survey of rational theories of politics, comprised of four segments: (1)
individual choice, (2) group choice, (3) collective action, and (4) institutions. The underlying
theme is that politics may be described and understood in terms of rational, goal-seeking
behavior by citizens, politicians, bureaucrats, and interest groups in various institutional settings.
Students are encouraged to think deeply and with sophistication about current events, history,
and public life generally, as well as to analyze the politics of private life—in families, clubs,
firms, churches, universities, even Harvard Houses—since private politics, like public politics,
may be understood in terms of rational behavior.

Social Analysis 50. Urban Revolutions: Archaeology and the Investigation of Early States
Catalog Number: 4409

C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12

Examines the development and structure of the earliest state-level societies in the ancient world.
Archaeological approaches are used to analyze the major factors behind the processes of
urbanization and state formation in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Central Asia, the Indus Valley, and
Mesoamerica. The environmental background as well as the social, political, and economic
characteristics of each civilization are compared to understand the varied forces that were
involved in the transitions from village to urbanized life. Discussion sections utilize
archaeological materials from the Peabody Museum and Semitic Museum collections to study
the archaeological methods used in the class.

Note: No previous knowledge of archaeology is necessary.
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Social Analysis 52. The Political Economy of Development

Catalog Number: 1879

Robert H. Bates

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

Growth and development imply a transformation in the politics and economics of nations. How
does this transformation take place? What economic forces and political struggles propel it?
Drawing on anthropology, political science, and economics, the course explores the process of
urbanization, state formation, war-making, and development.

Social Analysis 54. American Society and Public Policy

Catalog Number: 6661

Theda Skocpol and Mary C. Waters

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
How do social problems get redefined over time; why do they appear differently to various
groups; and how are public policies about problematic social conditions debated, devised, and
changed? Looking over modern US history, this course combines demographic data on societal
trends, ethnographic data on people’s everyday lives and outlooks, and evidence about changing
institutional structures. This combination of approaches often pursued separately in the social
sciences is used to explore recurrent yet shifting controversies about the well-being of families
and children, about immigration and citizenship, and about access to health care in the US.

Social Analysis 66. Race, Ethnicity, and Politics in the United States

Catalog Number: 0916

Jennifer L. Hochschild

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
How are racial divisions and American political structures related? Is racial/ethnic hierarchy built
into American politics so deeply that the nation must change dramatically to eradicate it? Or is
racial/ethnic hierarchy a flaw in an essentially fair society that we can eradicate without major
dislocation? Half of the course addresses this set of questions. How do African Americans,
Anglos, Latinos, and Asian Americans relate to one another? The second half of the course
considers interracial coalitions, racialization and assimilation, multiracialism, and policy issues
relevant to various groups. We conclude with several visions of racial and ethnic politics in
America’s future, and address how to get there.

[Social Analysis 70. Food and Culture]

Catalog Number: 3940

James L. Watson

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Food is examined for its social and cultural implications; nutritional or dietetic concerns are of
secondary interest. Topics include food taboos and restrictions, gift giving and reciprocity, food
symbolism and social boundaries, food panics, globalization of food industries, food security and
agroterrorism, and the world standardization of food preferences. Examples are drawn from
China, Japan, Korea, India, Latin America, Africa, Europe, the Pacific, and the US.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.
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[Social Analysis 72. Economics: A Critical Approach]

Catalog Number: 1885

Stephen A. Marglin

Half course (fall term). M., W., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 7,
8

This course critically examines the assumptions of modern economics and how these
assumptions mold the ideas and conclusions of the discipline. A principal question is the
appropriate scope of the market. This question will be examined both theoretically and through
examples drawn from both microeconomics and macroeconomics; possible examples include
minimum wage and “living wage” legislation, health care, the environment, international trade,
social security, and macroeconomic stabilization.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. Primarily taught in lectures, with section meetings
offering a chance both to clarify concepts and to discuss applications. Calculus is not used, and
there is no mathematics prerequisite. Unlike Social Analysis 10, this course does not fulfill the
introductory course requirement for the Economics Department. Moreover, most upper level
courses in Economics normally require Social Analysis 10 as a prerequisite; without this
prerequisite, enrollment is at the discretion of the instructor.

Social Analysis 74. Visible Language: Writing Systems, Scripts, and Literacy

Catalog Number: 3835

John Huehnergard

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Cn u rd ths? Why? How is it possible to record speech and thoughts in visible form, and to
understand what others have recorded? Writing may be the most important human invention, yet
it has been invented only a handful of times. We will investigate how writing represents speech
and thought in visual form, origins of writing five millennia ago, types of writing (pictographic,
syllabic, alphabetic), decipherment, the cultural impact of literacy. We will consider scripts such
as Mesopotamian cuneiform, Egyptian hieroglyphs, Chinese, Mayan glyphs, Japanese, Korean,
recently-invented scripts, and alphabets, including our own, that arose from Semitic consonant
systems.

Social Analysis 76. Global Health Challenges

Catalog Number: 2178

Christopher Murray (Medical School, Public Health)

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

This course introduces the principal health problems of the world’s populations, and the major
challenges to improving health at a global level. It is an inter-disciplinary exploration of the
factors that account for these health patterns, ranging from their physiological basis to their
economic, social and political context. Topics include: infectious diseases, risk factors, health
system performance, and the role of international agencies. Throughout the course, a heavy
emphasis is placed on what we know and how we know about global health problems. Students
are encouraged to think creatively about the nature of these problems and ways to solve them.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Social Analysis requirement
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The following departmental courses may be taken to meet the Social Analysis requirement.
These courses are not necessarily designed for a general audience; they may assume prior
experience or more than could be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

2006-2007 Previous Courses of Instruction

Economics 1010a. Microeconomic Theory
Economics 1010b. Macroeconomic Theory
Economics 1011a. Microeconomic Theory
Economics 1011b. Macroeconomic Theory
Government 1780. International Political Economy

General Education Electives, House Seminars,
and Freshman Seminars

AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Faculty of the Committee on Freshman Seminars

Georgene B. Herschbach, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Academic Programs (ex officio)
(Chair)

Lawrence Buell, Powell M. Cabot Professor of American Literature

Lizabeth Cohen, Howard Mumford Jones Professor of American Studies

Gerard F. Denault, Associate Director of the Freshman Seminar Program (ex officio)

Jerry R. Green, John Leverett Professor and David A. Wells Professor of Political Economy (on
leave spring term)

Virginie Greene, Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures

J. Woodland Hastings, Paul C. Mangelsdorf Professor of Natural Sciences

John W. Hutchinson, Abbott and James Lawrence Professor of Engineering and Gordon McKay
Professor of Applied Mechanics

Sandra Naddaff, Senior Lecturer on Literature and Comparative Literature (Director of the
Freshman Seminar Program, ex officio)

Stephanie Sandler, Ernest E. Monrad Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures

Other Faculty Offering Instruction in General Education Electives and House Seminars
Humanities
Ali S. Asani, Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim Languages and Cultures

Homi K. Bhabha, Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of the Humanities
Julie A. Buckler, Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures
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Verena A. Conley, Visiting Professor of Comparative Literature and of Romance Languages and
Literatures (on leave spring term)

Mark C. Elliott, Mark Schwartz Professor of Chinese and Inner Asian History

James Engell, Gurney Professor of English Literature and Professor of Comparative Literature
Marjorie Garber, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of English and American Literature and
Language and of Visual and Environmental Studies

Stephen J. Greenblatt, Cogan University Professor

Christopher D. Johnson, Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature

Sean D. Kelly, Professor of Philosophy

Thomas A. Lewis, Assistant Professor of Christian Studies

Louis Menand, Anne T. and Robert M. Bass Professor of English and American Literature and
Language

Stephen A. Mitchell, Professor of Scandinavian and Folklore

Michael J. Puett, Professor of Chinese History

Elaine Scarry, Walter M. Cabot Professor of Aesthetics and the General Theory of Value

Diana Sorensen, James F. Rothenberg Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures and of
Comparative Literature, Dean for the Humanities

Maria Tatar, John L. Loeb Professor of Germanic Languages and Literatures (on leave 2006-07)
Roberto Mangabeira Unger, Roscoe Pound Professor of Law (Law School)

Richard K. Wolf, Harris K. Weston Associate Professor of the Humanities

Life Sciences

Daniel L. Hartl, Higgins Professor of Biology

Craig P. Hunter, Professor of Molecular and Cellular Biology

Daniel E. Kahne, Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology (FAS) and Professor of
Biological Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology (Medical School)

David R. Liu, Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology

Robert A. Lue, Professor of the Practice of Molecular and Cellular Biology

Andrew W. Murray, Herchel Smith Professor of Molecular Genetics

Erin K. O’Shea, Professor of Molecular and Cellular Biology

Maryellen Ruvolo, Professor of Anthropology

John R. Wakeley, Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology

Physical Sciences

James G. Anderson, Philip S. Weld Professor of Atmospheric Chemistry

Melissa Franklin, Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics

Efthimios Kaxiras, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Physics and Professor of Physics
Andrew J. M. Kiruluta, Assistant Professor of Radiology (Medical School)

Charles M. Lieber, Mark Hyman, Jr. Professor of Chemistry

Masahiro Morii, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Natural Sciences

Hongkun Park, Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology

Aravinthan D. T. Samuel, Associate Professor of Physics

Howard A. Stone, Vicky Joseph Professor of Engineering and Applied Mathematics
George M. Whitesides, Woodford L. and Ann A. Flowers University Professor
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Other General Education Electives

Donald M. Berwick, Associate Professor in the Department of Health Policy and Management
(Public Health) and Clinical Professor of Pediatrics and Health Care Policy (Medical School)
David Blumenthal, Samuel O. Thier Professor of Medicine and Professor of Health Care Policy
(Medical School)

Richard G. Frank, Margaret T. Morris Professor of Health Economics (Medical School)
Howard H. Hiatt, Professor of Social Medicine and of Medicine (Medical School) and Professor
of Medicine (Public Health)

Anthony G. Oettinger, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Mathematics and Professor of
Information Resources Policy

Warner V. Slack, Professor of Medicine (Medical School)

House Seminars

Shahram Khoshbin, Associate Professor of Neurology (Medical School)

Clifford Lo, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics (Medical School) and Assistant Professor of
Nutrition (Public Health)

Armand M. Nicholi Il, Clinical Professor of Psychiatry (Medical School)

Other Faculty Offering Instruction in the Freshman Seminar Program

Donald G. M. Anderson, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Mathematics

Arthur I. Applbaum, Professor of Ethics and Public Policy (Kennedy School)

Ali S. Asani, Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim Languages and Cultures

Paul G. Bamberg, Senior Lecturer on Mathematics

Paul J. Barreira, Associate Professor of Psychiatry (Medical School)

Suzanne P. Blier, Allen Whitehill Clowes Professor of Fine Arts and Professor of African and
African American Studies

Edyta M. Bojanowska, Lecturer on Slavic Languages and Literatures, Junior Fellow of the
Society of Fellows, Contin Ed/Spec Prog Instructor

Jonathan H. Bolton, Assistant Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures

Allan M. Brandt, Professor of the History of Science (FAS) and Amalie Moses Kass Professor of
the History of Medicine (Medical School)

Sue Brown, Lecturer on Linguistics (spring term only)

Lawrence Buell, Powell M. Cabot Professor of American Literature

Michael R. Canfield, Lecturer on Organismic and Evolutionary Biology

David L. Carrasco, Neil L. Rudenstine Professor for the Study of Latin America (FAS, Divinity
School)

Judith F. Chapman, Lecturer on Anthropology

Lizabeth Cohen, Howard Mumford Jones Professor of American Studies

Shaye J.D. Cohen, Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and Philosophy

Richard N. Cooper, Maurits C. Boas Professor of International Economics

S. Allen Counter, Associate Professor of Neurology (Medical School)

Edwin A. Cranston, Professor of Japanese Literature

Cole M. Crittenden, Lecturer on Slavic Languages and Literatures
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Noah I. Dauber, Lecturer on Social Studies

Kimberly C. Davis, Lecturer on History and Literature

Kathleen Donohue, Associate Professor of Biology

John Duffy, Dumbarton Oaks Professor of Byzantine Philology and Literature, Associate of Eliot
House (on leave fall term)

Marla D. Eby, Assistant Professor of Psychology (Medical School)

Catherine Z. Elgin, Professor of Education (School of Education)

Noam D. Elkies, Professor of Mathematics

Jacob M. Emery, Lecturer on Literature

Myron Essex, Mary Woodard Lasker Professor of Health Sciences (Public Health)

Gary J. Feldman, Frank B. Baird, Jr. Professor of Science

Philip J. Fisher, Harvard College Professor and Felice Crowl Reid Professor of English and
American Literature

Rena Fonseca, Lecturer on History and Literature

David R. Foster, Senior Lecturer on Biology

Deborah D. Foster, Senior Lecturer on Folklore and Mythology

Robert France, Adjunct Associate Professor of Landscape Ecology (Design School)

Donald B. Giddon, Clinical Professor of Developmental Biology (Medical School)

Roy J. Glauber, Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics

Donald A. Goldmann, Professor of Pediatrics (Medical School) and Professor of Immunology
and Infectious Diseases (Public Health)

Jene A. Golovchenko, Rumford Professor of Physics and Gordon McKay Professor of Applied
Physics

George G. Grabowicz, Dmytro Cyzevs’kyj Professor of Ukrainian Literature

Rachel L. Greenblatt, Instructor [convertible] in Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations,
Assistant Professor of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

Stephen J. Greenblatt, Cogan University Professor

Jerome E. Groopman, Dina and Raphael Recanati Professor of Medicine (Medical School)
Benedict H. Gross, George Vasmer Leverett Professor of Mathematics and Dean of Harvard
College

Karl S. Guthke, Kuno Francke Professor of German Art and Culture (on leave spring term)
Alfred F. Guzzetti, Osgood Hooker Professor of Visual Arts (on leave spring term)

Peter Dobkin Hall, Lecturer on History

Evelynn M. Hammonds, Professor of the History of Science and of African and African
American Studies

James Hanken, Professor of Biology and Herpetology and Alexander Agassiz Professor of
Zoology in the Museum of Comparative Zoology (on leave fall term)

Mark G. Hanna, Lecturer on History and Literature, Contin Ed/Spec Prog Instructor

Jay M. Harris, Harry Austryn Wolfson Professor of Jewish Studies

J. Woodland Hastings, Paul C. Mangelsdorf Professor of Natural Sciences

Marc D. Hauser, Harvard College Professor and Professor of Psychology

Anna A. Henchman, Lecturer on History and Literature

Charles W. M. Henebry, Lecturer on History and Literature, Preceptor in Expository Writing
Dudley R. Herschbach, Frank B. Baird, Jr. Research Professor of Science

Barbara L. Hillers, Associate Professor of Celtic Languages and Literatures

David H. Hubel, Research Professor of Neurobiology (Medical School)
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John P. Huchra, Robert O. and Holly Thomis Doyle Professor of Cosmology

John Huehnergard, Professor of Semitic Philology

Francis Abiola Irele, Visiting Professor of African and African American Studies and of
Romance Languages and Literatures

Maxine Isaacs, Lecturer on Government

Jay Jasanoff, Diebold Professor of Indo-European Linguistics and Philology

Laura K. Johnson, Lecturer on History and Literature

Robert J. Kiely, Donald P. and Katherine B. Loker Research Professor of English

Amy M. Kittelstrom, Lecturer on History and Literature

William Klemperer, Erving Research Professor of Chemistry

Roberto G. Kolter, Professor of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics (Medical School)
Ellen Condliffe Lagemann, Charles Warren Professor of the History of American Education
(School of Education)

Elisabeth L. Laskin, Lecturer on History

Jennifer Leaning, Professor of International Health (Public Health) and Assistant Professor of
Medicine (Medical School)

Myron Lecar, Lecturer on Astronomy

Tun-Hou Lee, Professor of Virology (Public Health)

Patti T. Lenard, Lecturer on Social Studies

Jonathan lan Levy, Mark and Catherine Winkler Assistant Professor of Environmental Health
and Risk (Public Health)

Malinda Maynor Lowery, Assistant Professor of History (on leave 2007-08)

Theodore Macdonald, Lecturer on Social Studies

Roderick MacFarquhar, Leroy B. Williams Professor of History and Political Science (on leave
spring term)

James N. Mancall, Lecturer on History and Literature

Ernest R. May, Charles Warren Professor of American History

David McCann, Korea Foundation Professor of Korean Literature

Timothy P. McCarthy, Lecturer on History and Literature

Melissa M. McCormick, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Humanities

John C. McMillian, Lecturer on History and Literature

Louis Menand, Anne T. and Robert M. Bass Professor of English and American Literature and
Language

Everett I. Mendelsohn

Karin B. Michels, Associate Professor of Epidemiology (Public Health) and Associate Professor
of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Biology (Medical School)

Ralph Mitchell, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Biology

Ken Nakayama, Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology

Charles A. Nelson, Professor of Pediatrics (Medical School)

Carol J. Oja, William Powell Mason Professor of Music

John G. Palfrey, Clinical Professor of Law (Law School)

Judith Palfrey, T. Berry Brazelton Professor of Pediatrics (Medical School)

David C. Parkes, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Natural Sciences

Sharrona Pearl, Lecturer on History and Literature

David Pilbeam, Henry Ford Il Professor of Human Evolution

Nikolas Prevelakis, Lecturer on Social Studies
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Myléene Priam, Assistant Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures

Lisa Randall, Professor of Physics

Nancy Rappaport, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry (Medical School)

Michael R. Reich, Taro Takemi Professor of International Health Policy (Public Health)
Louise M. Richardson, Senior Lecturer on Government

Panagiotis Roilos, Associate Professor of Modern Greek, Professor of Modern Greek Studies
Amelie Rorty, Visiting Professor of Social Studies (Yale University)

James R. Russell, Mashtots Professor of Armenian Studies

Robert J. Sampson, Henry Ford Il Professor of the Social Sciences (on leave spring term)
Stephanie Sandler, Ernest E. Monrad Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures

Elaine Scarry, Walter M. Cabot Professor of Aesthetics and the General Theory of Value
Fred C. Schaffer, Lecturer on Social Studies

Ronald Schouten, Associate Professor of Psychiatry (Medical School)

Sharmila Sen, Assistant Professor of English and American Literature and Language
Steven Shapin, Franklin L. Ford Professor of the History of Science

Kay Kaufman Shelemay, G. Gordon Watts Professor of Music and Professor of African and
African American Studies

Anne C. Shreffler, James Edward Ditson Professor of Music

P. Oktor Skjaervo, Aga Khan Professor of Iranian

Christine Smith, Robert C. and Marian K. Weinberg Professor of Architectural History (Design
School) (on leave fall term)

Amy L. Spellacy, Lecturer on History and Literature

Stefan Sperling, Lecturer on the History of Science

Rachel St. John, Assistant Professor of History

Jessica E. Stern, Lecturer on Government

Sarah Stewart-Mukhopadhyay, Assistant Professor of Planetary Science

Christopher Stubbs, Professor of Physics and of Astronomy

Maureen E. Sullivan

Lisa Szefel, Lecturer on History and Literature, Fellow in the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for
African and African American Research

Rabun Taylor, Associate Professor of History of Art and Architecture

Xiaofei Tian, Professor of East Asian Languages and Civilizations

Michael Tinkham, Rumford Research Professor of Physics and Gordon McKay Research
Professor of Applied Physics

Helen Vendler, Arthur Kingsley Porter University Professor

Adam Webb, Lecturer on Social Studies

Daniel I. Wikler, Mary B. Saltonstall Professor of Population Ethics and Professor of Ethics and
Population Health (Public Health)

Richard Wilson, Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics, Emeritus

General Education Electives

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences has been involved in a process of curricular renewal for the
past three years. As a direct result of these curricular discussions, the following courses in
Humanities, Life Sciences, and Physical Sciences have emerged from different parts of the
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faculty as portals or gateways into broad areas of knowledge. They are listed in this section of
the catalog for the 2006-07 academic year only in order to serve as a signpost to help students
navigate the curriculum as it is in a state of transition. Once final determinations are made about
the structure of new or revised general education requirements, these and other related courses
will be reviewed and located in the appropriate and relevant sections of the catalog.

General Education Courses: Humanities

*Humanities 10. An Introductory Humanities Colloguium - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 3983 Enrollment: Limited to 36.

Stephen J. Greenblatt and Louis Menand

Half course (fall term). Tu., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12,
13

The course is designed for students interested in concentrating in a Humanities discipline. We
cover major works of literature and ideas from Homer, Plato, and Aristotle to Nietzsche, Freud,
and Joyce. Many of the texts have thematic connections; we hope that all of them will stimulate
interest in the kinds of issues addressed in humanistic studies.

Note: Ninety-minute lecture-discussion, plus one-hour section led by the instructors. This course,
when taken for a letter grade, meets the Core area requirement for Literature and Arts A.

Humanities 11. Self, Serenity, and Vulnerability: East and West - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 2401

Michael J. Puett and Roberto Mangabeira Unger (Law School)

Half course (spring term). W., 4:45-6:45. EXAM GROUP: 9

A comparative inquiry into forms of moral consciousness and their metaphysical assumptions in
the high cultures of the East and West. Background concern: divergent ways in which
philosophy, religion, and art in the East and West have dealt with the fear that our lives and the
world itself may be meaningless. Foreground theme: contrast between two existential attitudes—
staying out of trouble and looking for trouble. Texts include Chinese, Indian, ancient Greek, and
modern European philosophy.

Humanities 12. “Strange Mutations”: Classical and Renaissance Representations of the
Human Condition - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 9725

Christopher D. Johnson

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
The course examines how foundational Western literary and philosophic texts represent the
nature, meaning, and limits of human existence. Focuses on diverse ways becoming and being
human are represented in antiquity and then considers how these representations are transformed
and combined in the Renaissance. Authors include Sappho, Homer, Plato, Ovid, Montaigne,
Shakespeare, Cervantes, and Descartes. Close attention given to the literary and rhetorical
aspects of the course readings.

Note: This course, when taken for a letter grade, meets the Core area requirement for Literature
and Arts A.
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Humanities 14. Existentialism in Literature and Film - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 3524

Sean D. Kelly

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12; Th., at 2. EXAM GROUP: 14

What is it to be a human being? How can human beings live meaningful lives? These questions
guide our discussion of theistic and atheistic existentialism and their manifestations in literature
and film. Material includes philosophical texts from Pascal, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre;
literature from Dostoevsky, Kafka, Beckett; films from Jean-Luc Godard, Alain Resnais, Carol
Reed.

Humanities 15. On Being Human: Religious and Philosophical Conceptions of the Self -
(New Course)

Catalog Number: 5438

Thomas A. Lewis

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

An examination of classic and contemporary views on the nature of human existence. Central
themes include the relation between reason and emotion, the nature of human freedom, and the
significance of personal history and memory. We also ask how conceptions of who we are shape
views about how we should live. Sources include religious and philosophical texts (such as those
of Aristotle, Augustine, Kierkegaard, and Charles Taylor) as well as recent films.

Note: Offered jointly with the Divinity School as 2411.

Humanities 16. Existential Fictions: From Saint Augustine to Jean-Paul Sartre and Beyond
- (New Course)

Catalog Number: 3016

Verena A. Conley

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12; Th., at 4; F., at 12. EXAM GROUP: 14

This course examines problems of existence in relation to self and other in the world from the
early Christian era to our days. It shows how existence preoccupies major writers who have
approached its implications (and the dilemmas it inspires) in different ways. At stake are the
redemptive powers of religion, thoughts about the death of God, the limits of atheism, and
philosophies of becoming.

Note: This course, when taken for a letter grade, meets the Core area requirement for Literature
and Arts A.

[Humanities 18 (formerly Religion 1801). For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion,
Literature, and the Arts in Muslim Cultures]

Catalog Number: 0110

Ali S. Asani

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

The course surveys the literary and artistic dimensions of the devotional life of the world’s
Muslim communities, focusing on the role of literature and the arts (poetry, music, architecture,
calligraphy, etc.) as expressions of piety and socio-political critique. An important aim of the
course is to explore the relationships between religion, literature, and the arts in a variety of
historical and cultural contexts in the Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and the
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West.
Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. No prior knowledge of Islam required. Offered jointly
with the Divinity School as 3627.

[Humanities 21 (formerly Spanish 155). The Making of Cultural and Political Myths in
Latin America]

Catalog Number: 7904

Diana Sorensen

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

How have certain historical figures been transformed into mythical forces? How have they been
made to articulate culture and politics? We study the ways in which Eva Per6n, Che Guevara,
Simén Bolivar, and La Malinche have been turned into veritable systems of communication in
varied historical moments, according to debates located in their political and ideological
contexts. Our approach is interdisciplinary: we study literary texts, politics, history, gender
theory, films, photography, and journalism.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Humanities 22. Global Pathways] - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 2938

Homi K. Bhabha

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

A critical interpretation of literature combining an interdisciplinary approach with a global (or
transnational) perspective in an effort to better understand the relationship between them.
Examines such terms as internationalism, cosmopolitanism, colonialism, imperialism, and
globalization in a literary context and looks at geographically diverse literary genres in the
context of identity, landscape and the depiction of nature, civil states and colonial societies, cities
and citizens, religion and morality, and the quest for security and prosperity.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Humanities 24. The Cult of Childhood and Its History, Philosophy, and Literature] - (New
Course)

Catalog Number: 4852 Enrollment: Limited to 40.

Maria Tatar

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

With the so-called discovery or invention of childhood in the 16th and 17th centuries came a
newfound emotional attachment, imaginative investment, and philosophical interest in the child.
We explore literature for the child (Alice in Wonderland) as well as literature about the child
(Lolita) and investigate how childhood has been constructed, investigated, and represented.
Analysis of works by Locke, Rousseau, and Freud, as well as Dickens, J. M. Barrie, Henry
James, and Roald Dahl.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Humanities 25. Literature and Human Suffering] - (New Course)
Catalog Number: 6766

James Engell

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.
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How does literature represent life visited by loss, pain, disappointment, and even death? The
course pursues aesthetic and ethical issues grouped around such themes as sorrow and love;
racial oppression, genocide, and slavery; individual, family, state—crime and justice; war and
duty; and anguish of existence and belief. Discussion of literary genres (epic, novel, drama,
memoir). Works by Shakespeare, Goethe, Tolstoy, Anne Frank, Primo Levi, Melville, Douglass,
Athol Fugard, Sophocles, Dostoevsky, Solzhenitsyn, Homer, Camus, Hardy.

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08. Works not in English read in translation.

[Humanities 26. Arts and Minds] - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 9471

Julie A. Buckler and Marjorie Garber

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Combined lecture and seminar bridging humanities and creative/performing arts to foster a
broadly synthetic mode of inquiry. How can we understand the relationship between intellectual
and artistic work across diverse periods and cultures, from ancient Greece to the digital age?
What kind of interdisciplinary theory and practice best serves this project? How do specific texts,
images, and performance-works assert the interconnection of arts and minds? How might our
individual and collaborative work for this course do the same?

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

[Humanities 28 (formerly English 190x). Philosophy and Literature: The Problem of
Consent]

Catalog Number: 0561

Elaine Scarry

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

“Consent” in literature, medicine, political philosophy, and law. Four major topics are freedom
of movement (Locke’s Second Treatise, Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities, DeQuincey’s English
Mail-Coach, Harlan’s dissent in Plessy v. Ferguson), constitution and contract-making
(European city contracts, Shakespeare’s 4 Midsummer Night’s Dream, Federalist Papers), the
grounding of consent in the body (Plato’s Crito, Euripides’ Hecabe, Donne’s poetry, Rousseau’s
Social Contract, contemporary medical case law), and decision making in war (Homer’s lliad,
Sophocles’ Philoctetes).

Note: Expected to be given in 2007-08.

Cross-listed Courses

Foreign Cultures 79. Historical and Musical Paths on the Silk Road - (New Course)
Catalog Number: 5576

Mark C. Elliott and Richard K. Wolf

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F)., at 11, and two weekly sections to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Globalization may seem quintessentially modern, but in fact it is nothing new. To demonstrate
the deep interconnectedness of the historical cultures of Eurasia, this course takes students on a
journey along the Silk Road, from ancient times to the present. We will use an integrated
interdisciplinary approach to study the ebb and flow of people, ideas, goods, techniques, and
artistic styles along the trade routes of Central, South, and East Asia, with a special focus on
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musical traditions. In addition to learning about particular histories and historic links among
societies, we also consider the formation of critical theories of relatedness.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2007—08. No knowledge of Asian languages or music is
required. One weekly section is a music section and the other is a discussion section.

General Education Courses: Life Sciences

Life Sciences 1a. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular
Biology, and Cell Biology

Catalog Number: 2137

Erin K. O’Shea, Daniel E. Kahne, David R. Liu, Robert A. Lue, and Andrew W. Murray

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and three hours of laboratory/discussion weekly.
EXAM GROUP: 12, 13

What are the fundamental features of living systems? What are the molecules that impart these
features, and how do their chemical properties explain their biological roles? The answers to
these questions form the basis for an understanding of the molecules of life, the cell, diseases,
and medicines. In contrast with a traditional presentation of relevant scientific disciplines in
separate courses, the above concepts are examined through an integrated presentation of
chemistry, molecular biology, biochemistry, and cell biology framed within central problems
such as the biology of HIV and cancer.

Note: This course, in combination with Life Sciences 1b, constitutes an integrated introduction to
the Life Sciences. When taken for a letter grade, Life Sciences 1a meets the Core area
requirement for Science A.

Life Sciences 1b. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, and
Evolution

Catalog Number: 2159

Daniel L. Hartl, Craig P. Hunter, Maryellen Ruvolo, and John R. Wakeley

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and three hours of laboratory/discussion weekly.
EXAM GROUP: 12, 13

Why is there so much variation among individuals? Why are species so different? Biological
variation reflects differences among genes and genomes: how genetic information is transmitted,
how it functions, how it mutates from one form to another, how it interacts with the environment,
and how it changes through time. These and related issues are examined in depth with special
emphasis on complex traits whose expression is determined by a complex interplay between
genes and environment.

Note: May not be taken for credit if Biological Sciences 50 has already been taken. This course,
in combination with Life Sciences 1a, constitutes an integrated introduction to the Life Sciences.
When taken for a letter grade, Life Sciences 1b meets the Core area requirement for Science B.

General Education Courses: Physical Sciences

Physical Sciences 1. Chemical Bonding, Energy, and Reactivity: An Introduction to the
Physical Sciences - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 2225

James G. Anderson, Efthimios Kaxiras, Charles M. Lieber, and Hongkun Park
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Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, plus one hour per week of discussion and three hours
per week of laboratory to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 2

Physical sciences 1 engages the principles of chemistry and physics within major conceptual
themes that underpin critical contributions of the physical sciences to societal objectives. In
particular, the concepts central to chemical bonding, kinetic theory of molecular motion,
thermochemistry, kinetics, equilibria, entropy and free energy, acids and bases, electrochemistry,
and nuclear chemistry will be taught in the context of (1) world energy sources, forecasts and
constraints, (2) global climate change, and (3) modern materials and technology.

Note: This course is part of an integrated introduction to the physical science intended for
students who plan to pursue a concentration in the physical or life sciences and/or satisfy pre-
medical requirements in Chemistry. May not be counted toward a degree in addition to the
former Chemistry 7. This course, when taken for a letter grade, meets the Core area requirement
for Science A.

Prerequisite: A few operations of calculus are developed and used. Fluency in pre-calculus
secondary school mathematics is assumed. Exposure to secondary school physics and chemistry
is helpful.

Physical Sciences 2. Mechanics, Elasticity, Fluids, and Diffusion - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 6053

Melissa Franklin, Andrew J. M. Kiruluta (Medical School), and Howard A. Stone

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 9:30-11, plus weekly discussion sections and laboratory
sessions to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 11, 12

An introduction to classical mechanics, with special emphasis on the motion of organisms in
fluids, from proteins to planets. Topics covered include: kinematics, Newton’s laws of motion,
oscillations, elasticity, random walks, diffusion, and fluids. Examples and problems set questions
will be drawn from the life sciences and medicine.

Note: This course, when taken for a letter grade, meets the Core area requirement for Science A.
Prerequisite: Physical Sciences 1 (or Chemistry 7), Mathematics 1b, or the equivalent.

Physical Sciences 3. Electromagnetism, Light, Entropy, and Information - (New Course)
Catalog Number: 5262

Masahiro Morii, Aravinthan D. T. Samuel, and George M. Whitesides

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 9:30-11, plus weekly discussion sections and five laboratory
sessions to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 11, 12

This course will examine the two universal driving forces that guide nearly all chemical and
biological phenomena: electromagnetism and entropy. Detailed case studies will examine the
biological applications of electromagnetic radiation and the role of information in biological
systems. Topics covered include: electric and magnetic fields and forces, light, waves, entropy,
and information processing in electronic circuits and in biology.

Note: This course is part of an integrated introduction to the physical sciences intended for
students who plan to pursue a concentration in the life sciences and/or satisfy pre-medical
requirements in Physics. May not ordinarily be taken for credit in addition to Physics 1b, 11b, or
15b.

Prerequisite: Physical Sciences 2 (or Physics 1a or 11a), Mathematics 1b, or equivalent.

General Education Courses: Other Electives
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*General Education 157. Intelligence, Command, and Control: Conference Course
Catalog Number: 9630 Enrollment: Limited to 15.

Anthony G. Oettinger

Half course (spring term). Th., 2-4. EXAM GROUP: 16, 17

Examines evolution of the missions, tools, structure, and performance of US intelligence
agencies from the National Security Act (1947) to the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act (2004). Impact of shifting perceptions of threats to the US on the categorization
of activities as intelligence v. law enforcement, civilian v. military, strategic v. tactical, local v.
state v. national, or governmental v. private.

Note: Students with political, legal, economic, civilian, military, technical, or other backgrounds
welcome. Term paper in lieu of final examination; extensive research expected of graduate
students. Cross-registration by Law, Business, or Kennedy School students encouraged.

General Education 186. Introduction to Health Care Policy

Catalog Number: 4045

Richard G. Frank (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30; and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

Provides overview of US health care delivery system, components, and policy challenges. The
health care system is considered from different "stake holder" perspectives: analyses roles of
patients, patients, providers, health plans, and payers. Considers objectives, constraints,
incentives, knowledge, and conduct. Evaluates problems faced by each actor in the system. What
makes health care so hard to reform? Can we count on consumerism to improve quality?
Reading includes selections from medical sociology, economics, politics, and ethics.

Note: Offered jointly with the Kennedy School as HCP-100. Meets at the Kennedy School.

*General Education 187. The Quality of Health Care in America

Catalog Number: 4832 Enrollment: Limited to 35.

Donald M. Berwick (Public Health, Medical School), David Blumenthal (Medical School),
Howard H. Hiatt (Medical School, Public Health), and Warner V. Slack (Medical School)
Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 4:30-6:30. EXAM GROUP: 18

Offers information and experiences regarding the most important issues and challenges in health
care quality. Overview of the dimensions of quality of care, including outcomes, overuse,
underuse, variation in practice patterns, errors and threats to patient safety, service flaws, and
forms of waste. Each session focuses on one specific issue, exploring patterns of performance,
data sources, costs, causes, and remedies. Explores desirable properties of health care systems
that perform at high levels in many dimensions of quality.

House Seminars
Primarily for Undergraduates
All House Seminars are offered for degree credit. House Seminars are normally graded with

letter grades; as with other letter-graded courses students may, with the instructor’s permission,
take House Seminars pass/fail. All House Seminars require the permission of the instructor (*).
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Information concerning enrollment in House Seminars should be sought from the appropriate
House Office. House Seminars are frequently not repeated from year to year.

Currier

*Currier 79. Medicine, Law, and Ethics: An Introduction

Catalog Number: 9614 Enrollment: Limited to 20.

Shahram Khoshbin (Medical School)

Half course (spring term). M., 7-9 pm. EXAM GROUP: 9

Explores medical, legal, and ethical aspects of medical care, with particular attention to medical
decision-making at the beginning and end of life, participants in research on human subjects,
human reproductive technologies, mental illness, and experimentation on animals. Historical
background of present-day medical practices and relevant law to be discussed.

Note: All students are welcome, but this seminar is particularly geared to pre-medical and pre-
law students.

Eliot

*Eliot 79. Nutrition and Public Health

Catalog Number: 1497 Enrollment: Limited to 20.

Clifford Lo

Half course (spring term). Tu., 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Introduction to the critical reading of technical nutrition and medical literature; surveys current
issues in public health and public policy relating to nutrition. Critical analysis of different types
of medical literature: historical monographs, metabolic laboratory observations, clinical case
reports, epidemiological surveys, prospective randomized controlled trials, metaanalyses, and
literature reviews. Prepares science and non-science concentrators to examine critically current
controversies for themselves; requires active participation and presentation by students.

Note: Clinical rounds with Nutrition Support Services at Children’s Hospital are optional.

Leverett

*Leverett 74. Sigmund Freud and C. S. Lewis: Two Contrasting World Views

Catalog Number: 0773 Enrollment: Limited to 20.

Armand M. Nicholi Il (Medical School)

Half course (spring term). M., 2—-4.

Focuses on "scientific” Weltanschauung (world view) of Freud as a key to his life and work.
Examines the world view Freud attacks through readings from C. S. Lewis and letters between
Freud and Oskar Pfister, Swiss psychoanalyst and theologian. Themes: source of morality and
ethics, human sexuality, problem of pain and human suffering, definition of happiness and
reason that unhappiness prevails, role of different categories of love in human relationships, and
"the painful riddle of death.”

Mather
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*Mather 79. St. Petersburg: The City as Art and Imagination - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 7562 Enrollment: Limited to 20.

James R. Russell (Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations)

Half course (spring term). W., 7-10 p.m.

Although some planned, invented cities never become realities, St. Petersburg, imagined and
willed into existence by Peter the Great, has become a hyper-reality. the cultural St. Petersburg
of literature, graphic and plastic arts, and music directs the thinking and lives of its inhabitants.
Studies impact of climate, built reality, and actual life--the great and impersonal capital, the
absurd and the supernatural, crime, the revolutionary response, purge and blockade, and the city
reborn.

The Freshman Seminar Program

Students entering Harvard College with freshman standing may apply for a freshman seminar
during the first two terms of residence. Freshman Seminars may not be audited. For a complete
description of the Freshman Seminar Program and 2006-07 offerings, please consult the current
Freshman Seminar catalog. Catalogs may be obtained from the Freshman Seminar Office, 6
Prescott Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 (telephone: 617-495-1523; email:
seminars@fas.harvard.edu). Additional information can be obtained from the Freshman Seminar
website: www.fas.harvard.edu/~seminars.

Freshman Seminars 2006-07

*Freshman Seminar 21i. Fourier’s Series - (New Course)

Catalog Number: 4711 Enrollment: Limited to 12.

Donald G. M. Anderson

Half course (spring term). M., 3-5.

Fourier series provided a major impetus for the development of significant portions of classical
analysis during the 19th century. Looks at central topics in classical analysis, focusing on the
sequence of hard won conceptual 