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Core-Curriculum

AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Faculty of the Committee on the Core Program

Jeremy R. Knowles, Amory Houghton Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences (Chair)

Peter J. Burgard, Professor of German

Benedict H. Gross, George Vasmer Leverett Professor of Mathematics

Robert P. Kirshner, Professor of Astronomy

Eric S. Maskin, Louis Berkman Professor of Economics (on leave 1999-00)

Michael J. Sandel, Harvard College Professor and Professor of Government

Roman Szporluk, Mykhailo Hrushevs’kyi Professor of Ukrainian History and Director of the
Ukrainian Research Institute

R. J. Tarrant, Harvard College Professor and Pope Professor of the Latin Language and
Literature

William Mills Todd 111, Curt Hugo Reisinger Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures and
Professor of Comparative Literature, and Dean for Undergraduate Education (ex officio)

The Core Curriculum Program

The philosophy of the Core Curriculum rests on the conviction that every Harvard graduate
should be broadly educated, as well as trained in a particular academic specialty or
concentration. It assumes that students need some guidance in achieving this goal, and that the
faculty has an obligation to direct them toward the knowledge, intellectual skills, and habits of
thought that are the hallmarks of educated men and women.

But the Core differs from other programs of general education. It does not define intellectual
breadth as the mastery of a set of Great Books, or the digestion of a specific quantum of
information, or the surveying of current knowledge in certain fields. Rather, the Core seeks to
introduce students to the major approaches to knowledge in areas that the faculty considers
indispensable to undergraduate education. It aims to show what kinds of knowledge and what
forms of inquiry exist in these areas, how different means of analysis are acquired, how they are
used, and what their value is. The courses within each area or subdivision of the program are
equivalent in the sense that, while their subject matter may vary, their emphasis on a particular
way of thinking is the same.

Foreign Cultures
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The goals common to all courses in Foreign Cultures are to expand one’s understanding of the
importance of cultural factors in shaping people’s lives, and to provide fresh perspectives on
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one’s own cultural assumptions and traditions, through study of cultures significantly different
from that of the United States and the Anglophone cultures of the British Isles, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand. These courses also introduce methods of studying a culture, and the
issues involved in approaching a culture not one’s own. Whether the primary emphasis is on the
analysis of key texts and works of art, on historical change, or on other fundamental aspects of
individual or social life, Foreign Cultures courses seek to identify the distinctive patterns of
thought and action that account for the particular configuration or ethos of another culture.

To meet the general aims of the Core requirement, two types of Foreign Cultures courses are
offered: one-semester courses devoted to major cultures distinct from that of the United States,
taught in English or in the language of those particular cultures, and full-year foreign language
courses beyond the introductory level, with substantial cultural content. Departmental courses
(including language courses) may not be substituted for Foreign Cultures courses to meet the
requirement in this area.

Foreign Cultures

[Foreign Cultures 12. Sources of Indian Civilization]

Catalog Number: 8312

Diana L. Eck

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
An introduction to the ideas and images that shaped classical Indian civilization and which
continue to be of significance to the understanding of modern India. Explores three areas of
Indian culture: its philosophical perspectives, its social and moral order, and its mythic and
visual imagination.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Foreign Cultures 17. Thought and Change in the Contemporary Middle East

Catalog Number: 8705

Nur Yalman

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
5

The social and political formation of the countries of the Middle East since the 19th century.
Focus on Turkey, Arab countries, Israel, and Iran; how both native and non-native social
theorists portray the processes of change, tradition, and history. Orientalist, Marxist, and cultural
anthropological theorists are juxtaposed; writers such as Gokalp, Shariati, Fanon are to be
situated. Topics include Islam and politics; the impact of the West; culture change; revolutionary
movements; mystic orders; ethnicity and alienation; the position of women; “progress.”

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Foreign Cultures 19. El poder v lo sagrado: figuras de un conflicto en las literaturas
hispanicas

Catalog Number: 6597

Luis Fernandez-Cifuentes

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12
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Starting with the identification of modern notions of Power (from Horkheimer to Foucault) as
well as modern intimations of the Sacred (mostly vis-a-vis Religion), the course will go on to
analyze Hispanic representations of both Power and the Sacred—their iconography and,
especially, their interaction with each other in certain strategies of seduction and resistance
which seem to characterize Hispanic Modernity—in five films and in the works of twenty major
contemporary writers, from Galdos to Cortazar, from Unamuno to Garcia Marquez.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. Conducted in Spanish.

Foreign Cultures 21. Cinéma et culture francaise, de 1896 a nos jours

Catalog Number: 8550

Tom Conley

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

Focuses on relations of cinema to French culture from the silent era to the age of video. Explores
film in dialogue with cultural and historical events; development of a national style and
signature; a history of criticism. Correlates study of cinema to cultural analysis. Takes up Renoir
and poetic realism; unrest in 1930s; France and other filmic idioms (Italy, Hollywood, Russia);
new wave directors; feminist and minoritarian cinema after 1980.

Note: Conducted in French.

Foreign Cultures 22a. La critique sociale a travers I’humour

Catalog Number: 0656

Marlies Mueller

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

A second-year language course that explores some French institutions, values, and traditions of
the 17th and 18th centuries as objects of humorous attacks by such authors as Beaumarchais, La
Fontaine, Moliére, and Voltaire. Multidisciplinary approach. Modern interpretations by such
eminent film directors as Cassell, Leconte, Rossellini, Scola, and Wajda. At the end of the course
students should be able to understand lectures in French, converse on a large variety of topics
with native speakers, read material of moderate difficulty, write correct French, and be capable
of continuing their studies in higher-level French courses.

Note: Conducted in French. Both Foreign Cultures 22a and 22b, not necessarily in sequence,
must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures requirement.

Prerequisite: A Harvard placement score of 600 minimum, equivalent preparation, or permission
of instructor.

Foreign Cultures 22b. La critique sociale a travers I’humour

Catalog Number: 0591

Marlies Mueller

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

A continuation of Foreign Cultures 22a. Explores French institutions, values, and traditions of
the 19th and 20th centuries with emphasis on such authors and film directors as Balzac, Beineix,
Godard, Renoir, Sartre, and Stendhal.

Note: Conducted in French. Both Foreign Cultures 22a and 22b, not necessarily in sequence,
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must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures requirement.
Prerequisite: A Harvard placement score of 710 minimum, Foreign Cultures 22a, equivalent
preparation, or permission of instructor.

Foreign Cultures 23a. Deutschland vom Kaiserreich zum Dritten Reich

Catalog Number: 0902

Maria Tatar

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12. EXAM GROUP: 5

A second-year language course using literary texts and cultural documents from the period
spanning 1890 to 1939. Discussion of works by Nietzsche, Brecht, Kafka, Mann, and others.
Note: Readings in German, class discussions in English and German. Both Foreign Cultures 23a
and 23b, not necessarily in sequence, must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures requirement.
Prerequisite: German A, German Bab, or equivalent preparation.

Foreign Cultures 23b. Oesterreich von Oesterreich-Ungarn zum Anschluss

Catalog Number: 1451

Beatrice Hanssen

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 12. EXAM GROUP: 5

Literary texts and cultural documents from the period spanning 1890 to 1938. Authors include
Schnitzler, Hofmannsthal, Freud, Rilke, Musil, Zweig, and others.

Note: Readings and lectures in German, class discussions in English and German. Both Foreign
Cultures 23a and 23b, not necessarily in sequence, must be taken to fulfill the Foreign Cultures
requirement.

Prerequisite: German Ca, German Da, Foreign Cultures 23a, or equivalent preparation.

Foreign Cultures 26. Industrial East Asia

Catalog Number: 1656

Ezra F. Vogel

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Traces the course of industrialization in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and
mainland China. Examines the sources and results of this transformation, including problems.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Foreign Cultures or Historical Study A, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 28. The Religion and Culture of Islam]

Catalog Number: 2463

William A. Graham, Jr.

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
An introduction to Islamic civilization with attention to both its unity and diversity across the
vast area where it has predominated since the 7th century A.D. Consideration of its origins,
formative development, fundamental institutions, religious thought and practice, literary and
artistic achievements, and modern situations in selected cultural areas.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Foreign Cultures 30. Forging a Nation: German Culture from Luther to Kant and
Beyond]
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Catalog Number: 0580

Peter J. Burgard

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1. EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Examines literary, philosophical, religious, and political movements of the period 1500-1775,
from the Reformation to the Enlightenment. Analysis of the social and political implications of
texts from that time and consideration of their critical reception in the 20th century. Focus on the
relevance of this early age in German cultural history for our own age. Main topics: Reformation
and revolution; the crisis of humanism; nationalism; literature under the sign of war;
Enlightenment and postmodernism.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Readings in German, discussions in German and
English.

Prerequisite: German D, equivalent preparation, or permission of the instructor.

[Foreign Cultures 31. Introduction to German Culture and Civilization]

Catalog Number: 0670

Beatrice Hanssen

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Special focus: Revolutionary literature in Germany (1789-1989). How have German writers
represented political revolutions and social upheavals, from the French Revolution, the weavers’
revolt of 1844, or the Spartacus rebellion, to the so-called November Revolution of 1989? And,
conversely, to what extent has literature, especially drama, had an impact on revolutionary
events? Authors and figures considered include Schiller, Goethe, Kleist, Arndt, Biichner, Heine,
B. von Arnim, Marx, Hauptmann, Luxemburg, Toller, Brecht, Th. Mann, Weiss, Miller, Wolf,
Arendt, and Habermas. Films by Brecht, Riefenstahl, and von Trotta.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Readings in German, discussions in German and
English.

Prerequisite: German D, equivalent preparation, or permission of the instructor.

[Foreign Cultures 33. Les doctrines politiques et sociales de la France]

Catalog Number: 4455

Stanley Hoffmann

Half course (fall term). M., W., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 7,
8

A study of the ideas concerning the proper organization of society and of political institutions
offered by French political theorists, intellectuals (including literary figures), and major
statesmen from the 17th century to the present.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Lectures and sections in French; readings in French and
English.

Foreign Cultures 34. Mesoamerican Civilizations

Catalog Number: 3196

William L. Fash

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
This course highlights the distinctive features of the evolving cultural traditions of Mesoamerica,
one of the oldest living civilizations in the world. Precolumbian religion, arts, cultural ecology,
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political economy, and construction of power and social identity through myth, ritual, and
official history are explored first. Continuities and changes in those traditions resulting from the
Spanish conquest, colonial rule, and subsequent global change in the 20th century are then
analyzed. In Mexico and Central America, the past continues to shape the present, and living
cultures help illuminate processes, events, and worldview in the archaeological past.

Foreign Cultures 46. Caribbean Societies: Socioeconomic Change and Cultural
Adaptations

Catalog Number: 6357

Orlando Patterson

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Caribbean societies are largely the economic and political creations of Western imperial powers.
Though in the West, they are only partly of it, and their popular cultures are highly original
blends of African and European forms. The course examines the area as a system emerging from
a situation of great social and cultural diversity to the present tendency toward social and cultural
convergence. Patterns of underdevelopment are explored through case studies of Latin and Afro-
Caribbean states, as are cultural adaptations through studies of Afro-Caribbean religions and
folklore, the poetry of Negritude, and reggae music. America’s interaction is also examined.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Foreign Cultures 48. The Cultural Revolution]

Catalog Number: 6474

Roderick MacFarquhar

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 2

From 1966 to 1976, the People’s Republic of China was wracked by civil strife, student violence,
political intrigue, and military plots. What had once seemed the best disciplined and most stable
of dictatorial states seemed about to dissolve into disunity, even anarchy, and as a result of the
actions of the man who had done more than anyone else to create it: Chairman Mao Zedong. The
Cultural Revolution is traced in order to pinpoint Mao’s aims and to explore the deeper political,
social, economic, and cultural issues that his actions raised for the Chinese, and for the rest of us
as well.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Foreign Cultures or Historical Study B, but not both.

[Foreign Cultures 56. Jewish Life in Eastern Europe]

Catalog Number: 1271

Jay M. Harris

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

An examination of the variegated cultural achievements of Eastern European Jewish society,
including its religious and ethical worldviews; its educational institutions; its literature; its
politics. Primary focus on the 19th century, the development and continuity of traditional life,
and the confrontation between traditional and newer cultural patterns.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.
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Foreign Cultures 60. Individual, Community, and Nation in Vietnam

Catalog Number: 1976

Hue-Tam Ho Tai

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

An introduction to the enduring bases of Vietnamese society and culture. Focuses on the impact
of change on the individual, the family, the community, and the nation through the ages. The
condition of women from primitive times to the socialist present, the relationship between
religion and politics, the continuing struggle over land, and the dilemmas of leadership and
national integration are examined through a combination of literary and historical documents as
well as more analytical materials.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Foreign Cultures 62. Chinese Family, Marriage, and Kinship: A Century of Change]
Catalog Number: 2628

James L. Watson

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
Examines Chinese culture from the “bottom up” with emphasis on the structure of everyday life.
The first half deals with prerevolutionary (noncommunist) society. Topics include marriage and
adoption strategies, concubinage, inheritance patterns, gender roles, lineage organization, and
life crisis rituals. Second half focuses on postrevolutionary society and Maoist attempts to
construct a new culture. Topics include land reform and collectivization, marriage, women’s
liberation, changing family organization, antisuperstition campaigns, population control, and the
impact of post-Mao reforms. Ethnographic laboratories (sections) examine issues such as
footbinding, arranged marriage, and political campaigns.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Foreign Cultures or Social Analysis, but not both.

Foreign Cultures 68. Authority and the Claims of the Individual in Chinese Literary
Culture

Catalog Number: 9028

Stephen Owen

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
Examines the role Chinese literary texts have played in articulating the place of the individual as
part of, or against, the authority of community and state. Beginning with the celebrations of
social integration in the early parts of the Classic of Poetry (early first millennium B.C.), we will
follow the increasingly complex role literature came to play, both as a critic of authority and as
establishing a domain of private life.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Foreign Cultures or Literature
and Arts A, but not both.

Foreign Cultures 70. Understanding Islam and Contemporary Muslim Societies
Catalog Number: 1065

Ali S. Asani

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12. EXAM GROUP: 5

Offers an introductory survey of the Islamic world as well as the fundamental concepts and
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devotional practices of the Islamic faith. Focuses on developing an understanding of the diversity
of the Muslim religious worldview and the manner in which it has influenced the political,
social, and cultural life of Muslims in various parts of the world, particularly in the modern
period. Briefly considers the contemporary situation of Muslims as a religious minority in
Europe and the United States.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Foreign Cultures 72. Russian Culture from Revolution to Perestroika

Catalog Number: 5581

Svetlana Boym

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
Explores 20th-century Russian culture through literature, art, and film. Topics include art and
revolution, utopian imagination and the authoritarian state, the rewriting of history through
literature and film, art of the fantastic and the literature of exile, postcommunism and
postmodernism, the search for national identity and resistance to nationalism. Proceeds from
revolutionary avant-garde art and artistic experimentation of the 1920s to the declaration of
Socialist Realism and the experience of Stalinism, from the dissident art of the 1960s in Russia
and Central Europe to the culture of Cold War, perestroika, and beyond. Works by Malevich,
Eisenstein, Vertov, Mayakovsky, Babel, Bulgakov, Mandel’shtam, Nabokov, Kundera, Brodsky.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Foreign Cultures 74. Cultures of Southern Europe]

Catalog Number: 0603

Michael Herzfeld

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

This is a survey of the modern cultures of Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, and Spain.
Southern Europe has been viewed as both the fount of “Western civilization” and as a poor and
crime-ridden backwater; it has been home to imperial powers and humiliated client-states alike.
Through the reading of anthropological field studies (urban and rural), literary and historical
portrayals, and artistic representations (including film and opera), this course focuses on what
such contradictions mean for people in those countries at the level of everyday life, and provides
an account of differences as well as similarities among the countries discussed.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Foreign Cultures 76. Mass Culture in Nazi Germany: The Power of Images and lIllusions
Catalog Number: 3396

Eric Rentschler

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11; Screening, M., 4-6, and a weekly section to be
arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4

A half-century after Hitler’s demise, the legacy of Nazi sights and sounds remains contested and
problematic. We will analyze seminal films of the Third Reich as ideological constructs, popular
commodities, and aesthetic artifacts. How did emanations of Joseph Goebbels’ Ministry of
Propaganda figure within the larger contexts of state terror, world war, and mass murder, and
how have Nazi images been presented and recycled since 1945? Sampling of short subjects and
documentaries (Triumph of the Will, Olympia, and The Eternal Jew), and narrative films (Hitler
Youth Ouex, The Broken Jug, La Habanera, Jew Siss, and Kolberg). Readings provide pertinent
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socio-historical backgrounds and important theoretical perspectives.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. No knowledge of German required.

Foreign Cultures 78. Culture-Building and the Emergence of Modern Scandinavia
Catalog Number: 0671

Stephen A. Mitchell

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

Focuses on the nordic world (Denmark, the Faroes, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden) in
the 20th century, but begins with early 19th-century nationalist aspirations tied to folklore
collecting and literary movements (e.g., the Kalevala). Examines the “valorization” of peasant
culture, pre-Christian paganism, and other aspects of nordic cultural history in a wide variety of
cultural monuments (e.g., paintings, museum displays, films, and literary works). Traces the
question of who shapes public perceptions of “national cultures” in Scandinavia in selected
periods, including the Nazi occupation, the “sex, suicide, and socialism” sterotype of the 60s,
and contemporary settings (e.g., the Olympic Games).

Foreign Cultures 80. The Cultural Identities of Modern Korea

Catalog Number: 8798

David McCann

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Surveys the development of Korean cultural identity in literature, art, music, and the writing of
history from the first unified kingdom, Silla, in the seventh century, through the succeeding
Koryd and Choson kingdoms, and into the first half of the twentieth century. Then examines
modern Korea — the Japanese colonial occupation, 1910-1945; liberation, division, and the
Korean War, 1945-1953; the separate cultural regimes in north and south; and hopes for
reunification — in the context of its cultural productions.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Foreign Cultures requirement

The following courses fully listed in the Historical Study A area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Historical Study A, but not both.
Historical Study A-13. Tradition and Transformation in East Asian Civilization: China
Historical Study A-14. Tradition and Transformation in East Asian Civilization: Japan
[Historical Study A-15. Politics and Society in the Making of Modern India]

Historical Study A-23. Democracy, Equality, and Development in Mexico

The following courses fully listed in the Historical Study B area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Historical Study B, but not both.
[Historical Study B-60. France’s Decline and Renovation (1934—-1946)]

Historical Study B-64. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate

The following courses fully listed in the Literature and Arts C area of the Core Curriculum may
be taken to meet the Core requirement in Foreign Cultures or in Literature and Arts C, but not
both.

Literature and Arts C-18. Hindu Myth, Image, and Pilgrimage

[Literature and Arts C-40. The Chinese Literati]

[Literature and Arts C-49. Cultural China in Contemporary Perspectives]

10
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Literature and Arts C-51. Revolution and Reaction: The Rise and Fall of the Russian
Avant-Garde

Departmental courses that satisfy the Foreign Cultures requirement

A listing of departmental courses that can be taken to meet the Foreign Cultures requirement is
included in the Core Curriculum section of the Handbook for Students (Web site:
http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/handbooks/student). These courses are not necessarily
designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or more than could be
expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Historical Study
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of courses in Historical Study is to develop students’ comprehension of history
as a form of inquiry and understanding. The courses fall into two groups representing two
emphases in historical study.

Historical Study A

Courses in Historical Study A are designed to help the student understand, through historical
study, the background and development of major issues of the contemporary world. These
courses illustrate the way in which historical study helps make sense of some of the great
issues—often problematic policy issues—of our own world. The courses focus on the sequential
development of issues whose origins may be quite distant from the present but whose
significance is still profound in the world in which students live today.

Historical Study B

Courses in Historical Study B focus closely on the documented details of some transforming
event or group of events. They aim to develop an understanding of the complexity of human
affairs, of the way in which a variety of forces—economic, cultural, religious, political—have
interacted with individual aspirations and with the deliberate efforts of individuals to control and
shape events in specific contexts and historical moments. They are sufficiently delimited in time
to allow concentrated study of primary source materials.

Historical Study A

Historical Study A-12. International Conflicts and Cooperation in the Modern World
Catalog Number: 5129

Andrew Moravcsik and Stephen Peter Rosen

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 10, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 3

Why do states go to war? Is international cooperation possible? How is the nature of power
changing? Will economic and ecological interdependence bring new conflicts? Will nationalism
and ethnic conflicts make world order impossible? To answer such questions, the first half of the

11
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course examines the Peloponnesian War, 19th-century antecedents of 20th-century conflicts, and
origins and consequences of the two world wars. The second half focuses on the main
international conflicts since 1945 (Cold War, nuclear weapons, decolonization, regional and civil
conflicts, international economic conflicts, domestic policies and conflicts that threaten world
peace) and attempts to control or solve them.

Historical Study A-13. Tradition and Transformation in East Asian Civilization: China
Catalog Number: 5243

Peter K. Bol and William C. Kirby

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Modern China presents a dual image: a society transforming itself through economic
development and social revolution; and the world’s largest and oldest bureaucratic state, coping
with longstanding problems of economic and political management. Whatever form of modern
society and state emerges in China will bear the indelible imprint of China’s historical
experience, of its patterns of philosophy and religion, and of its social and political thought.
These themes are discussed in order to understand China in the modern world, and as a great
world civilization that developed along lines different from those of the Mediterranean.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Historical Study A or Foreign
Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study A-14. Tradition and Transformation in East Asian Civilization: Japan
Catalog Number: 5373

Andrew Gordon and Mikael Adolphson

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

The history of Japan from earliest settlements to the present. Japan’s pre-modern history presents
the challenge of understanding distinctive forms of political activity and social relations, from
court noblemen and women to samurai warriors, as well as religious traditions of great depth and
literatures of unusual range and power. Japan’s modern history presents one of the most striking
transformations in world history. For better and sometimes for worse, people in Japan since the
mid-19th century have come to share in the dilemmas of modernity that challenge us all. The
course examines the pre-modern and modern history of both institutions and ideas, with
emphasis on reading selected literary documents as well as historical writings.

Note: For students under the Core requirement, counts as either Historical Study A or Foreign
Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study A-15. Politics and Society in the Making of Modern India]

Catalog Number: 8301

Pratap Bhanu Mehta and Devesh Kapur

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

This course examines the complex dynamics of India’s emergence and continuation as a vibrant
if contentious democracy. It examines the ways in which the Indian democratic experience has
shaped and been shaped by its society and economy by asking questions such as: how do India’s
“traditional” institutions adapt or fail to adapt to modern circumstances? How does it weave
itself together as a nation? What is the relationship between its politics and economic outcomes?

12


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5243
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5373

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

What are the strengths and vulnerabilities of its institutions?
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study A or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Historical Study A-17. Modern Political Ideologies

Catalog Number: 2692

Stanley Hoffmann and Pratap Bhanu Mehta

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13

Examines those ideas that moved large numbers of people in Europe and America to organized
political action in the 19th and 20th centuries, such as democracy, liberty, nationalism, populism,
socialism, authoritarian and totalitarian ideas.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-18. Science and Society in the 20th Century ]

Catalog Number: 5693

Everett I. Mendelsohn

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

Case studies focus on the atom, the gene, the environment, and the computer. The changing
nature of the scientific enterprise, its intellectual structures, and its social relations are examined.
Aspects of science and war, science and the state, science and totalitarianism, and science and
industry are treated. Additional topics include science and inequality; race and gender; and the
competition for human and material resources.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-23. Democracy, Equality, and Development in Mexico

Catalog Number: 6861

John H. Coatsworth

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6
Mexico has achieved high levels of democratic participation, social equality, and economic
growth in the past, but has never managed to achieve all three at the same time. This course
explores how history as a mode of inquiry and understanding can illuminate Mexico’s
contemporary challenge, that of overcoming underdevelopment, inequality, and authoritarianism
all at the same time. The course also addresses Mexico’s complex and ambivalent relationship to
external powers, particularly the United States, but only to the extent that doing so can contribute
to understanding these three contemporary problems.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study A or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study A-27. Reason and Faith in the West]

Catalog Number: 8149

Ann M. Blair

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
Examines from a historical perspective one of the central themes in the Western intellectual
tradition: the desire to reconcile rational philosophy with religious and biblical authority.
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Discusses the transformations in conceptions of reason, science, biblical interpretation, and
divine intervention (among other themes) in the context of the long period of change from
medieval to modern. Readings emphasize primary sources—for example: Aquinas, Galileo,
Descartes, Newton, Spinoza, and Darwin—but also pay some attention to the historiography on
“science and religion.”

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-33. Women, Feminism, and History

Catalog Number: 3555

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

From Christine de Pisan in the 14th century to Virginia Woolf in the 20th, women writers have
used history to question seemingly unchangeable differences between the sexes. This course
examines classic works in Western feminism in the light of contemporary scholarship in
women’s history. It emphasizes the range and variety of feminist appropriations of the past, from
storytelling to legal briefs, and considers the strengths and pitfalls of historical argumentation.
Discussion will focus on close analysis of primary materials.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-34. Medicine and Society in America

Catalog Number: 1552

Allan M. Brandt

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Surveys major developments in the history of American medicine since the discovery of the New
World. Emphasis placed upon setting the practice of medicine as well as the experience of health
and disease into broad social, cultural, and political contexts. Topics include the social and
cultural impact of epidemic disease; the nature of demographic and epidemiological change; the
development of medical therapeutics and technologies; the growth of health care institutions; the
rise of the medical profession; and debates about the allocation of health care resources.
Evaluates the role of medicine in addressing social needs as well as the social and economic
determinants of patterns of health and disease.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-40. The Middle East and Europe since the Crusades: Relations and
Perceptions

Catalog Number: 5423

Cemal Kafadar

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Nine centuries of interaction between two neighboring world civilizations centered around the
Mediterranean basin. Examines the transformation of the terms of coexistence and competition
over time from an asymmetry in favor of the Islamic world to one favoring Europe in terms of
power and prestige. Surveys major events and broad patterns of human activity (wars,
migrations, conversions, trade, cultural exchange); compares institutions and worldviews; studies
the variety of ways in which the two civilizations perceived and imagined each other. Focus on
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common roots and mutual influences. Analysis of (mis)perceptions as historically constructed
cultural categories and of their legacy in the modern world.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-51. The Modern World Economy, 1873-1998]

Catalog Number: 1263

Jeffry Frieden

Half course (fall term). M., W., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 7,
8

The past 125 years have seen more rapid economic growth, and more global economic
integration, than ever before. Yet the gap between rich and poor countries has widened, and
“globalization” has alternated with attempts at national self-sufficiency under fascist, communist,
and other banners. The course explores the impact of technological, economic, social, and
political trends, at both global and national levels, on the development of the world economy
since 1873. Topics include free trade and the gold standard in the 19th century, European
colonialism, the depressions of 1873-1896 and 1929-1939, and the postwar economic order.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-53. The Chinese Revolutionary Tradition

Catalog Number: 1667

Elizabeth J. Perry

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
The Chinese revolutionary tradition began with peasant uprisings in the mid-19th century and
continues to this day. From late imperial times to the present, a steady stream of dramatic
revolutionary efforts have exerted a major impact on the direction of Chinese politics. This
course examines continuities and changes across successive phases of the process: the quasi-
Christian Taipings, the anti-Christian Boxers, the 1911 Revolution, the rise of Communism,
Mao’s Cultural Revolution, the 1989 Tiananmen Uprising, contemporary tax riots and labor
strikes, etc. It focuses on ways in which earlier repertoires of contentious politics have influenced
the aspirations and actions of later generations of protesters.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-68. The Making and Remaking of the Modern Middle East]

Catalog Number: 1845

Edward Roger Owen

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

Examines the political and social history of the Arab countries of the Middle East (including
North Africa) as well as Iran, Israel, and Turkey. Provides a basis for the understanding of the
politics of the region in the late 20th century. Major themes are the creation and transformation
of the modern states and of their political systems in the period since World War I, and the
transformation of Middle Eastern society during this same period under the impact of
colonialism, independence, regional wars, and oil. Attention also paid to theoretical discussions
concerning modernization and development, including those which seek to define the role of the
state.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.
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[Historical Study A-70. International History: The Last Century]

Catalog Number: 2517

Akira Iriye

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Examines the contemporary world against the background of international relations since the
1890s. Topics include European imperialism and decolonization, the origins and consequences
of the two World Wars, the Americanization of the globe, and the rise of a multicultural world.
Stresses the interplay of states and non-state actors.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-72. The Development of the Modern State

Catalog Number: 2909

Peter A. Hall and Thomas Ertman

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Explores the way in which the political institutions of the Western world have changed over the
past eight centuries. Examines the social and political factors that lie behind the institutional
developments of the modern state. Concentrates on Britain, France, and Germany. Discusses
both the developmental patterns common to these nations and the divergence in their institutions
at critical points in time.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study A-74. Continuity and Change in Contemporary China: The People’s
Republic and Taiwan in the Modern World

Catalog Number: 0893

William C. Kirby

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

What are the enduring problems of modern China? How do different Chinese governments
confront them? This course assumes that the basic question of 20th-century China remains
unanswered: what kind of government, society, and economy will ultimately replace the old
imperial system? Part | defines basic themes: quests for national unity and international
importance; population and ecological pressures; competition between capitalism and socialism;
problems of democracy in Chinese political culture. Part Il contrasts the revolutionary
experiments of two “new Chinas” after 1950. Part III discusses contemporary reforms in the
P.R.C. and Taiwan, and explores the future of “Greater China,” in the light of its past.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-76. Germany 1871-1990: From Unification to Reunification]

Catalog Number: 3594

David Blackbourn

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Examines the forces that have shaped modern German history from the Empire created in 1871,
through the Weimar Republic and Third Reich, to division and reunification. The continuities as
well as discontinuities of this history provide a major theme, particularly the roots of the Nazi
period and the question of how far the two postwar Germanys broke with the past. The course is
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built around three interrelated themes: politics, economy and society, and culture. The principal
focus is domestic affairs, but the nature of the “German question” means that attention is given
to the international dimension where appropriate.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-78. Nationalism and Socialism (1772-1991)]

Catalog Number: 4411

Roman Szporluk

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Examines nationalism and socialism as ways of interpreting the world and as programs for
changing it. Locates nationalism and socialism in relation to other intellectual and political
currents. Reviews the communist treatment of ethnicity in the USSR and the Soviet impact on
Eastern Europe thereafter.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-80. The Cold War]

Catalog Number: 5222

Ernest R. May

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

The East-West Cold War that followed World War 1l forms the background for all thinking
about current and future international relations. This course surveys the Cold War’s origins and
development, the crises at its climax, and the course of events from the subsequent détente down
to the present.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-81. Chinese Emigration in Modern Times]

Catalog Number: 0303

Philip A. Kuhn

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Explores one of the great historic migrations, from the 16th century to the present. Topics
include: how migration was related to conditions of late imperial Chinese society; how Chinese
interacted with European empires in Southeast Asia and with native peoples; how they
developed their economic roles in host societies; and how acculturation and conflict shaped their
identities. The experience of Chinese migrants to North America is placed in a world context.
Readings emphasize the analysis of primary sources in English.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study A-83. Civic Engagement in American Democracy]

Catalog Number: 2361

Theda Skocpol

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Are Americans withdrawing from public life, or just engaging shared concerns in new ways?
Changes in U.S. civil society and democracy are lively topics of debate, with attention usually
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restricted to the period since the 1960s. A longer-term perspective can sharpen our sense of what
is changing and why. Drawing on primary and secondary sources, this course considers how
America became a “nation of joiners” and the world’s first mass democracy. The course surveys
voluntary associations and political changes from the 19th century through the social movements
of the 1960s and 1970s, culminating in a reexamination of the health of American democracy
today.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Historical Study A requirement
The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be

taken to meet the Core requirement in Historical Study A or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
Foreign Cultures 26. Industrial East Asia

Historical Study B

[Historical Study B-11. The Crusades]

Catalog Number: 0434

Angeliki E. Laiou

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

Examines the decision to launch the First Crusade (1095); Pope Urban II’s motivations; the
condition of the church in the Western world and the development of the idea of holy war.
Studies the consequences of the First Crusade; expansion of Western Europeans into the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Balkans; the development of the crusading movement through the Fourth
Crusade (1204); and the permanent transformation of East-West relations resulting from the
conflict and coexistence of various peoples whom the Crusades brought together. Considers the
relations among political, economic, and religious factors and the consequences in cultural and
material spheres. Readings focus on sources in translation.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study B-13. Charlemagne and the Birth of Medieval Civilization]

Catalog Number: 2567

Michael McCormick

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

For 200 years, the family of Charlemagne welded together the disparate fragments of a fallen
Roman Empire and free Germania. The result was a new civilization, called Europe; a new
cultural movement, called Renaissance. “Charlemagne” investigates how a new civilization arose
in the countryside and in the conquests of the 8th and 9th centuries A.D. with consequences that
endure down to our own time. But “Charlemagne” is also about historical analysis: the
techniques by which today’s historians wrest new data and insights from manuscripts,
memorandums, and mud to rediscover the lives of the men and women who created the first
European civilization.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.
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Historical Study B-18. The Protestant Reformation

Catalog Number: 0623

Steven Ozment

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

In the 16th century, hundreds of thousands of people surrendered religious beliefs, practices, and
institutions that had organized daily life and given it meaning for the greater part of a
millennium. “The Protestant Reformation™ attempts to explain why this happened and how it
changed the course of history. Lectures and readings concentrate on seven major areas: (1) the
“causes” of the Reformation; (2) its inception and development in representative cities and lands;
(3) competing theologies and social philosophies; (4) the variety of linguistic and visual
propaganda; (5) the impact on contemporary society and culture; (6) the Catholic response; (7)
the Reformation’s legacy to the modern world.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study B-19. The Renaissance in Florence]

Catalog Number: 4631

James Hankins

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

The Renaissance has been described by historians as a revival of antiquity, as a revolt against the
Middle Ages, and as the beginning of the modern world. This course examines these claims in
the context of a detailed examination of the society and culture of Florence, the most important
Renaissance center, from the time of Dante to the time of Machiavelli.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study B or Literature and Arts C, but not both.

Historical Study B-27. The English Revolution

Catalog Number: 5234

Mark A. Kishlansky

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

Explores the causes, development, and consequences of the English Revolution of the 17th
century. The English Revolution is one of the pivotal events in Anglo-American and European
history. It marks the first constitutional challenge to an absolute monarch and is the crucial
forerunner to the American and French Revolutions. Studies the origins of a revolutionary crisis,
the dynamics of revolutionary change, and the actions and aspirations of revolutionaries within
the context of 17th-century English society. Readings, drawn from contemporary and historical
literature, include works by Milton, Hobbes, Clarendon, and Pepys. Discussion sections focus on
reading primary materials.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study B-35. The French Revolution: Causes, Processes, and Conseguences
Catalog Number: 0525

Patrice Higonnet

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
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The cultural, social, and political life of France before 1789; the rise of a public sphere; the
Revolution in its development from the decentralized “consensus” of 1789 to Jacobin terrorism
in 1793-94; the structures of Jacobin thought; the ideological, social, and administrative effects
of the Revolution in France. The roles of Mirabeau, the Montagnards, the Girondins,
Robespierre, Babeuf, and Napoleon are considered, as well as more general themes such as the
effect of public opinion and the redefinition of gender roles.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study B-42. The American Civil War, 1861-1865

Catalog Number: 3386

William E. Gienapp

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

An examination of the experiences of both the North and the South during the Civil War and the
legacy of the war for the United States. Topics include the origins of the war, Abraham Lincoln
and Jefferson Davis as war leaders, Union war aims and emancipation, dissent and opposition to
the war in the Union and the Confederacy, the Confederate transformation of the South, the
northern and southern home fronts, race, the spiritual and economic costs of the war, and the
imprint of the war on American politics, society, and values. This is not a course in military
history.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study B-46. The Darwinian Revolution

Catalog Number: 5988

Everett I. Mendelsohn

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

An examination of the intellectual structure and social context of ideas of evolution as they
developed in the 19th and 20th centuries. Topics include the backgrounds to various forms of
evolutionary thought; Darwin’s methodology; the relations between biological and social
evolutionary thought; the comparative reception of Darwinian evolutionary theory in Great
Britain, France, Germany, Russia, and the U.S.; social Darwinism, eugenics, biological
determinism, race, religion, conflict and cooperation.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Historical Study B-53. World War and Society in the 20th Century: World War |

Catalog Number: 4388

Charles S. Maier

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Viewed together, the two world wars shattered Germany’s bid for European domination,
revolutionized Russia and extended her influence over Eastern Europe for over 40 years, helped
dissolve the colonial empires and create the modern welfare state, and made the United States the
world’s preeminent power. Historical Study B-53 and B-54 examine the problem of war origins;
grand strategies of the combatants and the actual nature of fighting; organization of war
economies; response of writers and intellectuals; and the nature of the peace settlements and
legacies for postwar culture and politics. This course also focuses on the issue of inevitability;

20


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/3386
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5988
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/4388

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

the static trench combat; transformation of the state; demographic effects; literary perception and
political radicalization of Left and Right; postwar bitterness and disillusion.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Historical Study B-54. World War and Society in the 20th Century: World War 11]
Catalog Number: 6497

Charles S. Maier

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Examines the failure of the Versailles system, the Pacific conflict after 1937, the continental
European war of 1939-41, the vast coalition struggle of 1941-45, and the bipolar postwar
settlement. Topics include the strategic demands of multifront warfare; the role of city bombing,
intelligence, and partisan warfare; occupation regimes, collaboration and resistance; America’s
“good war” —the politics and culture of the home fronts; war costs, including the civilian toll;
postwar purges, liberation movements, and commemoration.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Historical Study B-60. France’s Decline and Renovation (1934—-1946)]

Catalog Number: 5393

Stanley Hoffmann

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 16, 17

The decadence and rebirth of France in the 20th century. The decline and destruction of the
Third Republic confronted with the great depression, the social, political, and intellectual
divisions around the Popular Front, and Nazi Germany. The Vichy regime’s attempts at domestic
counterrevolution and external collaboration with Germany. The liberation of France by the
Resistance movements and General de Gaulle. Successes and limits of post-Liberation political,
economic, and social transformations, and of France’s intellectual and diplomatic adaptation to a
world dominated by the Cold War and the revolt against colonialism. Special emphasis on
historical controversies and on the moral dilemmas faced by the French. Readings include
memoirs and literary works.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study B or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study B-61. The Warren Court and the Pursuit of Justice, 1953-1969]

Catalog Number: 6840

Morton J. Horwitz (Law School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
Examines the significance of the Supreme Court during the Chief Justiceship of Earl Warren in
the broader context of the development of American thought and society. Explores the basic
premise that the Warren Era represented not only a major constitutional revolution but that it
produced a fundamental transformation in the conception of the role of law in American society.
Subjects to be studied are Brown v. Board of Education, the Civil Rights Movement, and the
history of race relations; McCarthyism and civil liberties; the emergence of a right to privacy in
Griswold v. Connecticut; and the “rights” revolution in jurisprudence.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.
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Historical Study B-64. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate

Catalog Number: 6974

Jorge I. Dominguez

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Focus on the insurrectionary war, the consolidation of power, Fidel Castro’s role, the role of
organized labor and the peasantry, the U.S.-Cuban conflict, the alliance with the Soviet Union,
the choice of economic strategy, the “remaking of human beings,” the role of intellectuals, the
support for revolutions in Africa and Latin America, and the change toward “orthodox” policies.
The instructor will debate himself, presenting two or more views on each issue. Readings include
original documents in translation.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Historical Study B or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Historical Study B-68. America and Vietnam: 1945-1975]

Catalog Number: 3447

Hue-Tam Ho Tai and Ernest R. May

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

Examines modern conflicts in Vietnam and their implications for the United States from 1945—
1975, from both Vietnamese and American perspectives. Seeks to provide an understanding of
the complexity of the war and the ethical dilemmas it raised by examining issues ranging from
the power-politics assumptions of decision makers to the personal experiences of those caught in
the war. Covers both background and consequences of the war, but the main focus is on the 30-
year period during which the fortunes of America and Vietnam became intertwined.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Historical Study B requirement

The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Historical Study B or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
[Foreign Cultures 48. The Cultural Revolution]

Literature and Arts
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Courses in Literature and Arts aim to foster a critical understanding of artistic expression, and to
exemplify the ways in which the humanities are an arena for scholarly examination and
discussion. These courses illustrate and analyze what constitutes knowledge in the various fields
-- its varieties, forms, scope, uses and abuses, and modes of interpretation -- while familiarizing
students with major works, major themes, or clusters of creative achievement in particular times
and places.

Literature and Arts A

Focuses on literary texts and methods of literary analysis. Courses in this area offer a variety of
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critical and analytical approaches to literature, and a range of responses to questions such as the
following: How does literature function? How are literary genres and traditions constituted and
transformed? What are the relations among author, reader, text, and the circumstances in which
the text is produced? How is our reading of the literature of the past influenced by the concerns
of the present?

Literature and Arts B

Introduces students to a non-literary form of expression, and offers instruction in the elements of
either visual or musical understanding, in the discipline of looking or listening. In addition to
studying the articulation of visual or musical forms and their meanings, courses may emphasize
the relationship between artistic or musical production and the historical/cultural moment in
which it takes place.

Literature and Arts C

Studies creative cultural epochs in history, and explores how works of literature and art function
within a given society. Focusing on significant periods, styles, or movements, these courses
describe and analyze ways in which culture is produced, interpreted, and disseminated.

Literature and Arts A

Literature and Arts A-16. Lives Ruined by Literature: The Theme of Reading in the Novel
Catalog Number: 0691

Judith Ryan

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 15
An exploration of the theme of reading as presented in the novel from the 18th century to the
present. Topics include misreading and escapist reading, confusing fiction with reality, modeling
one’s life on fiction, and misusing literature in relations of love and friendship. Attention also
paid to narrative point of view, problems of intertextuality, and comedy, tragedy, and parody in
the novel. Authors include Goethe, Flaubert, Fontane, Wharton, Sartre, Nabokov, Brookner,
Barnes, and Ackroyd.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-18. Fairy Tales, Children’s Literature, and the Culture of Childhood
Catalog Number: 7478

Maria Tatar

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

Analyzes cultural production for children in the larger context of childrearing practices and
educational theories. Addresses issues such as the folkloristic and literary representation of the
child, the relationship between teller/author and audience, and functional changes in fairy tales
and children’s books. The varying historical constructions of childhood, the role of parental and
institutional interventions, and the disciplinary edge to children’s literature are also examined.
Authors include Charles Perrault, the Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Andersen, John Locke,
Rousseau, Charlotte Bronté&, Lewis Carroll, J.M. Barrie, Henry James, William Golding, and
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others.
Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-20. Classics in Christian Literature

Catalog Number: 1177

Robert Kiely

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

An examination of selected literary forms and thematic preoccupations of post-Biblical texts in
the Christian tradition. Focuses on personal representations of religious experience—the search
for faith, narratives of conversion, testimonies of belief, and confessions of doubt. Explores the
relationships between aesthetic form (genre, style, voice) and a variety of individual efforts to
interpret and reconfigure the claims of the gospels. Authors include Augustine, Teresa of Avila,
Juliana of Norwich, Martin Luther, John Donne, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
and T.S. Eliot.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-22. Poems, Poets, Poetry]

Catalog Number: 5808

Helen Vendler

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5

A study of poetry as the history and science of feeling: readings in major lyric poems of England
and America. Emphasis on problems of invention and execution, and on the poet’s choice of
genre, stance, context, and structure. Other topics to be raised include the process of
composition, the situating of a poem in its historical and poetic contexts, the notion of a poet’s
development, the lyric as dramatic speech, and the experimental lyric of the 20th century.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.

Literature and Arts A-26. Dante’s Divine Comedy and Its World

Catalog Number: 6090

Lino Pertile

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
Studies Dante’s Divine Comedy as an enduring work of poetry, a major text of the European
literary tradition, and the most comprehensive synthesis of medieval culture. Largely based on
textual analysis, the course looks at how literature works in relation to, on the one hand, the
language and rhetorical tradition in which it is expressed and, on the other, the culture which it
expresses and interprets. Particular attention is paid to the poem’s central philosophical concerns,
from the role of the individual in history and society to the relationship between progress and
happiness, and between politics and morality.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-35. Tragic Drama and Human Conflict

Catalog Number: 0172

Bennett Simon (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Introduces the student to the use of psychoanalytic perspectives in enhancing the understanding
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and appreciation of tragic drama. Focuses on tragedy as a study of the family, emphasizing the
problem of how the family at war with itself can procreate and continue. Also discusses the form
of tragic drama, particularly with regard to dialogue and storytelling within the plays. Readings
include ancient, Shakespearean, and modern tragedies, as well as secondary sources that assist in
understanding psychoanalytic concepts. Films and live performances supplement the readings.

Literature and Arts A-40. Shakespeare, The Early Plays

Catalog Number: 0176

Marjorie Garber

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

The early comedies, tragedies, and histories, considered in the context of the origins of the
English stage and the conventions of Elizabethan drama. Particular attention paid to
Shakespeare’s development as a dramatist, and to poetic expression, thematic design, stagecraft,
and character portrayal in plays.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-41. Shakespeare, The Later Plays]

Catalog Number: 1624

Marjorie Garber

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be aranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

The late comedies, tragedies, and romances, with some attention to the prevailing literary
traditions of the Jacobean period. Particular attention paid to Shakespeare’s development as a
dramatist, and to poetic expression, thematic design, stagecraft, and character portrayal in the
plays.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-48. The Modern Jewish Experience in Literature

Catalog Number: 1250

Ruth R. Wisse

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Studies works in different languages and genres that variously interpret the experience of Jews in
this century. Explores such issues as what information literature can provide, the relation of
language and historical context to artistic strategy, and personal and national perspectives in
narrative. Authors include Sholem Aleichem, Franz Kafka, Isaac Babel, Isaac Bashevis Singer,
Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Primo Levi, Saul Bellow, and Cynthia Ozick.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-58. Ethnicity, Modernity, and Modernism in 20th-Century
Literature, Art, and Culture]

Catalog Number: 0287

Werner Sollors

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

Is the stress on ethnic diversity a form of resistance to, or a feature of modernity? How has
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aesthetic production been affected by the horrors of modernity, by violence and genocide? What
is the relationship of modernism to democracy, fascism, and communism? These questions,
complemented by ethnic theory, inform discussions of such texts as The Life Stories of
Undistinguished Americans and such authors as Mark Twain, Gertrude Stein, Jean Toomer,
Eugene O’Neill, Henry Roth, William Faulkner, Hisaye Yamamoto, LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka,
Maxine Hong Kingston, Richard Rodriguez, and Gerald Vizenor.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-60. Aspects and Forms of Narrative

Catalog Number: 1093

William Mills Todd 111

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

An introduction to the analysis of narrative and examination of narrative forms and explanations.
Topics include defining narrative, aspects of narrative, and types of narrative (e.g., literary,
historical, psychoanalytic, legal). Readings feature narratives and theoretical essays.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-64. American Literature and the American Environment

Catalog Number: 4783

Lawrence Buell

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
2

A study of selected traditions in American writing that have been formed by perceptions of the
American environment. Topics include the cult of wilderness; white images of the American
Indian and vice versa; the pastoral, agrarian, and natural history traditions in American prose;
and literary responses to urbanization and environmental endangerment. Readings range from
17th-century Puritan texts to contemporary works, with primary emphasis on narrative and
nonfictional prose, but some works of poetry are included as well.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-66. The Myth of America]

Catalog Number: 3545

Sacvan Bercovitch

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Inquires into the mythic, aesthetic, and historical meanings of “America,” as represented in
major literary works of the 19th and 20th centuries. Examines how these works embody,
envision, revise, and respond to such central concepts and tropes of national purpose and identity
as individualism, nature, progress, and the American dream; and how these concepts and tropes
are affected in turn by historical developments and cultural conflicts.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-68. Poets and Poetry in the Celtic Literary Tradition]
Catalog Number: 3957
Patrick K. Ford

26


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/1093
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/4783

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Examines the role of poets (i.e., “seers, prophets, satirists, singers of praise”) in the development
of the Celtic literary tradition from antiquity to recent times. The focus is on the social function
of literature, broadly defined, in the Celtic world, and the ways in which poets used their powers
of praise and satire in the maintenance of social and political power. Of especial importance is
the mythology of poetry, those narratives that tell how wisdom and poetry were first acquired
and those that promulgate the magical powers of praise and satire.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts A-70. The Book of Job and the Joban Tradition]

Catalog Number: 7991

Peter Machinist

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
An examination of the biblical book of Job along with related texts, ancient, medieval, and
modern, that allow us to establish the literary and philosophical traditions in which Job was
composed and the literary and philosophical legacy it has left. Particular focus on the ways the
texts play off one another in literary form and expression and in their treatment of such themes as
divine justice, human piety, and the nature of the divine-human encounter.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts A-72. The Enlightenment Invention of the Modern Self

Catalog Number: 7800

Leo Damrosch

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

A study of major 18th-century autobiographical, fictional, and poetic texts that explore the
paradoxes of the modern self at a time when traditional religious and philosophical explanations
were breaking down. Writers to be read include Mme. de Lafayette, Boswell, Voltaire, Gibbon,
Diderot, Rousseau, Laclos, Goethe, Wollstonecraft, and Blake.

Literature and Arts A-76. Five Japanese Portraits

Catalog Number: 8909

Jay Rubin

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Exploring a broad variety of modern novels and stories in addition to plays, poems and
chronicles from earlier ages, the course will present five archetypal “portraits” developed in the
medieval No theater — god, man, woman, lunatic, and demon — and trace their variations in
texts and films treating themes of celebration, war, memory, madness, and awe.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Cross-listed courses that satisfy the Literature and Arts A requirement

The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts A or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
Foreign Cultures 68. Authority and the Claims of the Individual in Chinese Literary
Culture
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Literature and Arts B

Literature and Arts B-10. Art and Visual Culture: Introduction to the Historical Study of
Art and Architecture

Catalog Number: 0149

Henri Zerner and Eugene Yuejin Wang

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
A general introduction to an informed and critical experience of art and architecture, using
specific cases to introduce concepts by which the visual arts can be analyzed and understood.
Examples are taken from all times and places; most of them are recognized important works.
While not attempting to cover the history of art chronologically, the course presents different
approaches to art, develops visual discrimination, and examines how visual culture affects us and
has functioned in different times and places.

Literature and Arts B-21. The Images of Alexander the Great

Catalog Number: 2267

David Gordon Mitten

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
5

The images of Alexander the Great are examined within various cultural contexts ranging from
4th-century B.C.E. Greece to 20th-century America. Various art forms (including sculpture,
coins, and paintings) illuminate Alexander’s personality and career and the development of his
legend. Course explores how images reveal the complex relationship between a strong individual
personality and artistic conventions. Special attention is paid to the importance of political
imagery and how the images of Alexander reflect changing ideas of rulership. Where, if
anywhere, is the “truth” in these images? Original objects in the Sackler collection and Boston
Museum of Fine Arts are emphasized.

[Literature and Arts B-27. Majesty and Mythology in African Art]

Catalog Number: 5822

Suzanne P. Blier

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

Examines the royal arts of Africa, at once providing an overview of key themes in royal African
art and discussing what these arts reveal about the nature of kingship generally. The diverse ways
that African rulers have employed art and architecture to define individual and state identity are
considered in the context of key traditions from West, Central, Eastern, and Southern Africa.
Among the topics to be discussed are palace architecture, royal regalia, status prerogatives,
women of the court, divine kingship, state cosmology, royal burial, enthronement ceremonies,
dynastic history, and the importance of art in diplomacy and war.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.

[Literature and Arts B-31. The Portrait]

Catalog Number: 4240

Henri Zerner

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
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13

The most famous of all works of art is a portrait. Sculptors and painters have made likenesses of
individuals since the ancient Kingdom of Egypt. The portrait gives visual form to changing
conceptions of individual existence, and its history can make us more conscious of how time
bound, how culturally determined is our own sense of self. The course examines how artistic
conventions are established to give visual and tangible form to intuitions, feelings, and thoughts.
Examples taken from a variety of periods with greater emphasis on the Western tradition from
the Renaissance to the present.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts B-35. The Age of Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent: Art, Architecture,
and Ceremonial at the Ottoman Court

Catalog Number: 1678

Gulru Necipoglu-Kafadar

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

“Golden Age” of Ottoman-Islamic visual culture in the 16th century, with focus on architecture,
miniature painting, and the decorative arts. The urban transformation of Byzantine
Constantinople into Ottoman Istanbul, the formation of an imperial architectural style, and
artistic contacts with contemporary European and Islamic courts are stressed. Art and
architecture of Safavid Iran and Mughal India are considered as a comparative backdrop. Themes
include the role of centralized court ateliers in propagating canons of taste, the emphasis on
decorative arts in a culture that rejected monumental sculpture and painting, and representations
of the East by European artists in the Orientalist mode.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts B-39. Michelangelo

Catalog Number: 0351

John Shearman

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
The thread is the career of the man by whom Western artistic genius is largely defined, but the
course deals with him in many roles, as sculptor, painter, architect, draftsman, poet, military
engineer, and politician, and many of his works lead discussion into broad contexts of culture
and history. The course is much concerned with the issue of artistic quality, and the role in it of
imagination, technical skill, complexity, sensitivity, and conviction; and the bases of knowledge
and understanding in the arts may be approached through exceptionally rich documentation,
much of it from Michelangelo’s own files.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts B-44. The Architecture of Capital and Court in Western Europe,
1600-1800]

Catalog Number: 3767

Alice G. Jarrard

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
Examines architectural works in dialogue with the social, cultural, political, and technological
forces that shape them. Rather than simply surveying the works of architects including Bernini,
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Borromini, Guarini, Juvarra, Piranesi, Le Vau, Mansart, Ledoux, Hawksmoor, and Wren, we will
approach their buildings and projects by studying selective historical moments in Italy, France,
England, and Spain. Themes considered: the creation of the capital city; dialectics between urban
and pastoral modes; innovation and the interpretation of the past; printmaking and architectural
publication; and the audiences and ritual uses of architecture.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts B-51. First Nights: Five Performance Premieres

Catalog Number: 0144

Thomas Forrest Kelly

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
A study of five famous pieces of music, both as timeless works of art and as moments of cultural
history. Close attention is given to techniques of musical listening, and to the details of the first
performance of each work, with a consideration of the problems involved in assembling such a
picture. Works studied are Beethoven, Symphony no. 9; Berlioz, Symphonie fantastique;
Stravinsky, Le sacre du printemps; Handel, Messiah; Monteverdi, Orfeo. The course concludes
with the first performance of a new work especially commissioned for this course.

[Literature and Arts B-54. Chamber Music from Mozart to Ravel]

Catalog Number: 1487

Robert D. Levin

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Examines selected masterworks of chamber music from the 1770s, when the distinctive timbres
of Baroque instruments shaped composers’ imaginations, to the beginning of the 20th century.
Follows parallel developments in the technology of instrument making and growing performer
virtuosity. Style and rhetoric are central concerns, and attention is given to the evolution in
interpretative style through listening to historic, as well as recent, recordings. Selections from the
assigned works are demonstrated in live performances.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts B-55. Opera: Perspectives on Music and Drama

Catalog Number: 4956

Lewis Lockwood

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
An introduction to opera as an art form, exploring some of the ways in which it conveys dramatic
action through musical form and expression. Examples drawn chiefly but not exclusively from
works by Mozart, Verdi, and Wagner.

Literature and Arts B-65. Music in Fin-de-siecle Vienna: The Origins of Modernism
Catalog Number: 7260

Reinhold Brinkmann

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

As a means to understand (through guided listening and its reflection) basic principles and major
artistic ideas of 20th-century music in general, this course will offer a demonstration and
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discussion of a “new music” that originated in Vienna after 1900: music-historical place,
aesthetics, genres, composers, and single works of the so-called Second Viennese School.
Representative compositions by Mahler, Zemlinsky, Schoenberg, Webern, and Berg, but also by
Johann Strauss, Jr., will be studied in some detail. Special attention: historical background,
sociocultural conditions, and interdisciplinary context (visual arts, literature, criticism,
philosophy, science).

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts B-78. Soundscapes: World Music at Home and Abroad

Catalog Number: 2093

Kay Kaufman Shelemay

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

Many musical traditions at the turn of the 21st century cross geographic boundaries. Nowhere
are world music traditions more prominently represented in public performance and maintained
in private practice than in North America, where centuries of immigration and an increasingly
multiethnic population have given rise to a complex musical environment. Through case studies
focusing primarily on musics from selected American ethnic traditions, “Soundscapes” explores
the different musical styles that coexist and interact in today’s society, examining their
relationship to their historical homelands and to their present-day settings.

Literature and Arts B-80. The Swing Era

Catalog Number: 1899

Robert D. Levin

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Examines American jazz from the early 1930s — by which time the migration of leading
musicians from New Orleans and Kansas City to Chicago, New York and other metropolitan
centers precipitated an evolution from the earlier Dixieland style — to the mid 1940s and the
emergence of bebop. The essence of this period was swing — an elusive synthesis of foot-
tapping rhythmic vitality with rhapsodic, soaring melodic invention. Investigates the relationship
between arrangements and improvisation by comparing selected alternate takes. Considers
sociological issues and the relationship of swing era jazz to classical music and popular song, to
place swing’s achievements into a broader historical and musical perspective.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts C

Literature and Arts C-14. The Concept of the Hero in Greek Civilization

Catalog Number: 3915

Gregory Nagy

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 14
Alternative perspectives on the individual and society. An intensive study of the ancient Greek
hero in literature, art, and religion. Selected readings, in translation, of Homer, Hesiod,
Herodotus, the poets of lyric and tragedy, and Plato.

Note: Exam date to be announced.

31


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/2093
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/1899
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/3915

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

Literature and Arts C-18. Hindu Myth, Image, and Pilgrimage

Catalog Number: 7384

Diana L. Eck

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
An exploration of Hindu myths, images, and pilgrimages in the context of classical and modern
Hindu culture. Studies the stories of the gods of India: Vishnu, Krishna, Shiva, and Devi; the
heroes and heroines of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata; the temples and visual images of the
gods and heroes in the classical and folk traditions; and the pilgrimages that link this
mythological and artistic complex to the mountains, rivers, and cities of India.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-20. The Hero of Irish Myth and Saga

Catalog Number: 7817

Tomés O Cathasaigh

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
A study of the ways in which the hero is represented in early Irish sources, especially in the saga
literature. The texts reflect the ideology and concerns of a society which had been converted to
Christianity, but continued to draw on its Indo-European and Celtic heritage. The biographies of
the Ulster hero, Ca Chulainn, of his divine father, Lug, and of certain king-heroes are studied in
depth. The wisdom literature, and archaeological and historical evidence will be taken into
account.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Literature and Arts C-22. European Culture in the Latin Middle Ages

Catalog Number: 2020

Jan Ziolkowski

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Studies the culture—Iliterary, artistic, musical—produced and disseminated in the Middle Ages
as the classical educational system fused with the scriptures and liturgy of Christianity. Examines
major texts in which this culture took shape and expressed itself (Augustine’s Confessions,
Benedict’s Rule, The Song of Roland, Chrétien de Troyes, Tristan, and Dante’s Inferno). Relates
texts to the manuscript codex, the main medium in which this fusion was conveyed throughout
Europe. Considerable attention to visual materials, especially manuscript illumination. All
lectures illustrated with slides.

[Literature and Arts C-25. The Medieval Stage]

Catalog Number: 5114

Eckehard Simon

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

A study of major plays from medieval Europe (mainly France and England) and how they were
staged in their original settings (churches, marketplaces, streets). Examines theater as worship
and revelry in monasteries and cathedrals, as an expression of emerging town culture, and as a
mass medium of religious instruction. Explores the architecture of theater spaces, different stage
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types, the “theater” of medieval art, and the role of music. Illustrated lectures. If there is interest
in sufficient number, students will do research on and stage a medieval play.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts C-28. Icon—Ritual—Text: Reading the Culture of Medieval Rus’|
Catalog Number: 2798

Michael S. Flier

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

An introduction to the culture of the medieval East Slavs, precursors of the Russians, Ukrainians,
and Belarusians. Exemplars of icon and fresco painting, architecture, ritual, music, folklore, and
literature are analyzed in historical and social context for clues to the evolution of an apocalyptic
worldview, extending from the Christianization of Rus’ in the 10th century to the advent of Peter
the Great at the end of the 17th century.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. All readings in English.

[Literature and Arts C-30. How and What Russia Learned to Read: The Rise of Russian
Literary Culture]

Catalog Number: 7952

William Mills Todd 111

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

An exploration in the Russian imperial period (18th-19th centuries) of the development of a
secular literary tradition. Focus on institutions of literature, issues of literature and ideology, and
the refraction of cultural problems in literary form. Reading of novels by Pushkin, Lermontov,
Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy in social and historical context.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. No knowledge of Russian required.

[Literature and Arts C-37. The Bible and Its Interpreters]

Catalog Number: 1255

James L. Kugel

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

Seeks to acquaint students with the principal parts of the Hebrew Bible and to provide some
exposure to the different ways in which the Bible has been read and interpreted in various
periods, from late antiquity to modern times. To achieve this the course concentrates on a group
of central biblical figures whose stories are examined in the context of ancient Israelite history
and society, and then compared with later, often fanciful, elaborations of these same biblical
tales by Jewish and Christian interpreters.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts C-40. The Chinese Literati]

Catalog Number: 5226

Peter K. Bol

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3
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Examines from literary, philosophical, and historical perspectives the creation in later imperial
China of an enduring national culture, which flourished despite dynastic change and foreign
conquest. Particular attention is given to the role of the literati and their work as poets, essayists,
novelists, painters, moral philosophers, and political thinkers. Themes include the relation of
culture to political authority, the search for grounds for individual autonomy, the literary and
artistic representation of the self, growing ambivalence toward political service, and the rise of
individualism. Introduces Chinese approaches to interpreting literary, artistic, and philosophical
works.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. For students under the Core requirement, counts as
either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-42. Constructing the Samurai

Catalog Number: 3743

Harold Bolitho

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Examines the rise and fall of Japan’s warrior class, and of the bushido ethos. Concentrates on
two interrelated themes: the historical reality, and the construction of a mythology - both positive
and negative - in Japanese popular culture and the Western imagination. Themes will include
warfare, training, religion, values, art, literature, and family life. Visual materials will be used
extensively.

[Literature and Arts C-43. The Medieval Court]

Catalog Number: 5794

Eckehard Simon

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
In the High Middle Ages (1100-1250), the European aristocracy created a court culture that
became a permanent part of the Western heritage. We study this civilization by reading its
greatest literature: the Roland epic, lyrics of the troubadours and minnesingers, the tales of Marie
de France, the Arthurian and grail-quest romances of Chrétien and Wolfram, Gottfried’s Tristan.
To probe the complex interrelationship between literature and life, we look, in slide lectures, at
the historical context: feudal society, castles and castle life, women and marriage, “courtly love,”
knights and chivalry, court art, major courts, notable lives.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts C-47. Language, Literature, and Power in the Early Modern Hispanic
World (1492-1700)]

Catalog Number: 2205

Mary Gaylord

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
A study of the complex relations between imaginative literature, historiography, and imperial
politics in the age of Spanish expansion. Examines writing as program and tool for conquest and
as script for the encounter with an American “Other.” Considers the new context as challenge to
heroic fictions of identity and as source of new voices. Explores issues of representation raised
by the task of writing about an unknown world, as well as “wars of words” over the legitimacy
of European domination. Authors include Columbus, Cortés, Las Casas, Bernal Diaz, Cabeza de
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Vaca, Inca Garcilaso, Cervantes, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Readings in translation.

[Literature and Arts C-49. Cultural China in Contemporary Perspectives]

Catalog Number: 0122

Leo Ou-Fan Lee

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

An exploration of new forms of cultural creativity in the rapidly changing contexts of Chinese-
speaking territories of mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the Chinese-American
communities during the second half of the 20th century. Primary sources are drawn largely from
the novels, poetry, and films produced recently. The course is not a narrative history of 20th-
century China, but a critical investigation of some crucial issues facing the Chinese as
represented by intellectuals, writers, and artists. An interdisciplinary approach by design, the
course includes elements of intellectual history, social change, and the popular media.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Readings in translation. For students under the Core
requirement, counts as either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

Literature and Arts C-51. Revolution and Reaction: The Rise and Fall of the Russian
Avant-Garde

Catalog Number: 6984

John E. Malmstad

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

An introduction to the radical transformations of Russian culture between 1890-1930, with
particular attention to the “isms,” avant-garde and otherwise, that shaped society and the arts
during a period of rapid modernization and experimentation: Symbolism, Futurism,
CuboFuturism, Suprematism, Constructivism. Focuses on developments in literature, art, music,
ballet, and film, their interaction and relation to the historical context.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01. All readings in English. For students under the Core
requirement, counts as either Literature and Arts C or Foreign Cultures, but not both.

[Literature and Arts C-55. Surrealism: Avant-Garde Art and Politics between the Wars]
Catalog Number: 7818

Susan R. Suleiman

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
5

An overview of Surrealism in the context of European culture and politics of this century. Focus
on major works of writers, artists, and filmmakers associated with the Surrealist movement,
chiefly in the period between the two world wars; some attention also paid to earlier works and
movements, and to the influence of and reactions to Surrealism after 1945. Discussion of works
by Breton, Aragon, Tzara, Lautréamont, Artaud, Eluard, Carrington, Bunuel and Dali, Dulac,
Magritte, Tanning, Ernst, Man Ray, Bellmer, and others.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.
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Literature and Arts C-61. The Rome of Augustus

Catalog Number: 1101

R. J. Tarrant

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Roman culture and society in a period of radical transformation, the lifetime of the first emperor,
Augustus (63 B.C.E.—14 C.E.). Focuses on the interplay between a new set of political realities
and developments in literature, the visual arts, and the organization of private and social life.
Readings (all in translation) from Catullus, Cicero, Virgil, Horace, Livy, Propertius, Ovid, and
Tacitus, with special attention to the two great masterworks of the period, Virgil’s Aeneid and
Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Most lectures illustrated with slides.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Literature and Arts C-65. Repression and Expression: Literature and Art in Fin-de-siécle
Germany and Austria]

Catalog Number: 4312

Peter J. Burgard

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

Examines German and Austrian literature and art of the period 1880-1920 in terms of gender,
sexuality, and language. Begins with readings of Nietzsche and Freud that establish the thematic
parameters of investigation and that enable an understanding of the extent to which this period in
cultural history is grounded in their ideas. Discussions of individual texts and paintings focus on
how problems of gender, sexuality, and language both intersect and reflect one another in the
literature and art of the age. Readings include Nietzsche, Freud, Ibsen, Schnitzler, Hofmannsthal,
Mann, Musil, Kafka. Artists include Klimt, Schiele, Kokoschka, Kirchner, Marc, Kandinsky.
Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02. No knowledge of German required.

[Literature and Arts C-67. The German Colonial Imagination]

Catalog Number: 9369

Judith Ryan

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Representations of German colonialism in fiction and film. Consideration of the following
topics: Bismarck’s colonial policies; late 19th-century critiques of colonialism; controversies
about the notion of the noble colonist; turn-of-the-century legal debates; National Socialism and
its attempts to revive the idea of German colonialism; recent critiques of German colonialism.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Literature and Arts C requirement
The following course fully listed in the Historical Study B area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Literature and Arts C or in Historical Study B, but not

both.
[Historical Study B-19. The Renaissance in Florence]

Moral Reasoning
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AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of courses in Moral Reasoning is to discuss significant and recurrent questions
of choice and value that arise in human experience. They seek to acquaint students with the
important traditions of thought that have informed such choices in the past and to enlarge the
student’s awareness of how people have understood the nature of the virtuous life. The courses
are intended to show that it is possible to reflect reasonably about such matters as justice,
obligation, citizenship, loyalty, courage, and personal responsibility.

Moral Reasoning

[Moral Reasoning 17. Equality and Difference]

Catalog Number: 6085

Harvey C. Mansfield

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

In what ways are we equal, in what ways unequal or different? Which are more essential? How
much should moral reasoning be guided by our equality, how much by inequality? Can
democracy do justice to both? These questions are considered and answered by reading Plato’s
Republic, Hobbes’ Leviathan, and Tocqueville’s Democracy in America: three beautiful books
presenting the best argument for aristocracy, the most realistic basis for equality, and the best
analysis of democracy.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Moral Reasoning 22. Justice

Catalog Number: 3753

Michael J. Sandel

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13
A critical analysis of selected classical and contemporary theories of justice, with discussion of
present-day practical applications. Topics include affirmative action, income distribution,
surrogate motherhood, free speech vs. hate speech, debates about rights (human rights and
property rights), arguments for and against equality, debates about political obligation and the
claims of community. Readings include Aristotle, Locke, Kant, Mill, and Rawls.

[Moral Reasoning 28. Ethics and International Relations ]

Catalog Number: 0642

Stanley Hoffmann and J. Bryan Hehir (Divinity School)

Half course (fall term). M., W., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 7,
8

Is ethical action in international affairs possible—or does the absence of global moral consensus
and a central world government doom states and citizens to the amoral pursuit of clashing
national interests? The course considers contrasting arguments by philosophers and social
thinkers (e.g., Thucydides, Machiavelli, Kant, and Weber) as well as specific issues in
contemporary international politics: intervention and the use of force, the morality of nuclear
deterrence, human rights, distributive justice, and the moral responsibilities of leaders and
citizens.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.
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Moral Reasoning 33. Issues in Ethics

Catalog Number: 2255

Thomas M. Scanlon, Jr.

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 11
Is pleasure the only ultimate good? Are individuals’ preferences the only basis for assessing the
quality of their lives? What makes acts wrong? Is moral blame applicable only to agents who
have free will? Should we accept moral relativism? Readings mainly from contemporary
philosophers.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Moral Reasoning 40. Confucian Humanism: Self-Cultivation and Moral Community]
Catalog Number: 0466

Wei-Ming Tu

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
14

Explores a style of moral reasoning informed by Confucian humanism which takes self-
cultivation as the basis for the development of a moral community. Focuses on the perception of
the self as a center of relationships and the conviction that society ought to be a community of
trust. Although our main concern is to understand Confucian ethics as a form of “virtue-
centered” morality, attention is also given to a critical analysis of the limits of Confucian ethics
in light of contemporary discussions of such issues as human rights and political authority.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Moral Reasoning 50. The Public and the Private in Politics, Morality, and Law]

Catalog Number: 1262

Seyla Benhabib and Glyn Morgan

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13

The line between what is considered “private” and what belongs to the “public” varies culturally,
historically, and socially. The aim is to introduce students to central issues in Western moral,
legal, and political thought by examining the ways in which this distinction has been drawn and
justified in the work of major thinkers. The course also deals with feminist criticisms of the
public/private split, as well as examining recent developments concerning privacy rights in
American legal theory. Readings from Aristotle, Antigone, Lysistrata, Locke, Rousseau, Virginia
Woolf, Michel Foucault, Carole Pateman, and Susan OKin.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.

[Moral Reasoning 52. Property Rights: Morals and Law]

Catalog Number: 0894

Frank I. Michelman (Law School)

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
Morally speaking, what is “having a right” to something? What views of the human condition
inspire moral notions of property rights? What becomes of them in legal reasoning? (Legal
thought reflects special concerns about the rule of law and the uses of state power, which may
help shape legal understandings of property rights.) Examines legal controversies—concerning
landlord-tenant disputes, environmental regulation, disputes between spouses and domestic
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partners, Indian land claims, and rights of the homeless to shelter—in light of readings from
Aristotle, Locke, Hume, Kant, Bentham, Hegel, Marx, American progressives, and contemporary
commentators.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Moral Reasoning 54. “If There is No God, All is Permitted”: Theism and Moral Reasoning
Catalog Number: 1321

Jay M. Harris

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

For centuries various Jewish and Christian thinkers have asserted that moral judgement is
impossible without some concept of the deity. So convincing were they that one important
Russian author of the 19th century was led to exclaim, “if there is no God, all is permitted.” In
more recent times some thinkers have challenged this assumption, and insisted that removing (or
reducing) the role of God is indispensable to proper moral discourse. This course will examine
the ways in which a concept of God has informed Western moral discourse, trying to help
students engage the literature as they confront the basic question, why might one think “if there
is no God, all is permitted”? and why one might think if there is a God, human moral
achievement is impossible.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Moral Reasoning 56. Self, Freedom, and Existence

Catalog Number: 6507

Richard Moran

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 2, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
7

How is human freedom possible? Does acting freely mean acting in accordance with reasons or
acting arbitrarily, or neither? Are values chosen, discovered, or invented? How is self-knowledge
possible and how is it different from the knowledge of others? Specific issues to be discussed
include: self-deception and bad faith; the nature of freedom and autonomy; subjectivity and our
relation to others; rationality and irrationality. Readings, which will provide an introduction to a
few of the major texts of Existentialism, will be drawn from Kant, Sartre, Dostoevsky, and
various contemporary writers.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Moral Reasoning 58. Slavery in Western Political Thought

Catalog Number: 8892

Richard Tuck

Half course (fall term). M., W, (F.), at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
4

The ownership of one man by another is an obvious and profound affront to many of our
fundamental ideas about morality, and yet for much of human history it was defended—and
often by the greatest moral and political philosophers. How was this possible? The course will
trace the theme of slavery through the arguments of political theorists from the ancient world to
the present and will study the way in which the rejection of slavery became intellectually
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possible. These theoretical arguments will be considered in the context of the changing history of
slavery as an institution.

Moral Reasoning 60. Reason and Morality

Catalog Number: 9557

Melissa Barry

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15

Can our moral views be defended by rational argument? Or must we resort to mere assertion and
counterassertion when trying to defend moral positions? Are there moral facts? If we can reason
about morality, what might such reasoning look like? We shall consider both (1) a powerful
challenge to the very idea of reasoning about morality, and (2) influential accounts of the nature
of moral reasoning, focusing on crucial differences among these accounts. Readings include
works by Hobbes, Kant, Mill, Nietzsche, and some contemporary authors.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Moral Reasoning 62. Reasoning In and About the Law

Catalog Number: 0286

Michael Blake

Half course (spring term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3

How is law related to morality? How is it distinct? Do we have an obligation to obey the law?
What, if anything, justifies the imposition of legal punishment? These issues, and related issues
dealing with the analysis and justification of legal practices, will be examined using the writings
of philosophers, judges, and legal theorists.

Moral Reasoning 64. The Ethics of Everyday Life: Work and Family

Catalog Number: 7803

J. Russell Muirhead

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
13

What moral considerations orient and constrain us in two central arenas of everyday life, work
and family? How do these in turn relate to politics? Topics include the work ethic, rival
conceptions of the family, marriage and its public recognition, the public-private distinction, the
division of labor and gender, independence, and obligation. Readings drawn from classic and
contemporary thinkers in moral and political thought, including Aristotle, Augustine, Milton,
Locke, Marx, and Weber.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Moral Reasoning requirement

A listing of departmental courses that can be taken to meet the Moral Reasoning requirement is
included in the Core Curriculum section of the Handbook for Students (Web site:
http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/handbooks/student). These courses are not necessarily
designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or more than could be
expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.
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Quantitative Reasoning
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The aim of courses in this area is to introduce students to mathematical and quantitative modes
of thought. Some courses emphasize theoretical aspects of mathematics or statistical reasoning: a
course on hnumber theory or deductive logic, for example, would fall under this heading. Other
courses in this area explore the application of quantitative methods to questions in the natural
sciences, social sciences, or humanities: courses on making decisions under uncertainty, or on
analyzing demographic trends are examples of such applications.

Quantitative Reasoning

Quantitative Reasoning 20. Algorithms and Data Structures

Catalog Number: 5430 Enrollment: Limited to 60

William H. Bossert

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
2

An algorithm is an unambiguously stated procedure for accomplishing a specific task on the
basis of the given information in a given environment. The term is often associated with
computer programs. The course will examine a number of algorithms with regard to their design
and analysis of their relative efficiency. A central theme is the close interaction between the form
of an algorithm and the representation and format of information which it works. Students will
learn to design and implement programs of modest complexity in a modern programming
language.

Note: Previous programming experience is not required.

Quantitative Reasoning 22. Deductive Logic

Catalog Number: 2508

Warren Goldfarb

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

The concepts and principles of symbolic logic: valid and invalid arguments, logical relations of
statements and their basis in structural features of those statements, the analysis of complex
statements of ordinary discourse to uncover their structure, the use of a symbolic language to
display logical structure and to facilitate methods for assessing arguments. Analysis of reasoning
with truth-functions (“and”, “or”, “not”, “if...then”) and with quantifiers (“all”, “some”).
Attention to formal languages and axiomatics, and systems for logical deduction. Throughout,
both the theory underlying the norms of valid reasoning and applications to particular problems
will be investigated.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Quantitative Reasoning 24. Health Economics

Catalog Number: 4667

David M. Cutler

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12, 13
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Analysis of the medical care system is integral to a number of disciplines, including economics,
philosophy, sociology, demography, and statistics, as well as four professional schools
(medicine, public health, law, and public policy). This course uses quantitative methods to
examine the organization and operation of the medical system. The course will cover the medical
and non-medical determinants of health; markets for medical care services and health insurance;
and proposed reforms of medical care. Methods of analysis will include graphical analysis,
algebra, survey design, and use of secondary data. Techniques will be developed in class and
section. Use of a computer spreadsheet is required and will be demonstrated in class and section.

Quantitative Reasoning 26. Choice and Chance: The Mathematics of Decision Making
Catalog Number: 4123

Daniel L. Goroff and Howard Raiffa (Business School)

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 10-11:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12,13

This course develops mathematical ideas that can help individuals make rational choices. We
study both decisions whose results are predictable as well as those made under uncertainty,
including cases designed for professional school classes. Topics range from methods of
optimization to probability theory, and from systems that evolve over time to empirical surprises
concerning how people estimate, bet and choose in practice.

Note: High school algebra and willingness to think hard are prerequisites.

Quantitative Reasoning 28. The Magic of Numbers

Catalog Number: 4764

Benedict H. Gross and Joseph D. Harris

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 3
This course will explore the beauty and mystery of mathematics through a study of the patterns
and properties of the natural numbers 1, 2, 3, .... We will discuss various special classes of
numbers, like Fibonacci numbers, Catalan numbers, factorials and binomials and the many ways
they arise in mathematics and in nature. We’ll also investigate the mysterious behavior of prime
numbers and their distribution, and alternative counting systems such as modular arithmetic.
Note: We will assume no mathematical background beyond high-school algebra. Emphasis will
be placed on discovery through conjecture and experimentation.

[Quantitative Reasoning 30. Quantitative Methods in Political Science]

Catalog Number: 5687

Gary King

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

This course is about inference in political science: using facts we know to learn about facts we do
not know. Its focus is inference from quantitative data (although the same insights apply to good
nonquantitative research). Students learn the major quantitative techniques used in political
science and related social sciences. The course explores data analysis, as well as descriptive and
causal statistical inference of many types. The course emphasizes probability theory, regression
analysis and other statistical techniques, and uses techniques of stochastic simulation to get
answers easily and to interpret statistical results in a manner very close to the political substance
of the problem at hand.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.
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Quantitative Reasoning 32. Uncertainty and Statistical Reasoning

Catalog Number: 2228

Carl N. Morris

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 8:30-10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
10,11

Individuals continually must make decisions under uncertainty in their personal and in their
professional lives. This course develops probability as the appropriate language for describing
uncertainty and it shows how statistical data and planned studies can be crucial when evaluating
probabilities and associated risks. It will help students understand and discover how people think
about uncertainty and risk. The course will improve each student’s ability to handle uncertainty,
and so to make better decisions. It introduces concepts and the language of probability and
statistics. Students will review and assess probabilities and statistics developed for and reported
in the media, science, industry, law, medicine, and government.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

[Quantitative Reasoning 34. Counting People]

Catalog Number: 4329

Peter T. Ellison

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
2

The size, composition, distribution, and dynamics of human populations arise as important
variables in many domains of inquiry spanning traditional academic boundaries, including
sociology, history, economics, government, public health, and environmental science. This
course seeks to introduce students to the field of human demography as both an area of study and
a mode of inquiry. Emphasis is placed on understanding the methods by which inferences
concerning the nature, distribution, and dynamics of human populations are drawn from census
and vital registration data. Students gain experience in the analysis of real demographic data and
the application of demographic analyses to a variety of problems drawn from both the social and
natural sciences.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Department courses that satisfy the Quantitative Reasoning requirement

A listing of departmental courses that can be taken to meet the Quantitative Reasoning
requirement is included in the Core Curriculum section of the Handbook for Students (Web site:
http://lwww.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/handbooks/student). These courses are not necessarily
designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or more than could be
expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Science
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF EAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of the courses in Science is to explore the phenomena, ways of observing and
understanding them, theories that synthesize them, and the undergirding methodology that, taken
together, result in the scientific perception of our world. This world encompasses the very
small—elementary particles, nuclei, atoms, molecules, genes, and cells; the very large—the
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Earth, the solar system, and the universe; and living things including human beings in the past
and present. Each course addresses one or several of these topics in some depth. Students
participate by solving problems, and by observing or by experimenting in the laboratory. This
exposure helps to develop scientific literacy and numeracy, thereby leading to a better
understanding of today’s technologically and scientifically oriented society.

Science A

Courses in this section, largely concerned with the physical sciences, deal with the analysis of
natural phenomena through quantitative descriptions and synthesis of their simple elements.

Science B

Courses in this section, emphasizing biological, evolutionary, and environmental science, present
semiquantitative and frequently descriptive accounts of complex systems that cannot yet be fully
analyzed on the basis of their simple elements.

Science A

Science A-15. Dynamics and Energy

Catalog Number: 5241

Henry Ehrenreich

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 15, 16

Develops Newton’s dynamics and the energy concept as it was generalized through the period of
the scientific and industrial revolutions. These generalizations lead to atomic and kinetic
descriptions of heat and entropy, and the laws of thermodynamics. Contemporary energy issues
(in particular, conventional and alternative sources) are described and examined from the
standpoint of historical and current usage, efficiency, and environmental impact.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Prerequisite: Secondary school physics recommended but not required.

[Science A-16. Relativity and Quantum Physics]

Catalog Number: 5367

Henry Ehrenreich

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1:30-3, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

Develops two important contributions to early 20th-century physics to illustrate modes of
thinking about and approaches to quantitative physical descriptions in regimes for which
commonsense perceptions are not helpful. These pertain to space and time in relativity and
objects of atomic dimensions in quantum physics. Background information concerning waves
and electricity is developed as needed.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Science A-17. The Astronomical Perspective
Catalog Number: 5421
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Owen Gingerich and David W. Latham

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
Scientific discovery and our understanding of the cosmos. Gravity as the ruling force in the
universe, from planetary theories of the ancient Greeks to pulsars, black holes, quasars, and
modern cosmology. Did the Big Bang really happen? Will the universe ultimately collapse?
These topics frame a historically oriented inquiry into scientific creativity from the philosophical
perspective of the astronomer.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Science A-20. From Alchemy to Elementary Particle Physics

Catalog Number: 6071

Sheldon L. Glashow

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 5
Chronicles the search for the most basic constituents of all matter, and for the rules by which
they combine. Begins with the 19th-century vindication of early Greek notions of element and
atom, and proceeds through a study of the basic laws of physics and how they have evolved.
Recent exciting developments in elementary particle physics are seen as natural continuations of
past endeavors; how our present understanding of atomic and subatomic structure results from a
complex interplay between experimental and theoretical research. The study of several key
developments in historical perspective (e.g., the explanation of combustion, the observation of
radioactivity, the theory of relativity) leads to an appreciation of the current research frontier.
Prerequisite: Secondary school physics and chemistry, as well as some competence in
elementary algebra and geometry.

Science A-24. The Dynamic Earth

Catalog Number: 3744 Enrollment: Limited to 100

Richard J. O’Connell

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 10, a weekly section to be arranged, and one three-day
camping field trip during Reading Period. EXAM GROUP: 3

A discussion of physical processes that formed the Earth and govern its continuing evolution.
How internal workings shape the planet’s surface, producing volcanism, earthquakes, and the
uplift of mountains. The course describes the theory of plate tectonics; reviews the observations
and phenomena that led to the hypothesis; describes methods of deducing the present state,
composition, and structure of the Earth’s interior; discusses the age and the thermal state of the
Earth and the evidence for the flow and mobility of the interior. Students are encouraged to think
critically, and to appreciate the uncertainties in current models and hypotheses.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Science A-29. The Nature of Light and Matter

Catalog Number: 1706

Roy J. Glauber

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Explores the ultimate nature of light and its interaction with matter. An excursion through the
physical world that strives to develop an understanding of the modern concept of wave-particle
duality. The background of that theory includes a succession of analogies, such as that of light
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with sound, and of the ways in which atomic particles and light behave. The course thus
emphasizes, for example, the common features of musical instruments, broadcast transmitters,
and radiating atoms. Lecture demonstrations, which are central in importance, are drawn from
many areas of optics, acoustics, electromagnetism, and atomic physics. The behavior of waves of
various sorts is used to elucidate the limitations on knowledge imposed by the uncertainty
principle.

Note: May not be taken for credit by students who have completed Science A-26.

Science A-30. The Atmosphere

Catalog Number: 0477 Enrollment: Limited to 60

Steven C. Wofsy

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

The physical and chemical processes that regulate climate and the composition of the atmosphere
are introduced, including mechanics, thermodynamics, radiation, and chemical Kinetics.
Atmospheric temperature and precipitation; weather and climate; human activity as a factor for
change; influence of carbon dioxide from fossil fuel on climate; modification of stratospheric
ozone by industrial chemicals; air pollution; acid rain.

Science A-35. Matter in the Universe

Catalog Number: 5923 Enrollment: Limited to 325

Robert P. Kirshner

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 12-1:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 14, 15

The nature and history of matter revealed by astronomical observation and experimental physics.
Explores the Big Bang and models of the universe, stellar evolution and supernova explosions,
evidence for invisible matter and the development of structure in the universe. Demonstrates the
physical principles used to interpret astronomical data and to construct a model for the evolution
of the universe on the microscopic and cosmic scales. Examines the way microscopic properties
of matter determine properties of people, stars, galaxies, and the universe as a whole.

Science A-36. Observing the Sun and the Stars

Catalog Number: 4775

Jonathan E. Grindlay and Robert W. Noyes

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and two laboratory sessions (daytime and evening) to
be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

The nature of the Sun and the stars, with emphasis on direct observations, to learn how we can
understand the Galaxy and the Universe from stars, the basic building blocks. Students conduct
visual observations to measure apparent motions of the Sun and stars, laboratory experiments
with light and spectra, and make extensive telescopic observations of the Sun and stars using
modern instrumentation to explore the energy output of the stars, their relative distances, their
temperatures and chemical composition, and something of their life histories. Lectures and
readings discuss the physical nature and evolution of stars as well as how stars are organized in
our local stellar neighborhood, in our Milky Way Galaxy, and in the Universe.
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Science A-37. The Changing Surface of the Earth

Catalog Number: 5925

Paul F. Hoffman

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 1, a 90-minute weekly section or laboratory to be
arranged, and two full-day field trips. EXAM GROUP: 6

Examines three grand quests in the history of Earth science: the age of the Earth, the origin of
large features on the Earth’s surface, and the evolution of life, including humans. The concept of
geological time grew out of opposition to biblical literalism in the 18th century, survived an
attack from thermodynamics in the 19th century, and was resolved following the discovery of
radioactivity and the development of advanced mass spectrometry in the 20th century. The
changing surface of the Earth could not be understood until late 20th-century methods revealed
the dynamic nature of the Earth’s interior. The evolution of life has been an intellectual battle-
ground between evidence from fossils and living organisms. Throughout, the course will show
how science feeds on the interplay between theory and observation.

[Science A-39. Time]

Catalog Number: 0077

Gary J. Feldman

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

Studies the evolution, over the past three centuries, of our concept of time and of related
questions, such as the predictability of the future. Newtonian mechanics envisions a universal
time, symmetric between past and future. The distinction between past and future emerges in the
19th century from considerations of statistical processes. In the 20th century, the theory of
relativity forces fundamental changes in the concept of time. Time ceases to be universal and
becomes entangled with space and gravity. Quantum mechanics limits the predictability of the
future and introduces recently verified effects so weird that Einstein wrote of them, “No
reasonable definition of reality could be expected to permit this.”

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Science A-41. The Einstein Revolution

Catalog Number: 3581

Peter L. Galison

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 9-10:30, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 11,12

Albert Einstein has become the icon of modern science. Following his scientific, cultural,
philosophical, and political trajectory, this course aims to track the changing role of physics in
this century. Addresses Einstein and his engagement with relativity, quantum mechanics,
Nazism, nuclear weapons, philosophy, and technology, and raises basic questions about what it
means to understand physics and its history.

Science A-43. Environmental Risks and Disasters

Catalog Number: 6001

Goran Ekstrom

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 3
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An introduction to risks and hazard in the environment. Different types of hazards are analyzed
and compared: natural disasters, such as tornados, earthquakes and meteorite impacts; acute and
chronic health effects caused by exposure to radiation and toxic substances such as radon,
asbestos and dioxin; long-term societal effects due to environmental change, such as sea level
rise and global warming. Emphasizes the basic physical principles controlling the hazardous
phenomena and develops simple quantitative methods for making scientifically reasoned
assessments of the threats (to health and wealth) posed by various events, processes and
exposures. Discusses methods of risk mitigation and sociological, psychological and economic
aspects of risk control and management.

Science A-45. Reality Physics

Catalog Number: 4562

Gerald Gabrielse

Half course (spring term). M., W., 1-2:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6,7

What flows from electrical wall sockets, cell phones and power lines? What are the risks? How
do magnetic resonance imaging, X-rays and CT scans take pictures within our bodies, and with
what danger? What are the lasers that inhabit grocery store checkout counters and CD players?
What are atomic clocks? How have they and GPS satellites revolutionized navigation for
backpackers and ships? How does Einstein’s famous formula describe the energy release from
nuclei? What are nuclear reactors and nuclear waste? This quantitative study of the physics of
daily life is intended to enable more informed choices in our society.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Science A requirement

A listing of departmental courses that can be taken to meet the Science A requirement is included
in the Core Curriculum section of the Handbook for Students (Web site:
http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/handbooks/student). These courses are not necessarily
designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or assume more than could
be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Science B

Science B-16. History of Life

Catalog Number: 6718 Enrollment: Limited to 200

Stephen J. Gould

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Major aspects of the geological and paleontological history of Earth. Part 1 (historical science)
uses the development of theories about Earth history to examine styles of doing science when
faced with complex histories or unrepeated events. Part 2 (evolutionary theory) covers basic
principles of Darwinism and alternatives, and examines philosophical implications of an
evolutionary world view. Part 3 (biological history) examines Darwinian theory as a model for
explaining the history of life. Topics: origin of life, rapid extinctions and periods of origination,
vertebrate origins, human evolution.
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Note: Sections cover basic skills (e.g., identification of fossils), but serve primarily for small-
group discussion.

Science B-23. The Human Organism

Catalog Number: 6581

Joseph D. Brain (Public Health), Stephanie A. Shore (Public Health), and Richard L. Verrier
(Medical School)

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 12, plus two two-hour laboratories and periodic section
meetings to explore special topics in depth. EXAM GROUP: 5

The physiology and pathophysiology of the human body will be presented with special emphasis
on cardiovascular, respiratory, and reproductive biology. Topics include not only the normal
functioning of these systems but also their responses to infection, injury, and the environment.
Through lectures and laboratories, students will explore how their own body functions. The
relative power of diagnosis and treatment of disease (medicine) versus primary prevention of
disease (public health) in promoting health will be emphasized.

Science B-27. Human Evolution

Catalog Number: 0470

David Pilbeam

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 9, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 2

A survey of human evolution as a particular example of general issues in evolutionary biology.
Some principles of evolutionary theory, primate behavioral ecology, and functional morphology
are used to interpret the fossil record of hominoids (apes and humans) and particularly the
hominoids (humans and their direct ancestors and collaterals), from hominoid origins to the
appearance of modern humans through to the origins of agriculture. Emphasis is on the dynamic
(behavioral and ecological) interpretation of the human fossil and archeological record.

Science B-29. Human Behavioral Biology

Catalog Number: 0152 Enrollment: Limited to 400

Irven DeVore, Marc D. Hauser, and Richard W. Wrangham

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 1, and a 90-minute weekly section/laboratory to be
arranged. Additional meeting times for two required film showings to be announced. EXAM
GROUP: 6

Human biology and behavior are considered in a broad evolutionary context, showing how the
facts of development, physiology, neurobiology, reproduction, cognition, and especially behavior
are informed by evolutionary theory and comparative evidence. Field and experimental data on
other species are introduced with the aim of illuminating human behavior. Behavior is traced
from its evolutionary function as adaptation, through its physiological basis and associated
psychological mechanisms, to its expression. The role of ecology and social life in shaping
human behavior is examined through the use of ethnographies and cross-cultural materials on a
variety of human cultures. Topics include basic genetics, neural and neuroendocrine systems,
behavioral development, sex differences, kinship and mating systems, ecology, language, and
cognition.
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Science B-34. The Earth’s Environment and Resources

Catalog Number: 5898

Heinrich D. Holland

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged; also two half-day
field trips plus one full-day field trip across Massachusetts. EXAM GROUP: 3

Explores three major themes: (1) the Earth is a very complex system whose operation involves
the interplay of physics, chemistry, and biology; (2) natural resources, both renewable and
nonrenewable, are formed during the operation of this system; the distribution and abundance of
these resources sets important limits on the future of mankind; (3) the use of natural resources
modifies the environment on local, regional, and global scales; some of these modifications have
major implications for humanity during the next century. Environmental problems and
environmental restoration are emphasized.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Prerequisite: Secondary school physics and chemistry highly recommended but not required.

Science B-40. The Biology of Trees and Forests

Catalog Number: 2635

Donald H. Pfister

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a weekly section/laboratory to be arranged.
EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Trees are prominent and important organisms in the ecosystem. By photosynthesis, trees convert
carbon dioxide into organic molecules that are used as energy reserves and as structural
components of these plants. Oxygen is also released. Trees, carbon cycling, and the greenhouse
effect are intimately intertwined. This course uses trees as examples to explore several facets of
plant biology as they relate to identification, growth, reproduction, physiology of transport,
ecology, management, and use of plant products.

Science B-44. Vision and Brain

Catalog Number: 4722

Ken Nakayama

Half course (spring term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 4

Recounts how vision has been studied since antiquity; then surveys scientific studies by
contemporary researchers. Focuses on how the facts of visual experience and performance can be
understood in terms of the images sampled from the environment, the properties of the eye and
brain, and more functional descriptions of perceptual and cognitive systems.

Science B-46. Molecular Biology and the Structure of Life

Catalog Number: 3395

George M. Whitesides and Walter Gilbert

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 9, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 2

Describes the applications of molecular biology to medicine, evolution, forensics, and
biotechnology. Modern biology is based on a view of life in which a small set of key
molecules—DNA, RNA, and proteins—play central roles. This view makes it possible to discuss

50


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5898
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/2635
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/4722
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/3395

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

a remarkable range of characteristics of living organisms using a common set of principles. Also
considers the implications of molecular genetics and the human genome project.

Science B-48. From DNA to Brain

Catalog Number: 3320

Howard C. Berg and John E. Dowling

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 11:30-1, and a weekly discussion/demonstration section to be
arranged. EXAM GROUP: 13, 14

Explores the way in which information is stored and processed by biological systems, first by
molecules—DNA, RNA, protein, and phospholipid—then by cells and cell assemblies,
particularly the nervous system. Learning how DNA gives rise to brain and how the brain works
are among the greatest challenges in modern biology. Our hope is to give students a taste of this
remarkable enterprise.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Prerequisite: Secondary school chemistry.

[Science B-53. Biology of Marine Organisms]

Catalog Number: 7050 Enrollment: Limited to 65

Robert M. Woollacott

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 1-2:30, and a two-hour weekly section to be arranged. Two
half-day and one full-day field trips will substitute for three weeks of section. EXAM GROUP:
15, 16

Explores the life histories and adaptations of marine life and the ecosystems of the sea. Centers
on the complex interrelationships of organisms, the diversity of various habitats, reproductive
strategies, and speciation as well as the interplay of currents, light, temperature, and nutrient
supply on the distribution of life in the sea.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Prerequisite: Secondary school biology.

Science B-55. Evolutionary Biology

Catalog Number: 1199

Stephen R. Palumbi

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 12, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 5

Explores the process of biological evolution, the way the biosphere has changed over time, and
how human actions affect the evolutionary process, thereby changing our contemporary
biological environment. Examines the mechanics and pace of evolution, from the molecular to
the species level, with an emphasis on the ecological context of natural selection. The evolution
of antibiotic resistance, HIV, and bioengineered organisms are used to illustrate how evolution
plays a critical role in modern society.

Departmental courses that satisfy the Science B requirement
A listing of departmental courses that can be taken to meet the Science B requirement is included

in the Core Curriculum section of the Handbook for Students (Web site:
http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/handbooks/student). These courses are not necessarily
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designed for a general audience; they may assume prior experience or assume more than could
be expected of students seeing the subject for the first time.

Social Analysis
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

The common aim of courses in Social Analysis is to acquaint students with some of the central
concepts and methods of the social sciences and to show how these approaches can enhance our
understanding of contemporary human behavior. Social Analysis courses are not intended to
provide a survey of a particular discipline, but rather to show how, by the use of formal theories
that are systematically related to empirical data, one can better understand the application of
analytical methods to important problems involving the behavior of people and institutions.

Social Analysis

Social Analysis 10. Principles of Economics

Catalog Number: 3660

Martin Feldstein, Judith Li and members of the Economics Department

Full course (indivisible). M., W., F., at 12. Sections also meet at 9, 10, 11, 12, 1, or 2. EXAM
GROUP: Fall: 5

Introduction to economic issues and basic economic principles and methods. Fall term focuses
on microeconomics, including historic beginnings of economic thought, supply and demand,
labor and financial markets, taxation, and social economic issues of health care, poverty, the
environment, and income distribution. Spring term focuses on macroeconomics and the impact
of both monetary and fiscal policy on inflation, unemployment, interest rates, investment, the
exchange rate, and international trade. Studies role of government in the economy, including
Social Security, the tax system, and economic change in Eastern Europe, Latin America, and
Asia. Covers international trade and financial markets.

Note: Must be taken as a full course, although in special situations students are permitted to take
the second term in a later year. Taught in a mixture of lectures and sections. No calculus is used,
and there is no mathematics background requirement. Designed for both potential economics
concentrators and those who plan no further work in the field. The Department of Economics
strongly encourages students considering concentration to take this course in their freshman year.
Exam dates to be announced.

[Social Analysis 16. War]

Catalog Number: 4028

Stanley Hoffmann

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., 2-3:30, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 16, 17

War as the central phenomenon of international politics, as a domestic social institution, and as
an issue made crucial by thermonuclear weapons. War in history: causes of war in theory and
reality, functions and types of war, effects on society and the individual. War in the nuclear age:
political features and strategic problems of the present international system; restraints: efforts to
control force through law, international organization, disarmament, and arms control.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.
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[Social Analysis 28. Culture, Iliness, and Healing: A Cross-Cultural Comparison of
Medicine in Society]

Catalog Number: 4247

Arthur Kleinman and Byron J. Good (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 12
An inquiry into the role of health and medicine in society that demonstrates how anthropological
analysis can be applied to the study of illness and care. Compares Western and non-Western
medical systems to understand what is shared and what is culturally distinctive in the experience
and treatment of sickness. Analyzes how practitioners (biomedical and folk) and patients
construe sickness and suffering as distinctive social realities, and how those realities are
organized in local cultural systems. Assesses varieties of suffering as social phenomena in order
to appreciate the social sources of international social problems, the cross-cultural variety of
iliness experiences, the reform of services, and the global moral and political-economic crisis in
health care.

Note: Expected to be given in 2001-02.

Social Analysis 34. Knowledge of Language

Catalog Number: 2069

Jay H. Jasanoff and Bert Vaux

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 6
What does our ability to acquire and use a language tell us about our essential human nature?
This course examines the view of modern linguistics that knowledge of language is best
characterized as an unconsciously internalized set of abstract rules and principles. Evidence is
drawn from a variety of languages, language universals, child language acquisition, and language
change.

[Social Analysis 36. Religion and Modernization: Cultural Revolutions and Secularism]
Catalog Number: 2027

Nur Yalman

Half course (fall term). M., W., F., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
Theoretical studies on major social and ideological changes concerning religion in modern
society with special reference to France, Russia, repercussions in Asia (Hinduism, Buddhism)
and the Middle East (Islam). Changes in intellectual attitudes in France and the French
Revolution. The Enlightenment, the Russian and Turkish Revolutions, and religious revivalism
in Iran are considered. Comparative studies from India and Sri Lanka. Marxist and structuralist
theories concerning religion are examined in historical contexts. Students can specialize in
regions and topics.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Social Analysis 38. Social Stratification

Catalog Number: 2505

Aage B. Sgrensen

Half course (fall term). M., W, (F.), at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
3

Introduction to knowledge and ideas about the nature, causes, and consequences of social
stratification in modern society. Examines the basic dimensions of social and economic
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inequality in society, and presents the most important theoretical perspectives on the causes of
social stratification. Considers the openness of modern society in terms of the degree of
inequality of opportunity by family background, race, and gender.

Social Analysis 46. Thinking about Politics: A Rational Choice Approach

Catalog Number: 3544

Kenneth A. Shepsle

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
12

A commonsensical survey of rational theories of politics, comprised of four segments: (1)
individual choice, (2) group choice, (3) collective action, and (4) institutions. The underlying
theme is that politics may be described and understood in terms of rational, goal-seeking
behavior by citizens, politicians, bureaucrats, and interest groups in various institutional settings.
Students are encouraged to think deeply and with sophistication about current events, history,
and public life generally, as well as to analyze the politics of private life—in families, clubs,
firms, churches, universities, even Harvard Houses—since private politics, like public politics,
may be understood in terms of rational behavior.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Social Analysis 50. Urban Revolutions: Archaeology and the Investigation of Early States
Catalog Number: 4409

C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, and a 90-minute weekly section to be arranged. EXAM
GROUP: 12

Examines the development and structure of the earliest state-level societies in the ancient world.
Archaeological approaches are used to analyze the major factors behind the processes of
urbanization and state formation in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Central Asia, the Indus Valley, and
Mesoamerica. The environmental background as well as the social, political, and economic
characteristics of each civilization are compared to understand the varied forces that were
involved in the transitions from village to urbanized life. Discussion sections utilize
archaeological materials from the Peabody Museum and Semitic Museum collections to study
the archaeological methods used in the class.

Note: No previous knowledge of archaeology is necessary.

Social Analysis 52. Growth and Development in Historical Perspective

Catalog Number: 1879

Robert H. Bates

Half course (fall term). M., W., (F.), at 1, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
6

Societies now industrial and rich were once agricultural and poor. Growth and development
imply a transformation in the politics and economics of nations. How does this transformation
take place? What economic forces and political struggles propel it? Drawing on anthropology,
political science, and economics, the course explores the process of urbanization, state formation,
and war-making, as well as economic development.
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Social Analysis 54. American Society and Public Policy

Catalog Number: 6661

Theda Skocpol and Mary C. Waters

Half course (spring term). M., W., at 11, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP: 4
How do social problems get redefined over time; why do they appear differently to various
groups; and how are public policies about problematic social conditions debated, devised, and
changed? Looking over modern U.S. history, this course combines demographic data on societal
trends, ethnographic data on people’s everyday lives and outlooks, and evidence about changing
institutional structures. This combination of approaches often pursued separately in the social
sciences is used to explore recurrent yet shifting controversies about the well-being of families
and children, about immigration and citizenship, and about access to health care in the United
States.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Social Analysis 58. Representation, Equality, and Democracy

Catalog Number: 1341

Sidney Verba

Half course (spring term). Tu., Th., at 9, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
11

Democracy is a system of rule in which the citizenry is the ultimate sovereign. Government
policies ought to be responsive to the preferences of that citizenry, with each citizen weighed
equally. If this is to happen, there must be procedures whereby the preferences of citizens are
expressed, aggregated, and communicated to governing decision-makers, and there must be some
set of incentives that lead the decision-makers to be responsive to these preferences. This course
examines the ways in which the complex and “unreadable” preferences in the public are
communicated to governing officials. The course will connect theories of representation and
democracy to systematic studies of citizen behavior.

Cross-listed Core courses that satisfy the Social Analysis requirement

The following course fully listed in the Foreign Cultures area of the Core Curriculum may be
taken to meet the Core requirement in Social Analysis or in Foreign Cultures, but not both.
[Foreign Cultures 62. Chinese Family, Marriage, and Kinship: A Century of Change]

General Education Electives

AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Faculty of the Committee on Non-Departmental Instruction
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William Mills Todd I11, Curt Hugo Reisinger Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures and
Professor of Comparative Literature, and Dean for Undergraduate Education (Chair)

Peter K. Bol, Harvard College Professor and Professor of Chinese History (on leave spring term)
Daniel S. Fisher, Professor of Physics and Professor of Applied Physics

William E. Gienapp, Professor of History

Karl S. Guthke, Kuno Francke Professor of German Art and Culture (on leave fall term)
Christopher P. Jones, George Martin Lane Professor of the Classics and of History

Karel F. Liem, Henry Bryant Bigelow Professor of Ichthyology

Andrew Moravcsik, Professor of Government (on leave fall term)

Anthony G. Oettinger, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Mathematics and Professor of
Information Resources Policy

General Education Courses

General Education 105. The Literature of Social Reflection

Catalog Number: 0769

Robert Coles (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., at 10, with one ninety-minute section weekly. EXAM GROUP:
12

An examination of selected novels, essays, poems, and autobiographical statements which aim at
social scrutiny or at a moral critique of a particular society. Lectures emphasize the distinctive
approach of the literary mind to a variety of social problems: poverty, racial injustice, historical
change, the various tensions of rural and urban life. Authors studied include George Eliot,
Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, Georges Bernanos, William Carlos Williams, James Agee,
George Orwell, Ralph Ellison, Zora Neale Hurston, Tillie Olson, Flannery O’Connor, and
Walker Percy.

General Education 156. The Information Age, Its Main Currents and Their Intermingling:
Conference Course

Catalog Number: 3172 Enrollment: Limited to 25.

Anthony G. Oettinger

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 2:30-4. EXAM GROUP: 16, 17

Dynamics of the worldwide shift toward information-intensive economies. The hype and the ripe
in information infrastructures, networks, and multimedia. Transformations of information
businesses: telecommunications; computers; broadcast, cable, satellite, and cassette TV;
consumer electronics; books; newspapers; mail; toys. Antecedents in shifts from memorized to
written records in 12th-century England and to steam printing presses in the 19th century. Each
term paper traces the linkages between changing information suppliers and a student-picked
sphere of information use — e.g., literacy and numeracy, personal communication,
entertainment, political processes, international trade, capital and labor markets, military
intelligence and command practices, or organizational structure and behavior.

Note: Term paper in lieu of final examination; extensive research expected of graduate students;
counts as an elective for Applied Mathematics concentrators if the term paper includes
appropriate mathematical content. Offered jointly with the Kennedy School of Government as
BGP-586.

Prerequisite: Social Analysis 10 or elementary calculus or equivalent.
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General Education 175 (formerly Anthropology 199a). Native Americans in the 21st
Century: Nation-Building |

Catalog Number: 5587

Joseph P. Kalt (Kennedy School), Manley A. Begay, and guest lecturers

Half course (fall term). M., W., 1-2:30. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

Uses a hands-on, interdisciplinary approach to examine some of the major issues Native
American tribes and nations face as the 21st century approaches, including: sovereignty,
economic development, constitutional reform, cultural and language preservation, land and water
rights, religious freedom, health and social welfare, and education. Concepts of “Nation-
building” and leadership, taken from tribal points of view, will be the central themes of the
course. All aspects of the course will be placed in a cross-cultural context. Guest presentations
will be made by Native American students, visiting scholars, and Native American leaders.
Note: Offered jointly with the Kennedy School of Government as PED-501, and with the
Graduate School of Education as A-101.

General Education 186. Introduction to Health Care Policy

Catalog Number: 4045

Richard G. Frank (Medical School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., Th., 8:30-10, and a weekly section to be arranged. EXAM GROUP:
10, 11

Provides students with an overview of U. S. health care delivery system, its components, and
policy challenges. Health care system considered from organizational perspective: analyzes roles
of patients, providers (doctors and hospitals), health plans, and payers. Considers objectives,
constraints, incentives, knowledge, and conduct of each component. Evaluates problems faced
by each component using both “insider” and “outsider” perspectives. What are objectives and
how can they be realized? What consensus exists, if any? Reading will include selections from
medical sociology, economics, politics, anthropology, and ethics.

House Seminars
Primarily for Undergraduates

All House Seminars are offered for degree credit. House Seminars are normally graded with
letter grades; as with other letter-graded courses students may, with the instructor’s permission,
take House Seminars Pass/Fail. All House Seminars require the permission of the instructor (*).
Information concerning enrollment in House Seminars should be sought from the appropriate
House Office. House Seminars are frequently not repeated from year to year.

Adams

*Adams 122. Printed Books as a Field of Study

Catalog Number: 6137 Enrollment: Limited to 6

Roger E. Stoddard

Half course (spring term). Tu., 2-4.

Introduces students to the appreciation of books as technical, commercial, and artistic products
as well as intellectual ones. With due regard for text and picture, concentrates attention on the

57


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5587
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/5587
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/4045
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/6137

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

printed book in Europe and the Americas from the technical inventions of Gutenberg and other
pioneers to the postmodern renovations of today. Books from Houghton Library collections are
viewed and discussed in relation to their manufacture, distribution, and use. Much of the work is
comparative. Vocations of book culture to be studied and illustrated are printer, book artisan,
publisher, bookseller, collector, librarian, antiquarian bookseller, and bibliographer.

Note: Expected to be omitted in 2000-01.

Dunster

[*Dunster 119. Discovering Musical Language: Bringing Music to Life from the
Perspectives of Composer/Improviser, Listener, Performer]

Catalog Number: 7233 Enrollment: Limited to 20.

Luise Vosgerchian

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged, with one 90-minute section weekly.

An applied course in music analysis for musicians and music lovers, covering a broad scope of
repertoire from various genres, styles, and cultures. Participants engage on a practical basis with
melody, harmony, text, breathing... from the perspective of rhythm as underlying generative
force. Particular emphasis on the relationship of notation to musical reality (psychological,
visceral, energetic) — embodied in performance. Although a large repertoire of world music is
presented in weekly listening assignments, specific projects will be tailored to class members.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Participants who are performers will be expected to
play/sing/conduct repertoire for class presentations, performances complementing written work;
music lovers will be given special assignments in rhythm, phraseology,...(both written and
actual). Additional section times may be scheduled.

Eliot

[*Eliot 122. Abraham Lincoln]

Catalog Number: 1179 Enrollment: Limited to 15

Alan Heimert

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

An effort to discern and assess the mind and character of Abraham Lincoln through reading and
discussion of his writings. Focus on public utterances, from the Lyceum Address to the Second
Inaugural, although letters and other brief materials are also included. The entire Lincoln-
Douglas debate is studied as a contrast in arguments and rhetorical technique. The insights of
previous Lincoln students are reviewed and critiqued.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

*Eliot 129. Nutrition and Public Health

Catalog Number: 1497 Enrollment: Limited to 20

Clifford Lo (Medical School)

Half course (spring term). M., 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Introduction to the critical reading of technical nutrition and medical literature; surveys current
issues in public health and public policy relating to nutrition. Critical analysis of different types
of medical literature: historical monographs, metabolic laboratory observations, clinical case
reports, epidemiological surveys, prospective randomized controlled trials, metaanalyses, and
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literature reviews. Prepares science and non-science concentrators to examine critically current
controversies for themselves; requires active participation and presentation by students.
Note: Clinical rounds with the Nutrition Support Services at Children’s Hospital will be optional.

[*Eliot 132 (formerly Mather 117). Narratives of Motherhood]

Catalog Number: 3099 Enrollment: Limited to 20

Margaret Bruzelius

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Maternity is a profoundly imaginary structure, described in wildly divergent metaphors as the
conduit for atavism and as a civilizing force. We study discourses that claim to subdue the
maternal body to paternal demands, contract laws, medical evidence, the writings of mothers
themselves in order to analyze the metaphoric chains that underlie each view of maternity. How
do the languages of maternity mediate between the mother as a work of nature and as the first
instrument of culture? How is motherhood made and used?

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

*Eliot 133. The Téin: The Medieval Irish Saga

Catalog Number: 2966 Enrollment: Limited to 12

Patrick K. Ford

Half course (fall term). W., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

Investigates the great medieval Irish saga, Tain Bo Cuailnge. The Tain is the centerpiece of the
so-called Ulster Cycle of tales, a group centered on the court of King Conchobor at Emain
Macha in 1st-century (CE) Ulster. Cycle focuses on heroic exploits of Cu Chulainn, the Hound
of Cooley, and on ethos of a warrior aristocracy in heroic golden age. Of especial interest are
roles played by women in the tales. Tensions between literacy and orality in the transmission of
the tales and issues related to the translation of the tales into English in the modern period will be
studied.

Leverett

*Leverett 104. Sigmund Freud and C. S. Lewis: Two Contrasting World Views

Catalog Number: 0773 Enrollment: Limited to 20

Armand M. Nicholi, 1l (Medical School)

Half course (spring term). Tu., 7-9 p.m.

Focuses on the “scientific” Weltanschauung (world view) of Sigmund Freud as a key to
understanding his life and work. Students examine the world view Freud attacks by reading
selected writings of C. S. Lewis and the letters between Freud and Oskar Pfister, the Swiss
psychoanalyst and theologian. Considers the following themes: source of morality and ethics,
definition and understanding of human sexuality, problem of pain and suffering, definition of
happiness and reason that unhappiness prevails, role of different categories of love in human
relationships, nature of human nature and the problem of “the painful riddle of death.” Selected
expository works by Freud serve as a brief introduction to basic psychoanalytic concepts and to
philosophical works that form the core of study.

Pforzheimer
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*Pforzheimer 123. The Quality of Health Care in America

Catalog Number: 4587 Enrollment: Limited to 15

Donald M. Berwick (Medical School) and Howard H. Hiatt (Medical School)

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Offers information and experiences regarding an array of the most important issues and
challenges in health care quality. Includes overview of the dimensions of quality of care,
including outcomes, overuse, underuse, variation in practice patterns, errors and threats to patient
safety, service flaws, and various forms of waste. Each session focuses in depth on one specific
quality-of-care issue, exploring patterns of performance, data sources, costs, causes, and
remedies. Explores international comparisons and systemic remedies: the desirable properties of
health care systems that can perform at extremely high levels in many dimensions of quality.

Winthrop

[*Winthrop 122. Four Alienated Literary Visionaries of Cambridge]

Catalog Number: 6607 Enrollment: Limited to 20

James R. Russell

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Considers issues of literature, culture, and politics in the life and work of four great twentieth-
century American writers who lived within walking distance of Winthrop. Each interpreted a
remote culture and a set of problems to his contemporaries, in attempting to resolve his own
personal and social alienation: T. S. Eliot, with the idea of the Eternal Return approached
through Budhism and Upanishadic religion; Delmore Schwartz, with dream psychology and the
Jewish immigrant experience; Vladimir Nabokov, with Russia and the dislocations of
totalitarianism and exile; and William S. Burroughs, with Sufism, Ismailism, and techniques of
ecstasy. These currents enriched an American literature that is still in formation; and the four
writers, spanning the modernist and post-modern epochs, are now in its mainstream.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Freshman Seminars
Faculty Offering Instruction in the Freshman Seminar Program

Caroline D. Alyea, Lecturer on History and Literature

Dorota Ewa Badowska, Lecturer on Literature

Laura Benedetti, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Humanities
Anya Bernstein, Lecturer on Social Studies

Ann M. Blair, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences
Clara (Pleun) Bouricius, Lecturer on History and Literature

Margaret Bruzelius, Lecturer on Literature

Julie A. Buckler, Assistant Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Alan Ralph Cooper, Lecturer on History and Literature

James Cuno, Professor of History of Art and Architecture and Elizabeth and John Moors Cabot
Director of the Harvard University Art Museums

Leo Damrosch, Ernest Bernbaum Professor of Literature

Samba Diop, Assistant Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures
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Francesco Duina, Lecturer on Social Studies

John Thomas Dunlop, Lamont University Professor, Emeritus

Rena Fonseca, Lecturer on Sanskrit and Indian Studies

David R. Foster, Senior Lecturer on Biology

Jene A. Golovchenko, Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Physics and Professor of Physics
William A. Graham, Jr., Professor of the History of Religion and Islamic Studies
Steven J. Holmes, Lecturer on History and Literature

Daniel Itzkovitz, Lecturer on History and Literature

Dirk Killen, Lecturer on History and Literature

Myron Lecar, Lecturer on Astronomy

Thomas Michael Malaby, Lecturer on Social Studies

Adam R. Nelson, Lecturer on History and Literature

John Timothy O’Keefe, Lecturer in History and Literature

Roberta L. Rudnick, Associate Professor of Geology

Shelley Salamensky, Lecturer on Literature

Nathaniel Taylor, Lecturer on History and Literature

P. Barry Tomlinson, Edward C. Jeffrey Professor of Biology

Nikolaas J. van der Merwe, Landon T. Clay Professor of Scientific Archaeology
Helen Vendler, Arthur Kingsley Porter University Professor

Celeste Wallander, Associate Professor of Government

Steven M. Young, Lecturer on Social Studies

Only students in Freshman standing at Harvard College may apply for a Freshman Seminar.

Enrollment in Freshman Seminars is limited to 12. For a complete description of the Freshman
Seminar Program and 1999-00 offerings, please consult the current Freshman Seminar catalog.
Catalogs and application forms may be obtained from the Freshman Seminar Office, 6 Prescott
Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 (telephone: (617) 495-1523; email: seminars@fas.harvard.edu).

Freshman Seminars 1999-00

*Ereshman Seminar 1. Dress and ldentity in Britain, France, and the United States, 1750-
1930

Catalog Number: 0001

Caroline D. Alyea

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 2. How Novels Work
Catalog Number: 0002

Dorota Ewa Badowska

Half course (fall term). .

*Ereshman Seminar 3. Italian Literature and Cinema: Relationships
Catalog Number: 0003

Laura Benedetti

Half course (fall term). .
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*Freshman Seminar 4. American Social Policy
Catalog Number: 0004

Anya Bernstein

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 5. The “Two Cultures”: Science and Humanities in Historical
Perspective

Catalog Number: 0005

Ann M. Blair

Half course (spring term). Th., 1-4. EXAM GROUP: 15, 16, 17

*Freshman Seminar 6. 19th-Century American Cultural History and Self-Help Literature
Catalog Number: 0006

Clara (Pleun) Bouricius

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 7. The Space of Adventure
Catalog Number: 0007

Margaret Bruzelius

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 8. Reading Tolstoy’s War and Peace
Catalog Number: 0008

Julie A. Buckler

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 11. Late Medieval England
Catalog Number: 0011

Alan Ralph Cooper

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 12. Considering the Works of Art in the Harvard Art Museums, from
Antiquity to the Present

Catalog Number: 0012

James Cuno

Half course (fall term; repeated spring term). Fall: W., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: Fall: 6, 7

*Freshman Seminar 13. William Blake
Catalog Number: 0013

Leo Damrosch

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 14. Nation State and Global Economy
Catalog Number: 0014

Francesco Duina

Half course (fall term). .
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*Freshman Seminar 16. The Workplace: The Roles of Business, Labor, and Government
Catalog Number: 0016

John Thomas Dunlop

Half course (spring term). M., 2-4:30. EXAM GROUP: 7, 8, 9

*Freshman Seminar 17. Africans and Blacks in France
Catalog Number: 0017

Samba Diop

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 19. Contemporary India: Fact and Fiction
Catalog Number: 0019

Rena Fonseca

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 20. Physicists and Scientific Problems
Catalog Number: 0020

Jene A. Golovchenko and Lene V. Hau

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 21. Journeys: Explorations in World Literature
Catalog Number: 0021

William A. Graham, Jr.

Half course (spring term). To Be Arranged.

*Freshman Seminar 28. American Environmental Biography
Catalog Number: 0028

Steven J. Holmes

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 30. Race, Modernism, and American Culture
Catalog Number: 0030

Daniel Itzkovitz

Half course (fall term). .

*Ereshman Seminar 32. Literature of Irish America: 20th-Century Voices
Catalog Number: 0032

Dirk Killen

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 34. Large-Scale Structure in the Universe
Catalog Number: 0034

Myron Lecar

Half course (fall term). .
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*Freshman Seminar 36. Serfdom and Slavery in Literature
Catalog Number: 0036
Anne Lynn Lounsbery
Half course (spring term). Tu., 1-4. EXAM GROUP: 15, 16, 17

*Freshman Seminar 37. The Meaning of the Modern Olympic Games
Catalog Number: 0037

Thomas Michael Malaby

Half course (spring term). M., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

*Freshman Seminar 38. The Contemporary Latin American Political and Economic
Landscape

Catalog Number: 0038

Sylvia Maxfield

Half course (spring term). .

*Freshman Seminar 41. American Higher Education since the Civil War
Catalog Number: 0041

Adam R. Nelson

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 43. American Society and Culture in the 19th Century: the Beecher
Family

Catalog Number: 0043

John Timothy O’Keefe

Half course (fall term). .

[*Freshman Seminar 45. Debates About International Justice]
Catalog Number: 0045

Jennifer Gaston Pitts

Half course (spring term). M., 2-5. EXAM GROUP: 7, 8, 9

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

*Ereshman Seminar 50. Planetary Geology
Catalog Number: 0050

Roberta L. Rudnick

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 59. The Medieval Cathedral
Catalog Number: 0059

Nathaniel Taylor

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 60. Research at the Harvard Forest
Catalog Number: 0060
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P. Barry Tomlinson and David R. Foster
Half course (fall term). Four Weekends at the Harvard Forest in Petersham.

*Ereshman Seminar 63. Scientific Analysis of Materials
Catalog Number: 0063

Nikolaas J. van der Merwe

Half course (fall term). .

*EFreshman Seminar 64. The Poetry of John Keats
Catalog Number: 0064

Helen Vendler

Half course (fall term). .

*Freshman Seminar 65. Political Science Fiction
Catalog Number: 0065

Celeste Wallander

Half course (spring term). M., 2-4. EXAM GROUP: 7, 8

*Freshman Seminar 70. Civil Society and Democracy
Catalog Number: 0070

Steven M. Young

Half course (fall term). .

African Studies
AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

Faculty of the Committee on African Studies

K. Anthony Appiah, Professor of Afro-American Studies and of Philosophy (Chair)
Leila Ahmed (Divinity School)

Emmanuel K. Akyeampong, Hugh K. Foster Associate Professor of African Studies
Ali S. Asani, Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim Languages and Culture
Robert H. Bates, Eaton Professor of the Science of Government

Suzanne P. Blier, Professor of the History of Art and Architecture

Jennifer Cole, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Samba Diop, Assistant Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures

Deborah D. Foster, Senior Lecturer on Folklore and Mythology

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., W.E.B DuBois Professor of the Humanities

Suzanne Grant Lewis, Cross-listed: Other Faculty (Graduate School of Education)
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Harald K. Heggenhougen, Associate Professor of Medical Anthropology (Medical School) and
Associate Professor of Population Sciences (Public Health)

Allan G. Hill, Andelot Professor of Demography (Public Health)

Harry S. Martin 111, Professor of Law and Library (Law School)

J. Lorand Matory, Professor of Anthropology and of Afro-American Studies

Pauline E. Peters, Lecturer on Anthropology

Kay Kaufman Shelemay, Professor of Music (on leave spring term)

The Committee on African Studies is a multidisciplinary group of scholars appointed to
coordinate teaching and research on Africa within Harvard’s departments and faculties. It is
primarily concerned with the planned development of African studies in the University as a
whole. Since it is also the Committee’s goal to advance knowledge and understanding of African
peoples throughout the University, it sponsors lectures, seminars, conferences, films, and
exhibitions on Africa. Its noncredit Africa Seminar is open to all students and faculty members.
The Committee offers undergraduate summer grants for senior thesis study in Africa.

The courses listed below deal either directly or indirectly with the study of Africa. A more
detailed description of these courses may be found in this catalog under the appropriate
department or committee. Other relevant courses are listed in the catalogs of the schools of
Public Health, Education, Law, Divinity, Business, and the Kennedy School of Government.
Each September, the Committee publishes “African Studies at Harvard,” a University-wide

guide to courses, faculty, and programs. The guide is posted at our website:
http:www.fas.harvard.edu/~cafrica. A printed version is available at the Committee’s

administrative office in Coolidge Hall 202, 1737 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, 02138, or
by calling (617) 495-5265. The fax number is (617) 496-5183, and email is
cafrica@fas.harvard.edu.

(Core) Foreign Cultures 70; Literature and Arts B-27, B-78; Social Analysis 52, 56;
Freshman Seminar 17;

Afro-American Studies 11, 136x, 136y, 136z, 140;

Anthropology 98z, 105, 123, 139, 147, 208, 243, 277, 323,

Economics 1366, 1399;

English 167p;

Folklore and Mythology 113, 114, 115;

French 38b, 70c, 191, 194, 289r;

Government 90km, 1100, 2117, 2162, 2197;

History 1902, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1910, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1930, 2908;
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History of Art and Architecture 19, 193x, 196;

Medical Sciences 322;

Music 207r;

(Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations) Ethiopic A, 120ar, 120br, 300; Swahili A, 120br;
Social Studies 98aa, 98ca, 98cr;

Women’s Studies 110c.

Afro-American Studies

AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION
Faculty of the Department of Afro-American Studies

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., W.E.B DuBois Professor of the Humanities (Chair)

K. Anthony Appiah, Professor of Afro-American Studies and of Philosophy (Director of
Undergraduate Studies)

Suzanne P. Blier, Professor of the History of Art and Architecture

Lawrence D. Bobo, Professor of Sociology and of Afro-American Studies (on leave 1999-00)
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Professor of History and of Afro-American Studies (on leave
1999-00)

Biodun Jeyifo, Visiting Scholar in the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute, Visiting Professor of Afro-
American Studies and of English and American Literature and Language (Cornell University)
Isaac Julien, Visiting Lecturer on Afro-American Studies and on Visual and Environmental
Studies (spring term only)

Jamaica Kincaid, Visiting Lecturer on Afro-American Studies and on English and American
Literature and Language

J. Lorand Matory, Professor of Anthropology and of Afro-American Studies

Ronald Kent Richardson, Visiting Associate Professor of Afro-American Studies (Clark
University)

Werner Sollors, Henry B. and Anne M. Cabot Professor of English Literature and Professor of
Afro-American Studies (on leave 1999-00)

Cornel West, Alphonse Fletcher, Jr., University Professor and Professor of Afro-American
Studies (FAS) and Professor of the Philosophy of Religion (Divinity School)
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William Julius Wilson, Harvard University Professor and Malcolm Wiener Professor of Social
Policy (Kennedy School)

Other Faculty Offering Instruction in Afro-American Studies

Barbara E. Johnson, Fredric Wertham Professor of Law and Psychiatry in Society

Randall L. Kennedy, Professor of Law (Law School)

Marcyliena Morgan, Cross-listed: Other Faculty, Visiting Associate Professor of Education
Orlando Patterson, John Cowles Professor of Sociology

Roberto Mangabeira Unger, Professor of Law (Law School)

Primarily for Undergraduates

Afro-American Studies 10. Introduction to Afro-American Studies

Catalog Number: 0802

Cornel West and members of the Department

Half course (fall term). M., W., at 11. EXAM GROUP: 4

An exploration of some of the key texts and issues in Afro-American Studies from a range of
disciplinary perspectives. Members of the faculty deliver guest lectures in their own areas of
specialization.

Note: Required of concentrators. Students who transfer into the concentration after their
sophomore year may substitute another Afro-American Studies course already taken if they
satisfy the Head Tutor that this course establishes a basic familiarity with the materials covered
in Afro-American Studies 10.

Afro-American Studies 11. Topics in Afro-American Literature and Culture

Catalog Number: 1439 Enrollment: Limited to Afro-American Studies concentrators and others
by permission of the instructor.

K. Anthony Appiah

Half course (fall term). Tu., 2-4. EXAM GROUP: 16, 17

Topic in 1999-00: The First Black Nationalists. This course will explore the writings of the
leading African American intellectuals who constructed the discourse of black nationalism,
against the background of African American experience and the broad history of European and
American ideas about race, nation and culture. Readings from: E.W. Blyden, Alexander
Crummel, Martin R. Delany, W.E.B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey.

Afro-American Studies 12. Topics in Afro-American History and Society: Seminar
Catalog Number: 2393 Enrollment: Limited to Afro-American Studies concentrators, and others
by permission of instructor.

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (spring term). W., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

Topic in 1999-00: Afro-Latin Society and Politics. Survey of non-English speaking populations
of African descent in the Americas. While the course will focus on Afro-Brazilian lifeways,
political struggles, and fundamental contributions to Brazilian national identity, students will
take the lead in comparing this case to cases in the Spanish speaking Carribean and South
America, Mexico and Central America, Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles, the French
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Caribbean départements, and Afro-Latin immigrant populations in the United States. The course
hopes to arrive at an understanding on “race” as a culturally specific practice, and thereby both
broaden and deepen the students’ understanding of African American life generally.

*Afro-American Studies 91r. Supervised Reading and Research

Catalog Number: 1269

K. Anthony Appiah and members of the Department

Half course (fall term; repeated spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Students wishing to enroll must petition the Head Tutor for approval, stating the proposed
project, and must have permission of the proposed instructor. Ordinarily, students are required to
have taken some coursework as background for their project.

*Afro-American Studies 98 (formerly Afro-American Studies 98a). Tutorial

Catalog Number: 6272

K. Anthony Appiah and members of the tutorial staff

Half course (fall term; repeated spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Students wishing to enroll must petition the Head Tutor for approval, stating the proposed
project, and must have the permission of the proposed instructor. Ordinarily, students are
required to have taken some coursework as background for their project.

Prerequisite: Completion of Afro-American Studies 10, or a substitute course approved by the
Head Tutor.

*Afro-American Studies 99. Tutorial — Senior Year

Catalog Number: 8654 Enrollment: Limited to honors candidates.

K. Anthony Appiah and members of the Department

Full course. Hours to be arranged.

Thesis supervision under the direction of a member of the Department.

For Undergraduates and Graduates

[Afro-American Studies 110. African-American Women’s History: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 7017 Enrollment: Limited to 25.

Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Explores the history of African-American women from the days of slavery to the 1960s. Special
emphasis on such topics as the myths and realities of gender identity for African-American
women, family life and the challenges posed by black feminism, work patterns, organizational
activities, and cultural production. This is an inter-disciplinary course that draws upon the
writings of historians, literary critics, sociologists, and novelists.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 118. African-American History from the Slave Trade to 1900
Catalog Number: 7429

Ronald Kent Richardson (Clark University)

Half course (fall term). M., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

The history of the African-American social, political, and cultural development from the slave

69


http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/1269
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/6272
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/8654
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/7429

M Harvard University

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Office of the Registrar

1999-2000 Previous Courses of Instruction

trade to the dawn of the 20th century. Examines the internal world of African-American
communities as well as their relation to the larger American socioeconomic context. Topics
include the impact of slavery, abolitionism and the transition to freedom, regional and cultural
differences among African-Americans, and the role of gender and class in black communities.
Note: Required of concentrators.

Afro-American Studies 119. The History of Racial Thought

Catalog Number: 5158

Ronald Kent Richardson (Clark University)

Half course (fall term). W., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 6, 7

Explores racial thinking in Europe and America. Beginning with an introductory section on
racial thinking, or its absence, from antiquity to the 15th century, the course focuses on the
period from the Renaissance to the early 20th century. It attempts to put racial thinking in the
West in a global context by drawing comparisons with ethnic and racial thinking in Africa, Asia,
and the Middle East.

[Afro-American Studies 120. African-American Religious History]

Catalog Number: 2574

Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Surveys the history of African-American religious institutions and beliefs from slavery to the
present. Positions the diversity of African-American religious expression within the larger
context of black social and political life. Topics include the transmission of African culture to the
New World, religion under slavery, independent black churches, race relations, foreign missions,
black nationalism, gender and class, and reform resistance.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Offered as Div 2370

[Afro-American Studies 123. Race, Nation, and Democracy]

Catalog Number: 2596

Cornel West and Roberto Mangabeira Unger (Law School)

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Studies the relationship between the promotion of group rights and identities and the
advancement of democratic experimentalism in social life. Addresses these issues in two
settings: 1) the American experience and debate about racism and its relation to class divisions,
and 2) the worldwide resurgence of nationalism and the role of the nation-state as an instrument
for the expression either of actual national differences or of the will to develop such differences.
Explores the consequences of democratic experimentalism and of the efforts of minority groups
to establish a generalized politics and law of group identities and rights.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 123z. American Democracy

Catalog Number: 2354

Cornel West and Roberto Mangabeira Unger (Law School)

Half course (fall term). Tu., 2-4. EXAM GROUP: 16, 17

Considers, in an American setting, the contemporary meaning of the democratic idea, the relation
of democratic government to the market economy as well as to the class, gender and racial
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divisions of society, and the alternative institutional futures of democracy. Two focal points for
the argument of the course are: 1) the exploration of possible, more democratizing arrangements
for the organization of government, the economy, and civil society, and 2) the changes in
consciousness, culture, and education needed to sustain such arrangements. Seeing American
problems and possibilities as variations on worldwide themes, the course asks what it would
mean to sacrifice American “exceptionalism” to American experimentalism.

Note: Additional discussion hour scheduled weekly. Offered jointly with the Law School as
30500-11.

[Afro-American Studies 124. Constructions of Identity: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 3341

K. Anthony Appiah

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Examines the debates about the social construction of race, gender, and sexuality. After
exploring some work on gender and on leshian and gay identities, the course will focus, in
particular, on the debates about the interaction between gender and sexuality, on the one hand,
and race, on the other. Discussions will center around the claims in political theory for the
relevance of these collective identities for conceptions of citizenship and of political life.
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 124z. Race, Culture, and Identity

Catalog Number: 8345

K. Anthony Appiah

Half course (spring term). Tu., 2-4. EXAM GROUP: 16, 17

As the critique of “race” as a social construction has become increasingly familiar, the concept of
culture has been invoked to provide an alternative account of what is distinctive about African-
Americans. At the same time, the word “culture” has come to be used in a wider and wider range
of contexts, from anthropology and economics to literary and cultural studies. This course will
explore some of the intellectual history of the idea of culture and examine critically its

invocation in discussions of African American identity.

[Afro-American Studies 125. Philosophical Problems of Race and Racism]

Catalog Number: 3822

K. Anthony Appiah

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

“Race” is a central term in political debate, social theory and everyday life in our society. It is
widely held to be important in large measure because of the history of what we call “racism” in
the United States and more generally, in the modern world. Yet there is little reflection on and no
consensus about how either “race” or “racism” should be understood. We shall explore three key
questions: How are we to understand the term “race”? What is racism? and Why is racism
wrong?

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 131. Afro-American Literature to the 1920s]

Catalog Number: 2589
Werner Sollors
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Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Considers autobiography within the African American literary tradition from the slave narratives
of Phillis Wheatley and Frederick Douglass to contemporary narratives written by Nathan
McCall, Brent Staples, and Stephen Carter.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Concentrators may take Afro-American Studies 137y in
lieu of Afro-American Studies 131 for 1999-00.

[Afro-American Studies 132. Afro-American Literature from the 1920s to the Present]
Catalog Number: 3710

Werner Sollors

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Close readings of major 20th-century writers in the context of cultural history. (I) From the
Harlem Renaissance to the Federal Writers’ Project: Locke, Toomer, McKay, Fauset, Schuyler,
Hughes, Hurston, Wright. (I1) From World War |1 to the present: Ellison, Petry, Baldwin,
Hansberry, Jones/Baraka, Morrison, Reed, Johnson, Lee, Dove.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[*Afro-American Studies 132z. Domestic Life in Literature: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 4074

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Compares the portrayal of life at home in the literature of writers from the “Metropole” (center
of activity) and the writers from the “outlying” areas. Readings from the works of Merle Hodge,
Myriam Warner-Vieyra, Jean Rhys, Maria Luisa Bombal, George Eliot, Colette, Charlotte
Bronte, Virginia Woolf, and others.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 134. The Literature of Possession: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 4105

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Through literary accounts of historical events, the part that imagination played in the relationship
between the possessor and possessions as Europeans “took possession” of the New World will be
explored. Readings from the works of Christopher Columbus, Meriwether Lewis and William
Clarke, Bernal Diaz, C.L.R. James, George Lamming, Marco Polo, V.S. Naipaul, and Salman
Rushdie.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 134z. Reading Thomas Jefferson and The African in America
Catalog Number: 9959

Jamaica Kincaid

Half course (spring term). Th., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 15, 16

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal....” The author of those
words was Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United States; but who might have needed
them more, the author and President or a contemporary of his, a man he owned named Jupiter. A
look through his writings into the world of Thomas Jefferson and the influence the enslaved
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African had upon him. Special attention will be paid to “The Declaration of Independence”,
“Notes on the State of Virginia”, and “The Farm and Garden Book™.

[*Afro-American Studies 135. The Thought of W.E.B. Du Bois: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 5092

Cornel West

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Examines the key texts of one of the towering African-American intellectuals of the 20th
century. Analyzes the classic works of W.E.B. Du Bois as well as reconstructs the varying
contexts of these works.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 135z. James Baldwin and Lorrraine Hansberry

Catalog Number: 2175

Cornel West

Half course (spring term). Tu., 12-2. EXAM GROUP: 14, 15

Examines the major works—fiction and non-fiction— of these two towering figures. We shall
explore their conceptions of what it means to be human, modern, American, and Black.

Afro-American Studies 136x. Fiction(s) of Race, Fact(s) of Racism: Perspectives From
South African and Afro-American Literatures

Catalog Number: 1281

Biodun Jeyifo (Cornell University)

Half course (fall term). Tu., 12-2. EXAM GROUP: 14, 15

Examines works of South African and African American fiction and drama in the light of the
powerful claim that “race” is a socially constructed fiction with no scienctific, rationally
provable basis to it. The works explored in the course also see race as a fiction, but consistent
with the dialectics of artistic representation, the juxtaposition of the fiction of race to the fact(s)
of racism pose the fundamental question: Can we imagine a time, a place, a world where racism,
like “race,” will become fiction? Authors examined will include Baraka, Morrison, Naylor,
August Wilson, Gordimer, Nkosi, Furgard and Coetzee.

Afro-American Studies 136y. Key texts of the African Decolonization and Afro-American
Liberation Movements

Catalog Number: 2355

Half course (spring term). Th., 3-5.

Comparatively explores key literary texts and documents of the political and cultural movements
of Africans and Afro-Americans in the second half of the 20th century. Using debates on the
legacies of Negritude and the Black Aesthetic movements and their relationship to literary and
cultural modernity as paradigms, the course will provide a critical framework for engaging Post-
War intellectual and artistic relations between Africans and African Americans. In particular,
focuses on experimental, avant-garde ideas and practices within the orthodoxies of Negritude
and the Black Aesthetic to explore the connections between art and politics, cultural production
and social emancipation.
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[Afro-American Studies 136z. Comparative African and African-American Drama: the
Dramaturgy of Wole Soyinka and August Wilson]

Catalog Number: 0311

Biodun Jeyifo (Cornell University)

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Explores selected plays of Soyinka and Wilson and locates the study of these plays within the
broader framework of experimentation in the idioms of theater and performance in Black drama
in Africa and the United States. This broader framework also embraces the articulations of
ideology and politics within, and between, race, culture, class and gender in contemporary
African and African-American drama and theater. Focused, intensive study of the selected plays
will be combined with exploration of the issues, challenges, practices and achievements that
have defined and shaped Black theater and drama in the second half of this century.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 137y. The African American Literary Tradition

Catalog Number: 1820

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

Half course (spring term). M., 12-2. EXAM GROUP: 5, 6

Considers autobiography within the African American literary tradition from the slave narratives
of Phillis Wheatley and Frederick Douglass to contemporary narratives written by Nathan
MccCall, Brent Staples, and Stephen Carter.

Note: Concentrators may take Afro-American Studies 137 in lieu of Afro-American Studies 131
for 1999-00.

[*Afro-American Studies 137z (formerly English 90ut). Black Women and Their Fiction]
Catalog Number: 5145

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Intends to define the precise shape and contours of the tradition of black women’s writing in
English. How do black women use language to represent their experiences? How does their
writing resemble or diverge from the black male tradition? How does black feminist theory differ
from white feminist theory?

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 138. Richard Wright and Zora Neale Hurston: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 6227

Werner Sollors

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Investigates the development of Wright’s sociological and Hurston’s anthropological
imagination, with special emphasis on gender, politics, and literary form. Readings include most
published and some unpublished writings, against the background of criticism.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 138z. Interracial Literature]

Catalog Number: 0164
Werner Sollors
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Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

This new course examines a wide variety of literary texts on black-white couples, interracial
families, and biracial identity, from classical antiquity to the present. Works studied include
romances, novellas, poems, plays, novels, short stories, and non-fiction, as well as some
examples from the visual arts. Topics for discussion range from interracial genealogies to racial
“passing,” from representations of racial difference to alternative plot resolutions, and from
religious and political to legal and scientific contexts for the changing understanding of “race.”
Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 140. Syncretism: Seminar

Catalog Number: 3988

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (fall term). Th., 3-5. EXAM GROUP: 17, 18

Addresses hotly debated methods in the study of African American lifeways. Syncretism is the
convergence of practices and beliefs of diverse origins, culminating in the synthesis of new
cultural forms, like jazz and Cuban “Santeria.” Examines the cultural prefigurations and political
conditions that determine local syntheses and complicate conventional models of cultural
retention and purity, acculturation, assimilation, and pluralism. While focused on the African
diaspora in the Americas, includes comparative materials from Africa, Asia, Europe, and the
Pacific.

Note: Offered jointly with the Divinity School as 3827.

[Afro-American Studies 140z. The Other African Americans]

Catalog Number: 0300

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Surveys the history and contemporary experiences of self-identified “mixed-race” groups, as
well as voluntary immigrant groups from Africa and the Caribbean, such as Cape Verdeans,
Nigerians, Jamaicans, Afro-Puerto Ricans, and Haitains in the United States. In this context,
students will be introduced to arguments central to the social scientific study of modern societies
generally, such as the invention of ethnicity, and negotiation of identity, and the social
constructedness of race.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 141 (formerly Anthropology 157). Afro-Atlantic Religions]
Catalog Number: 3336

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Investigates the spiritual, political, and economic lives of millions around the Atlantic perimeter
who worship African gods: West and Central Africans, Cubans, Brazilians, Haitians, and North
Americans. For them, the gods are sources of power, organization, and healing amid the local
political dominance of Muslims and Christians and the seismic expansion of international
capitalism — conditions which themselves require significant attention. Lectures focus on such
themes as women’s empowerment and the construction of gender in these religions, while a
series of in-class discussions with priests will propose its own themes.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. HDS 3692
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[Afro-American Studies 142. Afro-Latin Society and Politics]

Catalog Number: 6648

J. Lorand Matory

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Survey of non-English-speaking populations of African descent in the Americas. While the
course will focus on Afro-Brazilian lifeways, political struggles, and fundamental contributions
to Brazilian national identity, students will take the lead in comparing this case to cases in the
Spanish-speaking Caribbean and South America, Mexico and Central America, Surinam and the
Netherlands Antilles, the French Caribbean départements, and Afro-Latino immigrant
populations in the United States. The course hopes to arrive at an understanding on “race” as a
culturally specific practice, and thereby both broaden and deepen the students’ understanding of
African-American life generally.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01. Course being offered as Afro-American Studies 12 in
1999-00.

[Afro-American Studies 165. Art and Colonialism]

Catalog Number: 4300 Enrollment: Limited to 12.

Suzanne P. Blier

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

The role of colonialism in the definition, delimitation, discourse about art is examined in this
course. The principal focus will be on art and colonial experience outside the West with respect
to European or American presence. Among the topics raised are the following: the colonial
experience and its “trace;” perceptions of the other; research methodologies and marginalization;
the politics of collecting, museums, and exhibits; fantasy and the photographic record, the other
Other; issues of gender; tourism and the role of foreign markets; native portrayals of the
European other; primitivism and modern art.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 165y. African Women in Art and History

Catalog Number: 2301 Enrollment: Limited to 12

Suzanne P. Blier

Half course (fall term). Th., 1-3. EXAM GROUP: 15, 16

Looks at the issues of gender identity, power, and display through the lens of key traditions of
African art. Women as subjects, patrons, artists, and critics will also be explored in a range of
contexts. Female/male aesthetics, male personification of females in masquerades, the
prominence of androgyny in African art, “mother gods,” art in contexts of gender socialization,
women on local governance, women in colonial discourse, and women on the move, are other
issues which will be examined.

Note: Meets at the Sackler Museum.

[Afro-American Studies 165z. Art of the African Diaspora: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 4873

Suzanne P. Blier

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Explores seminal issues in the arts of the African Diaspora, looking at a range of African-
American Visual traditions in the Americas. Both historic and contemporary issues and forms
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will be examined in relationship to important traditions of sculpture, painting, dance,
architecture, and performance art. Artists discussed will range from Edward Bannister, Edmonia
Lewis, and Henry O. Tanner, to Jacob Lawrence, Romare Bearden and Charles White to Mel
Edwards, Faith Ringgold, Fred Wilson, and ke Ude. Carnival performances, Santeria traditions,
Vodou ritual forms, and other “popular” or vernacular idioms will be treated as well.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[*Afro-American Studies 170. “Racial Health” and the American South: Conference
Course]

Catalog Number: 7583

Keith A. Wailoo

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Examines the role of economic and political relations in shaping the concept and experience of
“racial health” in the American South. Emphasis on the changing relationship between black
health and white health; the transformation of plantation medical cultures; urban and rural
economies of health and healing; the racial characterization and symbolism of diseases from
tuberculosis to syphilis and AIDS; segregation and integration of health care; and the changing
place of racial health in regional political economy, in Southern social order, and in the social,
intellectual, and political transformation of the region.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

[Afro-American Studies 171. Genetics, Race, and Medicine]

Catalog Number: 7701

Keith A. Wailoo

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Explores development of the knowledge and discourse of genetics in 19th and 20th century
America, and the ways in which this knowledge has shaped (and reflected) changes in medical
practice, public policy, and social thought. Examines genetics’ impact on notions of health,
disease, and racial identity. Principal topics include: the rediscovery of Mendelian inheritance;
genetics and eugenics policy; evolving debates over the biology of racial identity; the role of
media in shaping perceptions of heredity, race, and disease; case histories of specific “race linked
genetic diseases;” the rise of molecular biology and its notions of genetic and social grouping;
genetic couseling, genetic testing, and “gene therapy” as political, social, and cultural
phenomena.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

Afro-American Studies 187y. Black Cinema as Genre—From Blaxploitation to Quentin
Tarantino

Catalog Number: 9338

Isaac Julien

Half course (spring term). Tu., 1-4. EXAM GROUP: 15, 16, 17

Looks at the history of African-American Cinema (from Oscar Micheaux to Spike Lee) and
focuses on the use of stereotypes and hyperbole in some of its post-war popular genres including
blaxploitation (Melvin van Peebles). Discussions will focus on issues of sexism and homophobia
as well as the way space, time, and the city figure in these cinemas. Topics include:
representation of gender in Dash’s Illusions and Lee’s Girl 6; the role of Pam Grier in
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blaxploitation films; the ‘soul film’ genre (Superfly) and black independent cinema (Ganja and
Hess); the construction of black masculinity in Boyz ‘n the Hood and gangsta-rap themed noir
films; and the appropriation of black cinema by other film-makers and genres such as the
aesthetic du cool of Quentin Tarantino.

Note: Previous background in cultural theory and/or film theory recommended but not required.

[Afro-American Studies 191. The Civil Rights Movement: Seminar]

Catalog Number: 0897

Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

Half course (spring term). Hours to be arranged.

Explores the movement from its integrationist period in the 1950s and early 1960s to the heyday
of militant black power in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Attention given to grassroots
community activism, the contribution of nationally prominent individuals and organizations, and
the changing of American laws, society, and the state.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

*Afro-American Studies 196. Sociological Perspectives on Racial Inequality in America:
Seminar

Catalog Number: 4619 Enrollment: Limited to 30

William Julius Wilson (Kennedy School)

Half course (spring term). M., at 2:30. EXAM GROUP: 7, 8

Examines classical and contemporary works on racial inequality in America. Different
conceptions of the social, economic, and political situations that affect the state and nature of
race relations are critically analyzed, as well as the different views on race and social policy.
Note: Offered jointly with the Kennedy School as HLE-209. Students must attend the first
meeting of the class to enroll.

[Afro-American Studies 196z. Race, Segregation and Inequality]

Catalog Number: 5210

Lawrence D. Bobo

Half course (fall term). Hours to be arranged.

Examines the changing status of African-Americans in the post-civil rights era from a variety of
social science perspectives. The focus is on major scholarly assessments of the status of Blacks.
Among the focal points of inquiry will be: race-based economic inequality; processes of racial
residential segregation; and racial prejudice and bias in politics and everyday interaction.
Although focused on contemporary issues and research, the course draws on foundational
approaches developed by Du Bois, Johnson, and Drake and Cayton in their pioneering
assessments of the status of Blacks.

Note: Expected to be given in 2000-01.

*Afro-American Studies 197. Race, Class and Poverty in Urban America: Seminar
Catalog Number: 7265 Enrollment: Limited to 30

William Julius Wilson (Kennedy School)

Half course (spring term). M., 2:30-4:30. EXAM GROUP: 7, 8, 9

Presents a social/historical analysis of the changing nature of urban inequality. Topics include
the making of the inner-city ghetto; the new urban poverty; race and class conflict in urban
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America; and race, poverty, and public policy.

Note: Offered jointly with the Kennedy School as HLE-206. Meets at the Kennedy School.
Students must attend the first meeting of the class to enroll-check Kennedy School calendar for
date.

Cross-listed Courses

Anthropology 110. Introduction to Social Anthropology

[Anthropology 139. Power, Knowledge, and People in Sub-Saharan Africa]
[Anthropology 147. West African Cultures]

Economics 1357. Historical Perspectives on American Economic Ascendancy
Economics 1800. The Economics of Cities

Economics 1812. Operation of the Labor Market

Economics 1815 (formerly Economics 1015). Social Problems of the American Economy
[Folklore and Mythology 114. Embodied Expression/Expressive Body: Dance as a Medium
of Cultural and Personal Meaning]

Folklore and Mythology 115. The African Oral Tradition

Government 90ke. The Civil Rights and the Anti-Viethnam War Movements: The Changing
Locus of Social Movements

Government 90km. The Political Economy of Africa

[*Government 2175. Comparative Politics of the Welfare State]

History 1634. U.S. Race and Ethnicity, 1865-1965: Conference Course

[History 1660. Using Primary Sources in African-American History: Seminar]

[History 1912. Health, Disease and Ecology in African History: Conference Course]
[History 1952. Comparative Colonialism: Conference Course]

[History of Art and Architecture 19 (formerly Fine Arts 19d). Image, Icon, and Identity:
Introduction to the Art of Africa]

[Literature and Arts B-27. Majesty and Mythology in African Art]

Moral Reasoning 58. Slavery in Western Political Thought

[Psychology 1505. Intergroup Relations]

Social Analysis 38. Social Stratification

Social Analysis 52. Growth and Development in Historical Perspective

[Sociology 60. Race and Ethnic Relations]

[Sociology 135. The Caribbean Experience in America]

[*Sociology 183. Prejudice, Politics, and Society: Conference Course]

[Sociology 184a. The Origins of Freedom]

[Sociology 184b. Freedom and Society in the Modern World]

*Sociology 188. Lines that Divide: Race, Class, Gender, and Ethnicity in the Ethnographic
Tradition: Conference Course

[*Sociology 189. Culture and Race in the Development of American Society: Conference
Course]

[*Sociology 221. Immigration, Identity and Assimilation: Seminar]
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Anthropology

AN HISTORICAL EDITION OF FAS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION
Faculty of the Department of Anthropology

William L. Fash, Bowditch Professor of Central American and Mexican Archaeology and
Ethnology (Chair)

Ofer Bar-Yosef, George Grant MacCurdy and Janet G. B. MacCurdy Professor of Prehistoric
Archaeology

John C. Barry, Lecturer on Anthropology

Theodore C. Bestor, Edwin O Reischauer Visiting Professor of Japanese Studies

Steven C. Caton, Professor of Contemporary Arab Studies

Elizabeth S. Chilton, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Jennifer Cole, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Irven DeVore, Ruth Moore Professor of Biological Anthropology (on leave spring term)
Peter T. Ellison, Harvard College Professor and Professor of Anthropology

William F. Fisher, Associate Professor of Anthropology and of Social Studies (on leave fall
term)

John P. Gerry, Lecturer on Anthropology

Michael Herzfeld, Professor of Anthropology (on leave 1999-00)

Arthur Kleinman, Professor of Medical Anthropology in the Faculties of Medicine and Arts and
Sciences

Cheryl D. Knott, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky, Stephen Phillips Professor of Archaeology and Ethnology
Yun Kuen Lee, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Mark Leighton, Lecturer on Anthropology

Susan F. Lipson, Lecturer on Anthropology

Carole A. Mandryk, Associate Professor of Anthropology

Frank W. Marlowe, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

J. Lorand Matory, Professor of Anthropology and of Afro-American Studies

David H. P. Maybury-Lewis, Professor of Anthropology

Castle McLaughlin, Lecturer on Anthropology

Richard H. Meadow, Senior Lecturer on Anthropology

Sally F. Moore, Victor S. Thomas Research Professor of Anthropology

Pauline E. Peters, Lecturer on Anthropology

David Pilbeam, Henry Ford Il Professor of the Social Sciences (Head Tutor)

Robert W. Preucel, Associate Professor of Anthropology

Maryellen Ruvolo, Professor of Anthropology

Jennifer Schirmer, Lecturer on Social Studies

Lawrence E. Stager, Dorot Professor of the Archaeology of Israel

Mary M. Steedly, Professor of Anthropology (on leave spring term)

David S. Stuart, Lecturer on Anthropology
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Stanley J. Tambiah, Esther and Sidney Rabb Professor of Anthropology (on leave 1999-00)
Nikolaas J. van der Merwe, Landon T. Clay Professor of Scientific Archaeology

Kay B. Warren, Professor of Anthropology (on leave 1999-00)

James L. Watson, John King and Wilma Cannon Fairbank Professor of Chinese Society
Rubie S. Watson, Senior Lecturer on Anthropology

Stephen Williams, Peabody Professor of American Archaeology and Ethnology, Emeritus
Richard W. Wrangham, Professor of Anthropology

Nur Yalman, Professor of Social Anthropology and of Middle Eastern Studies

Other Faculty Offering Instruction in Anthropology
Byron J. Good, Professor of Medical Anthropology (Medical School)

Within the field of concentration there are three special fields: Archaeology, Biological
Anthropology, and Social Anthropology. For the requirements in these special fields, consult the
Un